
Matthew 9:9-13

A tax collector, Matthew was a Jew who had effectively “sold himself” to the Roman government. 
Granted the authority to collect money as a tax for Rome while pocketing a portion of that for himself, 
the more money he collected, the more he profited for personal gain. This work made Matthew (and 
other tax collectors) not only thieves, but traitors to the Jewish nation—thus becoming some of the 
most despised people among the Jews.  

And then, Matthew was called—but not by way of a mountaintop experience or a blinding light as 
we so often think of Christ’s call. Rather, he was having a seemingly normal day, sitting at his tax 
collector’s booth, when Jesus passed by and said, “Follow me.”

And follow Matthew did, leaving behind his job, his money, and his status. 

Matthew didn’t earn his way into Christ’s call. Jesus chose to call Matthew, and that call is now 
extended to you: “Follow me.” Follow Jesus, not because you are righteous, but because you need 
to be made right—and only by His work on the cross is that accomplished. When Jesus said, “For 
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners,” the point the Pharisees did not catch was that none 
of their works were enough to make them righteous. They needed Jesus, but their elevated status 
among the Jews clouded their ability to see their need. 

There is no question that VBS looks different this year, but God’s Word stands the test of scrapped 
plans and last-minute changes. Perhaps you were looking forward to leading a large group of 
children, and now you’re only leading your own children, or a few of their friends who join in, or you’re 
leading a group of neighborhood kids you don’t know very well. Or maybe you don’t feel equipped 
to teach a large group, and you were hoping your children would be able to experience VBS while 
you served behind the scenes. 

Whatever your circumstances, reflect on these words of Jesus: “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” The 
time you are spending with these children—getting to know them and providing a listening ear—will 
speak volumes more than picture-perfect projects and cookie-cutter crafts. VBS may be “on the go” 
this year, but this will not stop God from completing the work He started in us at the beginning of 
our planning. 

Jesus has chosen to love you, not because of anything you’ve done, but because that is His very 
nature. As a result, you have been given the ability to love others, even in the midst of these 
unplanned circumstances. Go, follow Him in obedience as you teach His Word, love His children, and 
yes, maybe get a little messy as you create tangible reminders of the truths you share.  

Jesus Chooses to Love Me
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Matthew 26:36-46

“If I were one of the disciples, I would have stayed up to pray with Jesus.” This is a thought that has 
probably run through your mind at least once as you’ve read this passage. They were with God 
incarnate! What could possibly interfere with their ability to stay awake? 

That’s a question we would do well to consider for ourselves. Why is it so hard for us to wake up an 
hour earlier in the morning or stay awake an hour later in the evening to dive deeper in the word or 
spend an extended amount of time in prayer? Why, despite having our physical needs of food and 
sleep (and even that morning—and perhaps evening!) cup of coffee met, do we have to constantly 
fight with ourselves to crack open our Bible, grab a journal, and drink deeply of God’s Word? 

For the same reason Jesus explained to Peter in verse 41, “The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak,” and in the weakness of our flesh, our sinful nature is made apparent. Jesus invited his disciples 
into a deeper, more intimate relationship with Him, and He invites us into that same relationship. If 
we are brutally honest with ourselves, we are no different than the disciples falling asleep on Jesus, 
and VBS week more than gives us a seemingly good reason to do so. It’s easy to think we have 
put in our “time for Jesus” upon completing a day of VBS, but don’t let this week give you reason 
to neglect your personal time with the Lord. One of the most difficult aspects in serving the local 
church, especially in a teaching role, is assuming we are pouring into ourselves as we plan to pour 
into others. But that is not the case- we need to be in the word so that we can be renewed, and then 
plan how the lessons will be taught. If we only spend time in the Bible so that we may teach others 
and not invest in our own spiritual life, we will feel weary and heavy laden, and that is not what 
Christ invites us to. 

We are not perfect; there is only One who is, and we will continue to struggle to hold up our end of 
our relationship with Christ, but He is faithful, even when we are not. He is our cornerstone, never 
wavering as he stands in the gap between our sinful nature and our reconciliation to our Heavenly 
Father. He remains as he was, and is, and is to come. And as we look to our Father for guidance and 
direction, the children in our care will look to us as we lead them, and by God’s grace, they will learn 
to follow Christ as we follow Him. 

Jesus Has A Plan For Me
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Matthew 28:1-10; 16-20

Jesus died, he rose, and Mary Magalene and the other Mary were instructed by an angel to go and 
tell his disciples of this news. On their way, Jesus appeared to them, telling them, too, to go and tell 
his disciples to leave for Galilee, where they would see Jesus. As the disciples were on the mountain 
where Jesus had directed them, he came near to them and told them to, “Go, therefore and make 
disciples of all nations. . .” Are you sensing a pattern here? As we wrap up VBS GO this week, don’t let 
this subtle reminder escape you. While it looks different this year, God no doubt orchestrated every 
detail of this week, all for his glory. 

