
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                    

                                          

May 14, 2017 The Fifth Sunday of  Easter 10:55 a.m. 
 
   Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE 
  Prière (Suite Gothique)  Léon Boëllmann, 1862-1897 

 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
 
†CALL TO WORSHIP  Christopher Tweel 
   
  One: Wonderful God, we trust in your power, 
  All:    even as it is often found in weakness; 
  One:  in your wisdom, 
  All:    even as it is expressed in what seems foolishness; 
  One:  in your wholeness, 
  All:    even as it comes to us amidst brokenness. 
  One:  We do not ask this day for dazzling displays of  strength, 
   electric exercises of  intellectual prowess, 
   or marvelous manifestations of  miracles. 
  All:    We come simply to worship you. 
  One:  For this Temple of  your Spirit, 
  All:    it is built not upon our own abilities, knowledge, or  
   restorative skill, but upon you, in Jesus Christ.  
   Amen. 
 
 



†HYMN 288 (Blue Hymnal)                                                 
 I Sing the Mighty Power of  God Ellacombe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)   
        

All:    Lord God, you are the Ruler of  Creation,  
 and yet day to day we have trouble recognizing this.  
 So hear our prayer to you, echoing the words of  your servant Paul.  
 That your love, Lord,  may overflow in us more and more  
 with knowledge and full insight to help each of  us determine what is best,  
 so that in the day of  Christ we may be pure and blameless.   
 Instead of  sinfulness and hurt,  
 let us bravely produce the harvest of  righteousness  
 that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of  God.  
 We could ask no better thing than this.  
 Make this righteousness pierce our stubbornness  
 and our demand for our own way.  
 Let us fall into our trust of  you.  Amen. 
 

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON    

 

†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
   

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
  At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with Rev. Christopher Tweel, who will  

lead worship with them in the chapel. They will be in "Children's Chapel" for the remainder of the morning  
and will be in Room 102 for pickup.  

 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Ecclesiastes 1:12-18 Holy Bible, p. 603 
  
NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Holy Bible, p. 1040 
 Philippians 1:9-11 Holy Bible, p. 1070 
 
SERMON       “Knowledge Is Suffering” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 

 
 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

†HYMN 303 (Red Hymnal)   
 Be Thou My Vision, O Lord of  My Heart Slane 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                           

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  

 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

MOMENT FOR MISSION  Susan Pillsbury David 
  
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

ANTHEM 

  Hymn: O For a Closer Walk with God  Charles Villiers Stanford, 1852-1924  
 

  O for a closer walk with God,  Return, O holy Dove, return, 
  a calm and heavenly frame,  sweet messenger of  rest! 
  a light to shine upon the road  I hate the sins that made thee mourn 
  that leads me to the Lamb!   and drove Thee from my breast.  
 
    So shall my walk be close with God, 
    calm and serene my frame; 
    so purer light shall mark the road 
    that leads me to the Lamb.             
         —William Cowper, 1772  
 
 

 
 



 
 
†DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth    
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

    WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
†HYMN 275 (Blue Hymnal; hymn reprinted on the opposite page) 

 God of  Our Life Sandon 

  

†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 

  Threefold Amen  Walter Henry Hall 

 

†POSTLUDE    

  Hyfrydol (Three Preludes on Welsh Hymn Tunes)  Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958 

 

 

Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship. 

 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God  
and in loving honor and memory of  all women and mothers  

by the Vanguard Class.  
 



Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 
We will join in community across the generational, ethnic, racial, and economic barriers that separate 
God’s children. We will walk together in a manner worthy of  the calling to which we have been called, 
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the 
unity of  the Spirit in the bond of  peace. 

 - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

Music Notes 

Léon Boëllmann (1862-1897) was a French composer of  Alsatian origin, known for a small number of  
compositions for organ. Faithful to the style of  Franck and an admirer of  Saint-Saëns, Boëllmann yet 
exhibits a turn-of-the-century Post-Romantic esthetic. The Suite Gothique is the most popular work by 
Boëllmann. When it was introduced in 1895, the suite was well-received and various instrumental 
versions of  it were made, including one of  the lyrical third movement (Prière) for cello and piano by the 
composer himself. Prière features a lyrical theme, mostly played in the upper registers, that seems to 
serenely float in quiet sonorities. The mood never varies from its sense of  peace and tranquility, even 
when the dynamics rise a bit in the middle section. 
 
