
GRACE COVENANT 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Awakening a Love for Christ in the Heart of  Richmond   

                                    

                                          

April 30, 2017 The Third Sunday of  Easter 10:55 a.m. 
 
   Please fill out the communication card and place it in the offering plate during the offertory. 

†Please stand for these parts of  the service. 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 Organ Symphony No. 6 in G Minor, Op. 42 Charles-Marie Widor, 1844-1937 
  II. Adagio 

 
 

WE GATHER TO GLORIFY GOD 

 
 
†CALL TO WORSHIP  Christopher Tweel 
 
 
 
 All:    Happy are we who hear the joyful call to worship, 

  for we walk in the light of  God’s presence! 

  Let us worship God together— 

  celebrating who he is and all that he has done! 

  For God is our strength and our protection, 

  the one in whom we trust. Amen! 

 
 
 
 
 



†HYMN 495 (Blue Hymnal) 
 We Know That Christ Is Raised Engelberg 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 



†PRAYER OF CONFESSION (IN UNISON)   
        

One:  Encouraging God, You call us to step out in faith, to place our lives in  
 Your hands, and to wholeheartedly commit to following You. 
 
All:  We confess that we find this difficult to do. It is not always easy to  
 follow where You lead—to turn away from our own personal wants  
 and desires, to let go of  our safety nets and trust that You will provide  
 for us in all things. 
 
One:  Forgive us when we doubt You, God. 
 
All:  Increase our faith. Open our eyes to see past our own interests and  
 concerns, to Your broader vision for us and for our world. 
 
One:  You are our loving God, who will not let our lives fall to ruin if  we trust  
 and act in love. 
 
All:  Renew our faith in you, God; deepen our trust, that we might respond  
 with assurance and determination.  In the name of  Christ, hear our 
 prayer. Amen. 
 

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON    

 

†GLORIA PATRI 579 (Blue Hymnal)  Greatorex 
   

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
  world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
  At this time, children 6 years old and younger are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary with Rev. Christopher Tweel, who will  

lead worship with them in the chapel. They will be in "Children's Chapel" for the remainder of the morning  
and will be in Room 102 for pickup.  

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

  
OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 23 Holy Bible, p. 491 
  
NEW TESTAMENT READING Mark 6: 34-44 Holy Bible, p. 918 
 

SERMON       “The Banquet of  God” Bobby Hulme-Lippert 



RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

†HYMN 339 (Red Hymnal)  
 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah Cwm Rhondda 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-715262. 

 



†APOSTLES’ CREED (IN UNISON)                              

           

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth,  
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and  
  buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty;     
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints;  
 the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen.  

 

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD 
 

MOMENT FOR MISSION                                                                  Jessica Reveley, Ruling Elder 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, AND GIFTS     
 

ANTHEM 

 The Call Z. Randall Stroope, b. 1953 

  
 Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life:   Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
 Such a Way, as gives us breath:   Such a Light, as shows a feast: 
 Such a Truth, as ends all strife:    Such a Feast, as mends in length: 
 Such a Life, as killeth death.   Such a Strength, as makes his guest. 
 
       Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart:  
       Such a Joy, as none can move: 
       Such a Love, as none can part:  
       Such a Heart, as joys in love.   
     
        —George Herbert, 1633 
 



 
  

†DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth    
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
 
†PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
 

    WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE 
 
†HYMN 40 (Blue Hymnal; hymn reprinted on the opposite page) 

 Joy to the World! Antioch 

  

†BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE 

  Alleluia  Giovanni Palestrina 

 

†POSTLUDE    

  Carillon (24 Pieces in Free Style)  Louis Vierne, 1870-1937 

 

 

Please join us in the Social Room following worship for refreshments and fellowship. 

 

The flowers are given to the glory of  God and in memory  
of  my husband O. G. Farrar, Jr., and our parents  

Charles E. and Lillie R. Diehl, and Velma and Otis Farrar. 
 