What a message for the disciples this was-- the gospel of Jesus Christ was not just for the Jews, 
but for all nations—the Gentiles, those who did not share their bloodline with Israel. What grace! This 
was a big deal then, and it’s a big deal now, and we have been entrusted with the Word of God and 
this good news to go and make disciples. To be sure, it is God who draws the unbeliever to himself, 
and it is the work of Christ who reconciles us to the Father, but we have the duty to share this good 
news with an unbelieving world, and when they accept it, we are told to make disciples, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and teaching them to observe everything Christ 
commanded. 

In the exhaustion of VBS, don’t miss this. The waking up, and studying, and teaching and playing 
with your children is the very embodiment of making disciples, those who are learning-who are 
pupils- of Christ. And it doesn’t have to end at VBS. Continue instilling these truths into your own 
children, their friends, and the ones you’re still getting to know. If any from your group decides to 
follow Christ, they will no doubt be excited and ready to share everything they know with any who 
will listen. It is our natural tendency to share what excites us, and the saving grace of Jesus is exciting! 
Continue to invest in those relationships, especially if they are under your roof. With your discipling, 
you are cultivating these young believers’ lives in a way that lets the fruit of the spirit take root and 
fully flourish. This can feel intimidating, but in the same way your children need this reminder, so do 
you: Jesus is always with you. He will guide your words and your teaching. Your life this week is a 
living out of the Great Commission-- even if you’re doing it with sticky hands and stained clothes, 
and it does not go unnoticed by your Father in Heaven.

Jesus Will Always Be With Me
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LAY THE FOUNDATION

As parents, you have the opportunity to create an environment that introduces your child to Jesus 

when he or she is very young. As your child grows, his or her understanding of Jesus will develop 

and deepen. Continue to have conversations with your child that point him or her toward Jesus. 

Pray regularly for your child. Welcome his or her questions about Jesus and salvation. 

Recognize that young children learn through repetition, so he or she may ask the same questions 

multiple times. Feel free to gain insight into what’s motivating your child’s questions by asking 

things like: What makes you ask that? What do you think is the answer to that question? Tell me 

more about what you are thinking.

Your young child is very literal and doesn’t have a very long attention span. Try to offer the 

simplest, most concrete response to each question. You and I may understand spiritual concepts 

through symbolic analogies, but those ideas won’t make sense to your young child.

Remember, understanding the need for a Savior will likely be a process that happens one thought-

provoking question at a time.

WATCH FOR AN UNDERSTANDING OF SIN

Your young child may understand that God loves him or her, so it’s natural to want to become a 

Christian. He or she may want to be like you or may be intrigued by the idea of becoming part of 

God’s family. 

This is wonderful! However, if your child doesn’t understand the concept of sin or that he or she is 

separated from God because of it, he or she is missing a critical piece of what it means to become a 

Christian: forgiveness of sin. Only the Holy Spirit can put that realization in your child’s heart, in His 

timing. I’ve heard it best said like this:  “You can’t be saved until you know you’re lost.”

WATCH FOR AN UNDERSTANDING THAT HIS OR HER SIN IS AGAINST GOD

A young child may understand that when he or she makes bad choices, this hurts other people. Your 

child may feel regret for these choices and even ask for forgiveness, but when your child starts to 

understand that his or her sin is against God, and desires His forgiveness, that’s a sign that God is 

working on his or her heart. 

Becoming a Christian:
IS MY CHILD READY?



WATCH FOR AN UNDERSTANDING OF JESUS

Your child isn’t going to be able to give a dissertation on the humanity and divinity of Jesus, but 

he or she should be able to express an understanding of Who Jesus is, why God sent Him to us, 

and why it was necessary for Him to die. The resurrection will be particularly difficult for young 

children to understand, because they do not yet understand death or its finality.

BE CAREFUL NOT TO MANIPULATE

Young children naturally want to please their parents and teachers. They may want to become a 

Christian if they think it will make you happy. Make sure to reiterate that they will know when it’s 

time and not to show any disappointment when they aren’t ready. 

LET GOD LEAD

Your child won’t understand everything perfectly, and you won’t explain everything perfectly. That’s 

ok! It’s the Holy Spirit who draws your child to Himself, not your amazing explanation. 

KEEP PRAYING FOR YOUR CHILD. ALWAYS.

As parents, we have the amazing privilege of introducing Jesus to our children, but it is the Holy 

Spirit who opens their eyes to their sin and need for Him (John 6:44). Pray for them daily to respond 

to Him.

Becoming a Christian: IS MY CHILD READY?
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