Born in Ireland and the son of  talented amateur musicians, Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 
spent most of  his adult life as an organist, teacher, composer, and conductor in England. Stanford’s 
ashes are buried in Westminster Abbey, alongside Henry Purcell. He composed six Bible Songs, Op. 113, 
for voice and organ. O for a Closer Walk with God is the last of  the set and the most popular. The words 
speak of  a journey away from sin and toward the Lamb of  God, praying for the return of  the Spirit, the 
Holy Dove. 
 
In the sixty years since his death, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) has come to be regarded as 
one of  the finest British composers of  the twentieth century. Vaughan Williams did not have a large 
output for solo organ; however, he was certainly familiar with the organ from his many choral works 
where he used it in a largely accompanying role. He composed three organ preludes on Welsh hymn 
tunes that organists often play. Hyfrydol is the last of  the three preludes. 

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  

http://www.allmusic.com/artist/vaughan-williams-mn0000204681


    Sermon Notes 

In the space below, you are invited to take notes. Next week in Sunday School (9:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.) we will continue 
to study the Word heard today. If  you would like to have your notes or questions discussed, bring them to your class or 

email info@grace-covenant.org with your class name in the subject line.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lord, high and holy, meek and lowly, You have brought me to the valley of vision, where I live in the depths but see You in the 
heights; hemmed in by mountains of sin I behold Your glory. Let me learn by paradox that the way down is the way up, that to be 
low is to be high, that the broken heart is the healed heart, that the contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit, that the repenting soul is the 
victorious soul, that to have nothing is to possess all, that to bear the cross is to wear the crown, that to give is to receive, that the 
valley is the place of vision. Lord, in the daytime stars can be seen from deepest wells, and the deeper the wells the brighter Your 
stars shine; let me find Your light in my darkness, Your life in my death, Your joy in my sorrow, Your grace in my sin, Your riches 
in my poverty, Your glory in my valley.  
Taken from The Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers & Devotions, edited by Arthur Bennett.       

 

General Announcements 

PNO May 20 
Our next Parents Night Out will be May 20.  The deadline to RSVP is May 17.  Please email the office 
at info@grace-covenant.org including the name of  your child and how old they are in months. 
 
GCPC Softball 2017 
Join us at the Henderson Sports Complex on the Northside for our next game on May 16 versus  
Grove Avenue Baptist.  Games are at 8:40 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 
 

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 



Wisdom: A Sermon Series in Ecclesiastes (May 7-June 25) - Martin Luther once said, “this noble little 
book [Ecclesiastes], which for good reasons it were exceedingly worthwhile that it should be read of  all 
men [sic] with great carefulness every day.” In our age where we can “like,” “love,” and generally re-
spond with quick answers and opinions, Ecclesiastes slows us. It is a book that presses us to seek a 
greater wisdom beneath the many layers of  our existence. Ultimately, it is a book that presses us to seek 
life in God. Join in for the journey through this remarkable book!  

 
Mission and Justice 

May Is Loaves & Fishes Month! The Missions Committee is thrilled to kick off the Loaves & Fishes pledge 
drive, which will run through the end of May.  Session has approved matching funds (from a recent bequest) for 
the first $10,000 raised, so the gauntlet has been thrown down for all of us to offer up our loaf or fish and watch 
it multiply!  

Loaves & Fishes is a ministry of this church aimed at supporting our international missions as well as local fami-
lies with emergency needs. Half of the funds given to Loaves & Fishes supports international missions such as 
KHISH (providing medical ministry in Honduras), Alpheaus Zobule (heading of a Bible translation ministry in 
the Solomon Islands), and the Chicus (ministering to women and children in Moldova). 

The other half of the fund goes to local families in need.  The purpose is not day-to-day expenses, but tempo-
rary investments or hardship funds to allow families to get back on their feet.  Missions Committee members 
individually meet with the families receiving funds to build relationships and best serve their true needs. This 
one-on-one connection has been integral to serving our neighbors in Richmond. 

This month, as we get back in touch with Christ’s miracle of the loaves and the fishes, we are invited to prayer-
fully consider the call to offer what we have to the Lord. Pledge cards can be placed in the collection plate. We 
encourage supporters of Loaves and Fishes to pick up a lapel pin after worship in the Narthex and to wear it in 
the month of May. 