 





WORSHIP NOTES 

Hearing Aids and Large-Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 

As one body of  Christ, composed of  diverse individuals bound together by the Holy Spirit: 
 
We will share the Gospel in an intellectually rigorous manner that does not belittle doubt yet calls all to 
acknowledge their need for God’s grace offered through Jesus Christ. We will endeavor to fulfill Christ’s 
commandment to go and make disciples of  all nations. 

 - from our 2012 Vision Statement  

Music Notes 

When the organist position was open at St. Sulpice in Paris, 1870, the organ builder Cavaillé-Coll 
persuaded the church to offer Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) a one-year provisional appointment; 
he remained until 1934. With a great instrument at his disposal, Widor began developing the organ 
symphony, his most significant contribution to the organ repertoire. Widor cast his Sixth Symphony in a 
grand, five-movement arch, three bravura movements separated by two tonally remote, lyrical 
introspections. The Adagio is a slow reverie in B Major for the organ’s string sounds. Widor’s increasing 
interest for chromaticism is evident  in this beautiful work for organ. 
 
George Herbert, a seventeenth-century university scholar and church leader, wrote The Call as a text of  
praise and acknowledgment of  the joy and steadfastness of  faith. American composer Z. Randall 
Stroope (b. 1953) created a choral setting on this text, preserving the inherent simplicity of  the text, 
while demonstrating the power of  a life that follows “The Call.” 
 
Louis Vierne (1870-1937) was the principal organist at the Cathedral of  Notre-Dame de Paris from 
1900-1937. Today’s postlude is based on the carillon melody of  the Chapel of  the Castle of  Longpont 
(Aisne, France). The work opens with full organ, the carillon theme entering in an energetic perpetuum 
mobile in the pedals, above which powerful, detached chords appear. In the middle the volume drops, 
and the carillon theme continues in the manuals. Striking features are the modulations, the highly 
effective staccato articulations, and the dynamic effects created by the organ’s swell boxes. A gradual 
crescendo leads into the reprise of  the opening theme. 
 
  

We are grateful to have you join in worship with us this morning. We are a historic Presbyterian 
church, having celebrated our centennial anniversary in 2015. God has been immensely faithful for 
over 100 years, and we are eager to step faithfully into the future God has for us! We continue for-
ward by walking in light of  our mission which was adopted in 2012: to train grateful disciples of  
Christ, by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. May you be blessed 
through worship and fellowship this morning.  



    Sermon Notes 

In the space below, you are invited to take notes. Next week in Sunday School (9:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.) we will continue 
to study the Word heard today. If  you would like to have your notes or questions discussed, bring them to your class or 

email info@grace-covenant.org with your class name in the subject line.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

     General Announcements 

Memorial for Jack Lee Corley 
A memorial service, for member Jack Corley, will be held on Tuesday, May 9, at 11:00 a.m.  Please con-
tinue to pray for Jack’s family and loved ones. 
 
PNO May 13 
Our next Parents Night Out will be May 13.  The deadline to RSVP is May 10.  Please email the office 
at info@grace-covenant.org including the name of  your child and how old they are in months. 
 
GCPC Softball 2017 
Join us at the Henderson Sports Complex on the Northside for our next game on May 2nd versus 
Ginter Park Methodist.  Games are at 8:40 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 
 
Wisdom: A Sermon Series in Ecclesiastes (May 7-June 25) - Martin Luther once said, “this noble lit-
tle book (Ecclesiastes), which for good reasons it were exceedingly worthwhile that it should be read of  
all men (sic) with great carefulness every day.” In our age where we can “like,” “love,” and generally re-
spond with quick answers and opinions, Ecclesiastes slows us. It is a book that presses us to seek a 
greater wisdom beneath the many layers of  our existence. Ultimately, it is a book that presses us to seek 
life in God. Join in for the journey through this remarkable book!  

WELCOME TO GRACE COVENANT 



 
Mission and Justice 

May Is Loaves & Fishes Month! 

