
Preschoolers: Main Point: Jesus chooses to love me.

1. Say: “Jesus chooses to love me. He chooses to love you.” Say: “Jesus loves ___” (Insert your child’s name.)

2. Who does Jesus love? (Me! Everyone!)

Review Questions K-5th grade:

1. What did Jesus ask Matthew to do? (Follow Him, Matthew 9:9)

2. Whom did Matthew invite to a special dinner for Jesus? (Other tax collectors & people considered to be sinners, Matthew 9:10)

3. Who complained about Matthew’s dinner guests? (The Pharisees, Matthew 9:11)

4. What did Jesus tell the Pharisees? (He did not come to call righteous people, but sinners; Matthew 9:13)

Discussion Questions K-5th grade:

1. Why do you think Jesus chose Matthew to follow Him?

2. What do you think Jesus meant when He said, “People who are well do not need a doctor, but sick people do?”

3. Is anyone too sinful for Jesus to love? How does today’s story prove your answer?

Preschoolers: Main Point: Jesus has a plan for me.

1. Where did Jesus pray? (In the garden, Matthew 26:36)

2. What does it mean to pray? (When we pray, we are talking to God.)

Review Questions K-5th grade:

1. What did Jesus ask Peter, James, and John to do while He prayed? (To stay nearby and stay awake, Matthew 26:38)

2. What did Jesus pray about? (He asked God if there was any other way to provide forgiveness for sin, Matthew 26:39)

3. What did Peter, James, and John do while Jesus prayed? (They fell asleep, Matthew 26:40)

4. After He prayed, what was Jesus ready to do? (Die on a cross to save people from sin.)

Discussion Questions K-5th grade:

1. If you were Peter, James, and John what would you have done while Jesus prayed?

2. The Bible says Jesus was very troubled when He prayed in the garden. Why? 

3. Why was it necessary for Jesus to die on the cross?

Preschool: Main Point: Jesus will always be with me

1. What did the angel tell the women? (Excitedly say “Jesus is alive” and put both hands in the air”

2. What promise did Jesus make? (hands on chest—I am always with you)

Review Questions K-5th grade:

1. Who rolled the stone away from Jesus’ tomb? (An angel, Matthew 28:2)

2. What did the angel tell the women? (Jesus is not here—He has risen, Matthew 28:6)

3. What did Jesus tell His followers at the beginning of Matthew 28:19? (To go into the world and make disciples, Matthew 28:19).

4. What promise did Jesus make to His followers? (I will be with you always, Matthew 28:20)

Discussion Questions K-5th grade: 

1. Why is it important to know that Jesus is alive? 

2. Jesus told His disciples to teach others about Him. What could you teach someone about Jesus?

3. What does Jesus’ promise, “I will be with you always,” mean to you?
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MATTHEW 9:9-13

Jesus saw a man named Matthew sitting at a tax booth. Matthew was a tax collector. Many 
people did not like tax collectors because sometimes they would steal money. But Jesus loved 
Matthew anyway. He said to Matthew, “Follow Me.” So, Matthew got up and followed Him.

While Jesus and His disciples (helpers) were eating at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and 
other people who did wrong things, came to eat with them. When some teachers saw this, they 
asked Jesus’ disciples, “Why does Jesus eat with tax collectors and these other people?”

When Jesus heard this, He let them know that He came to show God’s love for everyone.

Jesus Chose Matthew

PRESCHOOL BIBLE STORY



MATTHEW 9:9-13

Matthew was a tax collector and often sat at a booth where people came to pay their taxes. 
Many people did not like tax collectors because they often took more money than they were 
supposed to. They kept the extra for themselves! One day Jesus walked by and saw Matthew 
sitting at the tollbooth. Jesus said to Matthew, “Follow Me.” Matthew got up immediately, leaving 
everything behind, and followed Jesus.

Matthew hosted a grand banquet at his house. Jesus and His disciples came to the banquet. 
Many tax collectors and other sinners were also at the banquet eating with Jesus and the 
disciples. When the Pharisees (teachers of the law) saw this, they began to complain to the 
disciples. They asked why Jesus would eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners.

Jesus overheard the Pharisees talking to His disciples. He said to them, “It is not those who 
are well who need a doctor, but those who are sick. For I didn’t come to call the righteous, but 
sinners.” Jesus was not interested in how good a person was or how bad. Jesus wanted people to 
listen and follow Him.

Jesus Chose Matthew
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MATTHEW 26:36-46
Jesus and His disciples (helpers) walked to a place called Gethsemane. It was a garden near the 
bottom of a mountain. Jesus said to the men, “Sit here while I go pray.” Then Jesus told Peter 
and two other disciples, James and John, to go with Him.

Jesus became quiet. He began to think about the plan God had for Him and the things that 
would happen soon. Jesus told His disciples He was sad and wanted them to stay near Him.

