


Brick + Beam grows capacity 
and community around home 

repair and rehab through 
hands-on classes, social 

events, and online resources. 

We think of fixer-upper homes as an 
economic opportunity, and pathway to 

bring more people into homeownership. 
We care about the preservation of 
neighborhoods--both their built 

environment and community character. 



CAPACITY 
Hands-on workshops & 
educational classes

COMMUNITY 
Social events like 

Fixer-upper Supper Club



A DISCLAIMER: 
Nothing in this presentation should be 
interpreted as legal advice. This presentation 
& class are intended to help you understand 
the process of building rehab and 
homeownership. Building rehabilitation & 
real estate development can be risky 
endeavours and nothing in this presentation 
should be substituted for professional legal 
or development advice. B+BD and our 
facilitators do not take any liability for the 
choices you make after this class. 



INTRODUCTIONS
Who’s in the room?



LEAD-U-CATION
Get educated about lead in your home! 
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TOXIC STRUCTURES
Speculation and lead 
exposure in Detroit’s 
single-family rental 
market

Joshua Akers
University of Michigan-Dearborn
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Key Findings: 

• Children living in rental properties purchased from tax foreclosure are at 
greater risk of lead poisoning 

• Highest risk is to children under 6 with a landlord holding 10 or more 
properties and utilizing the foreclosure auction. 

• Children living in these high-risk properties are more likely to face eviction 
than those living in properties acquired outside of the foreclosure auction.  

• There is a relationship between nearby demolition and blood lead toxicity. 

• Tax foreclosure, bulk property ownership, and demolition offer three 
points of intervention to reduce risk.



Outline: 
The new Detroit housing market 

 The disappearing “mom and pop” 

 The geography of rentals and contract sales 

 Eviction 

 A renter city 

Toxic structures 

 Limited options 

 Increased threats 

 Demolition risks  

Recommendations 
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Recommendations: 

• Moratorium on Wayne County tax foreclosure auction  
• Enforce participation rules in Wayne County tax foreclosure auction 

• Enforce rental ordinance 
• Target landlords with 10 or more properties purchasing from the tax 

foreclosure auction 

• Increase tenant protections 
• Anecdotal evidence from Detroit indicates tenants face retaliatory 

actions including eviction when seeking assistance with lead issues  

• Mitigate demolition risk 
• Implement all task force recommendations



WHERE IS LEAD 
AT?

Rashard Montgomery
RSM Lead Inspection



























SAFE, HEALTHY 
HOMES

Diane McCloskey
ClearCorps



CLEARCorps Detroit

 
Founded in 1999, CLEARCorps Detroit works to prevent lead 
poisoning and create Healthy Homes for children and families 
through managing programs, policy, advocacy, and outreach.

CLEARCorps works tirelessly on behalf of Detroit families to 
help create lead-safe, energy efficient, and asthma-friendly 
healthy housing.



WORKING LEAD 
SAFE
RRP GUIDELINES

Alissa Shelton
Brick + Beam 



HOME REPAIR & REHAB CAN CREATE 
TOXIC LEAD DUST WHEN PAINTED 
SURFACES ARE DISTURBED OR 
DEMOLISHED.

 

Working lead safe can help to minimize the dust you create, 
stop it from spreading, and help you to clean up so you’re not 
exposed to it later!  



WHAT IS RRP?  

 
● EPA's Lead Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule (RRP Rule) 

requires that contractors performing projects are certified 
by EPA and follow lead-safe work practices.

● RRP rule does not apply to homeowners working on their 
own homes, BUT do-it-yourself projects can easily create 
dangerous lead dust, so follow the work practices to ensure 
you’re protecting yourself and your family! 