The Missions Committee is thrilled to kick off the Loaves & Fishes pledge drive, which will run through the end 
of May.  Session has approved matching funds (from a recent bequest) for the first $10,000 raised, so the gaunt-
let has been thrown down for all of us to offer up our loaf or fish and watch it multiply!  

Loaves & Fishes is a ministry of this church aimed at supporting our international missions as well as local fami-
lies with emergency needs. Half of the funds given to Loaves & Fishes supports international missions such as 
KHISH (providing medical ministry in Honduras), Alpheaus Zobule (heading of a Bible translation ministry in 
the Solomon Islands), and the Chicus (ministering to women and children in Moldova). 

The other half of the fund goes to local families in need.  The purpose is not day-to-day expenses, but tempo-
rary investments or hardship funds to allow families to get back on their feet.  Missions Committee members 
individually meet with the families receiving funds to build relationships and best serve their true needs. This 
one-on-one connection has been integral to serving our neighbors in Richmond. 

This month, as we get back in touch with Christ’s miracle of the loaves and the fishes, we are invited to prayer-
fully consider the call to offer what we have to the Lord. Pledge cards can be placed in the collection plate. We 
encourage supporters of Loaves and Fishes to pick up a lapel pin after worship in the Narthex and to wear it in 
the month of May. 

 

Shalom Farms Success Join us the second Saturday of  the month at Shalom Farms 
(www.shalomfarms.org) as we help ensure everyone in our city has access to God’s bounteous gift of  
nutritious produce.  This year we will be at the new rural location just off  of  route 288 at 2676 Venita 
Road, Midlothian, VA 23113.  Please RSVP to Nelson Reveley at mnr2uf@virginia.edu or 387-8094.  
Upcoming dates are: May 13, June 10, July 8, August 12, September 9, and October 14. 

 

RISC Nehemiah Action!  Monday, May 1, 7:00-8:30 p.m., at St. Paul's Baptist Church (4247 Creighton 
Rd 23223). As many know, RISC is the diverse group from congregations of  which we are a part that 
work together on key issues facing the region, including access to quality education, job training, and af-
fordable housing. This year we are focused on: (1) improving reading levels for the 5,000+ elementary 
school students who are currently reading below grade level in eastern Henrico; (2) seeking trauma-
informed training for teachers in Chesterfield; (3) pressing forward low-cost job training opportunities 
for entry-level health care.  Every additional person at the Action makes our voice and witness that 
much stronger! For questions please contact Nelson Reveley  at (nmr2uf@virginia.edu) or 387-8094.  

 

Jobs for Life at Halfway Mark Our Jobs for Life (JfL) program in partnership with STEP and City 
Church has been going excellently. STEP's JfL uses a biblically-based curriculum to help adult students 
from Gilpin Court improve their capacities to apply for and thrive in employment. We are deeply grate-
ful to all who have been helping provide meals, child care, teaching, and mentoring.  If  you would like to 
come check out a JfL program one evening, you are always more than welcome 6:00-8:30 p.m. Thursday 
evenings this April and May. If  you would like to volunteer to help in the second half  of  the class simp-
ly contact Jess Reveley (jabreveley@gmail.com).  

 

 



Christian Education and Discipleship 
The nursery crib room and Sunday School are available for children ages 2 and up. 

Sunday School is held every Sunday from 9:45-10:30 a.m.  

 

Nursery Class (~0-2), Room 103: Frolic has been a great experience for us. In the past, our youngest 
Presbyterians have relied on the loving care of our caregivers to show them the love of Christ. And, week 
to week, they do a spectacular job.  Now the enrichment continues with these books and musical numbers. 
 
Pre-K (~2/3-6), Room 102: Spark is Bible-centered programming at its best. Kids of all ages interact with 
the Bible in every lesson. With hands-on activities such as interactive games and creative crafts—Spark 
makes learning exciting. Lessons in five age brackets allow us to meet the needs of a wide age range with 
one curriculum.  
 