 

Shalom Farms Success Join us the second Saturday of  the month, June 10,  at Shalom Farms 
(www.shalomfarms.org) as we help ensure everyone in our city has access to God’s bounteous gift of  
nutritious produce.  This year we will be at the new rural location just off  of  route 288 at 2676 Venita 
Road, Midlothian, VA 23113.  Please RSVP to Nelson Reveley at mnr2uf@virginia.edu or 387-8094.  
Upcoming dates are: July 8, August 12, September 9, and October 14. 

 

Jobs for Life at Halfway Mark Our Jobs for Life (JfL) program in partnership with STEP and City 
Church has been going excellently. STEP's JfL uses a biblically-based curriculum to help adult students 
from Gilpin Court improve their capacities to apply for and thrive in employment. We are deeply grate-
ful to all who have been helping provide meals, child care, teaching, and mentoring.  If  you would like to 
come check out a JfL program one evening, you are always more than welcome 6:00-8:30 p.m. Thursday 
evenings this April and May. If  you would like to volunteer to help in the second half  of  the class simp-
ly contact Jess Reveley (jabreveley@gmail.com).  

 

Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 

Nursery Class (~0-2), Room 103: Frolic has been a great experience for us. In the past, our young-



est Presbyterians have relied on the loving care of  our caregivers to show them the love of  Christ. 
And, week to week, they do a spectacular job.  Now the enrichment continues with these books and 
musical numbers. 
 
Pre-K (~2/3-6), Room 102: Spark is Bible-centered programming at its best. Kids of  all ages inter-
act with the Bible in every lesson. With hands-on activities such as interactive games and creative 
crafts—Spark makes learning exciting. Lessons in five age brackets allow us to meet the needs of  a 
wide age range with one curriculum.  
 
Elementary, Room 209: Holy Moly follows the arc of  the biblical narrative. Kids of  all ages inter-
act with the Bible in every lesson. Animated videos of  the Bible stories don’t use narration. Instead, 
visuals and sound effects give kids the opportunity to retell the story in their own words. Holy Moly 
printed resources are available—making it equally engaging for younger and older kids. After class, 
kids walk away retelling the stories they’ve learned and take home completed activities to share with 
their family.  
 
Student Mentoring Class, Room 301: Pastor Christopher is working closely with our students on 
a teen-led project. Come up to the third floor loft at 9:45 every Sunday morning to join in and con-
tribute. We need your student leadership in our church family, and our community! Let's see what 
God has in store for us. 
 
Adult Sunday School Options: Sunday School lessons are based on the previous week’s Scripture 
and sermon, and continue our engagement with the lesson begun in our worship experience; a great 
way to tie worship and education together. 
 
Good Books, Third Floor (Room 303) - Teacher, Everett Reveley  
The Forum of  Grace Class, Second Floor (Room 212) - Teacher, Rev. Nelson Reveley  
The Vanguard Class, Basement (Room B4) - Teacher, Nate McKinnon 
 
Memorial Day Weekend—Sunday School: On May 28, there will be no Sunday School. Instead, 
please join us in the Fellowship Hall for breakfast treats and a time of  fellowship before worship. 
The Nursery will still be available and childcare for the service will be open at 10:30. Thanks all! 
Looking forward to a time to chat and have some breakfast together.  
 
Summer Sunday School: Our combined adult summer Sunday School program will begin on June 
4th. All through the summer, join us in the Fellowship Hall for Sunday School. It begins at 9:45 
a.m. and ends at 10:30 a.m.  As in past years, childcare is available at this time.  

Wednesday Night Supper  
Wednesday Night Supper and Programs continue every Wednesday, 6:00 p.m., through May 24. This 
week our program will be our Grace Scholar, Martin Pinckney. 
 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

The family and friends of  Jack Corley as they mourn his passing; Marjorie and Ed Adams; 
George and Anne Norris; Suzanne Corley; Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane 
Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Cynthia Holmes’ mother, 
Constance Lockman; George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve Cobb and his 
family; Sudie Wood’s sister, Marion, and her health; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all 
who are serving in our nation’s Armed Forces.  

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Rachel Manke    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

May 14 -  Pete Sizemore 

May 21 -  Jake Savage  

May 28 -  Lloyd Bostian 

June 4 -  Rick Nochta 

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

May 14 -  Karl Rubis & Christine Anderson 

May 21 -  Jim and Katie McCullough 

May 28 - Sallie Leys 

June 4 -  Pete and Suzanne Sizemore 
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