Compliance Guide Online: 
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/documents/sbcomplianceguide.pdf

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/documents/sbcomplianceguide.pdf


BEFORE YOU REHAB

 
● Hiring someone else? Find a lead-safe certified renovation 

firm in your area. 
● Read EPA's fact sheet on using a lead-safe certified 

contractor (PDF) .
● If you are a do-it yourselfer, learn how to protect yourself 

and your family from exposure to lead-based paint.

http://cfpub.epa.gov/flpp/searchrrp_firm.htm
http://cfpub.epa.gov/flpp/searchrrp_firm.htm
https://www.epa.gov/lead/childproof-your-home-improvements
https://www.epa.gov/lead/childproof-your-home-improvements
https://www.epa.gov/lead/renovation-repair-and-painting-program-do-it-yourselfers


RRP STEPS TO WORKING LEAD SAFE 

 

● Determine if the Job Involves Lead-Based Paint
● Set It Up Safely: contain the work area to prevent the escape of 

dust and debris. 
● Protect Yourself: personal protective equipment, to prevent 

workers ingesting or inhaling lead from the job, and prevent  
bringing lead from the worksite home. 

● Minimize the Dust:  keep down the dust. Keep dust down by 
using the right tools, working wet, and not using prohibitated 
practices like torches, sanders, grinders, etc. 



RRP STEPS TO WORKING LEAD SAFE 

 

● Leave the Work Area Clean:  Clean at the end of each day, leave 
the site completely free of dust and debris. 

● Control the Waste: Use heavy plastic sheeting or bags to collect 
waste, then seal securely

● Verify Work Completion with the Cleaning Verification Procedure 
or Clearance:  If clearance is required, a Certified Lead Inspector, 
Certified Lead Risk Assessor, or Certified Lead Sampling 
Technician must conduct clearance testing



QUICK TIPS FOR WORKING SAFELY

 

● Remove all household items until cleanup is complete.
● Large Items that cannot be removed should be tightly 

wrapped in plastic sheeting and sealed with tape.
● Cover floors with plastic sheeting.
● If working on a larger job, construct an airlock at the entry 

to the work area
● Turn off forced-air heating and A/C systems. Cover vents 

with plastic sheeting taped in place. 



QUICK TIPS FOR WORKING SAFELY

 

● Close all windows in the work area to reduce air flow that 
will move dust around. 

● Use water to keep dust from spreading-- when using a hand 
tool (ex: scraping with a putty knife) spray water on 
lead-painted surfaces to keep dust from spreading.



USE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 

 

● Mask/Respirator: NIOSH-certified disposable respirator with a 
HEPA (High-Efficiency Particulate Air) filter (N-100, R-100,P-100).

● Vacuum: HEPA filter-equipped vacuum cleaner. Regular 
household vacuums are not good enough! 

● Wet-sanding equipment: (e.g., spray mister), wet/dry abrasive 
paper, and wet sanding sponges for "wet-methods."

● Two buckets and all-purpose cleaner. Use one bucket for the 
cleaning solution and the other bucket for rinsing. Change the 
rinse water frequently and replace rags, sponges, and mops often.



USE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 

 

● Heavy-duty plastic sheeting and heavy-duty plastic bags.
● Tape. You will need tape to completely seal the plastic sheeting 

in place.
● Protective clothing. To keep lead dust from being tracked 

throughout your home, wear clothes such as coveralls, shoe 
covers, hats, goggles, face shields, and gloves or clean work 
clothes and launder separately.



THE RIGHT MATERIALS

 

via: 
https://clearcorpsdetroit.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Lead-Safe-Work-Practice-Products.pdf

https://clearcorpsdetroit.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Lead-Safe-Work-Practice-Products.pdf


CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS

 

● Detroit Training Center
○ Lead RRP on Saturday March 21st 9am-5pm
○ Worker / supervisor class March 16-20 8am-4pm

● More providers on the EPA site: 
https://www.epa.gov/lead/renovation-repair-and-painting-
program-training-providers

https://www.epa.gov/lead/renovation-repair-and-painting-program-training-providers
https://www.epa.gov/lead/renovation-repair-and-painting-program-training-providers


DISCUSSION



QUESTIONS?
Let’s spend a few minutes on Q&A! 



UPCOMING EVENTS!

 



THANK YOU!

For more info visit: 
Brickandbeamdetroit.com
IG: @brickandbeamdetroit