Elementary, Room 209: Holy Moly follows the arc of the biblical narrative. Kids of all ages interact with 
the Bible in every lesson. Animated videos of the Bible stories don’t use narration. Instead, visuals and 
sound effects give kids the opportunity to retell the story in their own words. Holy Moly printed resources 
are available—making it equally engaging for younger and older kids. After class, kids walk away retelling 
the stories they’ve learned and take home completed activities to share with their family.  
 
Student Mentoring Class, Room 301: Pastor Christopher is working closely with our students on a teen-
led project. Come up to the third floor loft at 9:45 every Sunday morning to join in and contribute. We 
need your student leadership in our church family, and our community! Let's see what God has in store for 
us. 
 

Adult Sunday School Options 
Sunday school lessons are based on the previous week’s Scripture and sermon, and continue our en-
gagement with the lesson begin in our worship experience; a great way to tie worship and education to-
gether. 
 
Good Books, Third Floor (Room 303) - Teacher, Everett Reveley  
The Forum of  Grace Class, Second Floor (Room 212) - Teacher, Rev. Nelson Reveley  
The Vanguard Class, Basement (Room B4) - Teacher, Nate McKinnon 

Wednesday Night Supper  
Our Wednesday Night Supper and Program this week is at 6:00 p.m. This week we have a Amal 
Damaj who is an interpreter and member of  the Islamic Center of  Virginia.  She will speak to us on 
refugee matters in the world, for which she is a local volunteer. 
 
This week’s menu: 

Snack: Graham Crackers & Banana with Nutella 
Salad: Caesar Salad 
Entrée: Turkey Chili & Cornbread  
Dessert: S’mores Cupcakes 

 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Lord, hear our prayer for...   

The family and friends of  Jack Corley as they mourn his passing; Marjorie and Ed Adams; 
George and Anne Norris; Suzanne Corley; Rosie Turner; Ann Pais’ daughter-in-law, Jane 
Pais, with cancer; Susan Farrell’s father, Jim, facing health issues;  Cynthia Holmes’ mother, 
Constance Lockman; George Turner; Dr. Carl and Mrs. Jo McMillin; Steve Cobb and his 
family; Carol Ann Moorhead-George, daughter of  Logan R. Moorhead, who is fighting Lyme 
Disease; Sudie Wood’s sister, Marion, and her health; Stuart Chapman, David Russell, and all 
who are serving in our nation’s Armed Forces.  

1627 Monument Avenue • Richmond, Virginia 23220 • 804-359-2463 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 

Email: info@grace-covenant.org    Website: www.grace-covenant.org    
Radio: WLES 590 AM & 97.7 FM • Live Streaming www.truthnetwork.com (Click “Listen Live,” then “Richmond, Virginia”) 

 
Pastor: Bobby Hulme-Lippert     Child Development Center Director: Nicole Flournoy 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education: Christopher Tweel  Administrative Support: Martha Rubin 
Director of Music and Organist: Christopher Martin   Office Manager: Rachel Manke    
Parish Associate for Outreach & Adult Discipleship: Nelson Reveley   

Sunday Morning Openers 

April 30 - Cal Gray 

May 7 -  Brian Baird 

May 14 -  Pete Sizemore 

May 21 -  Jake Savage  

Our worship service is broadcast live from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on WLES 590 AM and 
97.7 FM and is streamed live on www.truthnetwork.com (press “Listen Live,” then select 
“Richmond”).   
 
For podcasts, go to www.grace-covenant.org, click on “Worship,” then the pull-down “Sermons 
Online” and select the Full Service, Sunday Sermons, or Special Performances you wish to 
hear. The podcasts are uploaded within an hour of  the end-of-broadcast. 
   
For Audio CDs, leave a note to the Radio Room in the Glass Office or call the main church office 
359-2463. There is no charge for this service, but any contributions to “The Radio Fund” are 
greatly appreciated and will help to assure the continuation of  this ministry. 

Fellowship Hour 

April 30 - Paul Zeh 

May 7 -  Kathy Winston 

May 14 -  Karl Rubis & Christine Anderson 

May 21 -  Jim and Katie McCullough 
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