While Peter, James and John waited, Jesus walked a little farther away. He fell down on the 
ground and prayed. Jesus asked God to help Him. 

“Whatever You want, God, I will do,” Jesus said.

Jesus walked back to the disciples. He found them sleeping.

“Stay awake and pray,” Jesus said to the men.

Jesus walked away again to pray some more.

When He finished, He went back to the disciples. They were still sleeping!

So Jesus went to pray again. He asked God to help Him be ready to do God’s plan. When Jesus 
finished praying, He returned to His disciples. He told them to get up and leave the garden with 
Him.

Jesus Prays in the Garden

PRESCHOOL BIBLE STORY



MATTHEW 26:36-46
Jesus knew He had come to earth to be the Savior of the world. He knew that meant He would 
have to die. On the last night Jesus spent with His disciples, He took them to a place called 
Gethsemane. Jesus said to the men, “Sit here while I go pray.”  Then Jesus asked Peter and two 
other disciples, James and John, to go a little farther with Him.

Jesus was very sad and troubled because He knew He was going to die on the cross to save 
people from their sins. Jesus asked Peter, James, and John to stay awake with Him because He 
was so distressed.

When Jesus had gone a little farther into the garden alone, He fell to His knees and began to 
pray. He asked God if there was any other way to provide forgiveness other than by dying. Jesus 
did not want to disobey His Father, but He also knew all things are possible for God. Jesus told 
God that He would do whatever God wanted Him to do.

Jesus returned to Peter, James, and John, but found them sleeping. He said to Peter, “Couldn’t 
you stay awake with me for just an hour? Stay awake and pray.” Jesus went alone a second time 
to pray. When He came back, the three were asleep again because they could not keep their eyes 
open.

Finally Jesus went alone a third time to pray. When He returned and found the three men 
sleeping, He told them to get up and go with Him. Jesus knew it was time to go with the soldiers 
and follow through with God’s plan. He was willing to suffer and die on the cross to save us from 
our sin.

Jesus Prays in the Garden
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MATTHEW 28:1-10, 16-20
After Jesus died and was placed in a tomb, a stone was rolled in front of the tomb to seal it. His friends 
Mary Magdalene and another woman named Mary went to visit the place where Jesus’ body had been 
taken. (Move feet as if walking slowly; make a sad face, too.)

There was an earthquake and an angel of the Lord came down from heaven. (Shake in your seat for 
earthquake.)

The angel, who was dressed in white, rolled back the stone that had been placed in front of the tomb 
and sat on it. (Speak in excited voice.) The angel told them Jesus is alive! Jesus was going to Galilee to 
see His disciples (helpers).

This was wonderful news. The women were so happy. They hurried to find Jesus’ disciples to tell them 
the good news. (Smile; move feet as if walking quickly.)

Then Jesus met the women and said, “Good morning! Go tell My disciples to leave for Galilee. They will 
see Me there.”

The women looked for the disciples and told them the news. (Put hand over eyes as if searching.)

When the disciples heard the women’s message, they traveled to the mountain in Galilee where Jesus 
told them to go. When the disciples saw Jesus, they worshiped Him. (Kneel or bow head as if praying.)

Then Jesus spoke to the men, He said, “Go and tell everyone about me. Teach people to do everything 
I have told you.” Jesus told the disciples that they should tell people everywhere that Jesus is alive. 
(Spread arms apart, showing ‘everywhere’.)

“And remember, I am with you always,” Jesus said. (Place both hands on chest.)

Jesus Made a Promise
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MATTHEW 28:1-10, 16-20
Jesus was arrested for crimes He did not commit, beaten, and nailed to a cross where He died for the 
sins of all people. His body was placed in a tomb. A large stone was placed over the opening of the 
tomb. Guards stood by the tomb so no one could get in. The followers of Jesus believed their hope was 
gone.

Early on Sunday morning Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James walked to the tomb. There 
had been a violent earthquake and an angel of the Lord had come down from heaven. The angel rolled 
back the stone that had been placed in front of the tomb and sat on it. The angel had the appearance 
of lightning and his clothes were as white as snow. The guards who had been placed in front of the tomb 
to guard Jesus’ body were so frightened that they fainted and fell to the ground.

When the women saw the angel they were frightened, but the angel reminded them that Jesus had 
risen just as He had told them He would. The angel invited the women to come see where Jesus had 
been and then told them to go and tell Jesus’ disciples what they had seen.

Jesus met the women on the way and said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my disciples to leave 
for Galilee, and they will see me there.”

The women ran to tell the disciples the great news – Jesus is alive! They told the disciples to go to 
Galilee, where Jesus would meet them. The eleven disciples traveled to the mountain in Galilee where 
Jesus had directed them to go.

When the disciples saw Jesus, they worshiped Him. Jesus said to the men, “Go and make disciples 
everywhere. Baptize people and teach them to do everything I have told you.” Then Jesus made an 
amazing promise. He promised to be with them always!

Jesus Made a Promise
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