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How to Use this Resource

ENGAGE the Text
Each day, read the Scriptures first and then the devotionals. Our hope is that you make 
time to reflect and personally grow in understanding about this pivotal week in the life 
of Christ. Familiarity of certain things that we have heard can often keep us from seeing 
the text anew. You may have additional commentaries or resources that you might use. 
Dig in this week! 

ENGAGE Your Family
Our prayer is for each family to engage the truths of Scripture together. At the end of each 
devotional, we have provided prompts, activities, and conversation starters that can assist 
you in experiencing the devotionals as a family. Find a time each day that works best for 
you. Don’t feel overwhelmed with finding major blocks of time but make it a priority to 
schedule a few moments each day. It’s worth it!

ENGAGE & INVITE Others
Our mission is to tell and invite others into this grand story as we engage the whole person 
with the whole gospel of Jesus Christ. Yes, these are challenging and unprecedented times, 
but they are also times of great opportunity to reach out, reassure, and invite others into 
a story of extraordinary hope. The challenge before you this week is to bring others into 
conversations around the Scriptures and devotionals leading up to Easter Sunday.

Easter is the most important celebration of the year for those 
who believe in Jesus. We focus on how Christ gave His life on the 
cross and then rose from the grave. He sacrificed so that we may 
have eternal life through Him! 

Our hope is that you will join us in reading the Scriptures this week as we explore 
the life of Christ during Holy Week leading toward Resurrection Sunday. We 
desire for you to utilize these devotionals that describe each day of this week to 
grow personally, dialogue with your family around the Bible, and create gospel 
conversations with others by inviting them to join you. 

Would you consider doing this?

We are praying for you as you engage the Scriptures this week!

• Pray for and invite along one friend or family, who does not follow Jesus yet, to join you 

this week in reading the Scriptures and devotionals by utilizing the talking points provided. 

• Encourage those you’ve invited along during this time to join you in discussion by calling 

them, using video chat (i.e. FaceTime, Zoom, or Skype), or use another platform for 

conversation.  

• Encourage them to worship with you at your campus when we get back to gathering as a 

church family. Meet them for coffee, lunch, or have them over for dinner soon. 

• Continue to do life on life ministry.
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  S U N D A Y ,  A P R I L  5         by Amy-Jo Girardier, Brentwood Baptist Church

Save Us, We Pray!

Today is day one of Holy Week, traditionally called Palm Sunday. It’s the day 
when Jesus rode down from the Mount of Olives into Jerusalem. As He rode 
on a borrowed colt, the crowds began to lay down palm leaves and chant, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! He who comes in the name of the Lord is the 
blessed One! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” The word hosanna means 
“save us, we pray.”

The crowd recognized that by coming into Jerusalem on a colt, Jesus was 
fulfilling a messianic prophecy from Zechariah 9:9. The people acknowledged 
Him as a type of savior. They thought He was going to be the savior they 
were looking for—but they didn’t know He was the Messiah they needed. 
They thought He was going to conquer Rome. Instead, He was on a path to 
conquer sin and death. 

On that Palm Sunday, Jesus was their hero, and they cheered Him on to 
be the savior they wanted Him to be. But later that day, Jesus wept as He 
looked at Jerusalem and its temple. Maybe He was weeping because He 
knew what He would be doing for the people was something the temple had 
only hinted at. Maybe He wept over the hearts that did not know just how 
much they needed Him. 

There are times even today when we can be fan-followers of Jesus. There are 
times when we join the crowd and cheer about how much we love Jesus. But, 
what about those days when Jesus doesn’t read our memo of how we want 
Him to work? What about those days when Jesus doesn’t show up in the way 
we expected Him to? We cry out to Him, “Save us!” However, we really want 
to be saved on our terms. 

Palm Sunday is a day when we celebrate how the King of Peace came into 
this world to save us. But to know His salvation requires more than cheering 
and laying down palm leaves. Instead, it requires that we surrender our 
hearts to the one who truly is our Savior.

Matthew 21:8-11



5

Questions: 

As we enter into Holy Week, it is our prayer that this guide will help you 
surrender those things you cling to that need to be laid down before Jesus. 

1. Maybe you have yet to truly call out, “Hosanna!” to Him and respond to 
His lordship in your heart and life. Maybe you have been calling hosanna 
to everything else, but you are realizing those people or things can’t save 
you. Today may be the day for you to call out to Jesus to be your Savior. If 
this is your decision, we would be delighted to pray with you and talk with 
you. We invite you to contact us at BrentwoodBaptist.com/nextsteps.

2. Read Psalm 118. The Jews would recite the prayer found in Psalm 113-118 
as part of their praise and thanksgiving during the Jewish Holy Days. The 
Hallel, which the crowd in Jerusalem was quoting, is found in Psalm 118:25-
26. As you read Psalm 118, it’s a beautiful reminder that our trust needs 
to be in the Lord. Underline the passages that jump off the page to you. 
What is it that your heart needs to give thanks for? How does your heart 
need to be reminded to take refuge in the Lord instead of in other things? 
What is it that you need to cry out to Jesus for?

3. Today, write the word hosanna on your hand. Pray that God would provide 
you with an opportunity to share your testimony with someone. Share 
about when your heart recognized your need for the Savior, and you cried 
out, “Save me!” 

Family Activity: 

Items Needed: thin/flexible branch and two sticks

Take a walk outside with your family. Tell everyone to find a thin/flexible 
branch and two sticks. Remove any leaves from the branch. Then, use the 
branch to tie the sticks in the shape of a cross. Once everyone has made their 
cross, read today’s scripture passage again and discuss how we celebrate 
the love Jesus showed us.

Prayer: 
Lord, let me not simply be a fan who cheers for You when it’s easy and 
popular. Help me to surrender my heart and will to You, allowing You to be 
king of my life.

Click here to watch this video for a summary
of Palm Sunday through the crucifixion of Christ. 

https://www.brentwoodbaptist.com/groups
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_unHmAf7INk#action=share
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  M O N D A Y ,  A P R I L  6         by Juan Sali, The Church at Station Hill

Living as The Temple

If you were to describe Jesus in one word, what would it be? Did you choose 
a word like savior, lamb, kind, loving, or powerful? Did you choose the word 
angry? If you spent any time in church as a kid, you probably recall images 
that were meant to portray Jesus. I bet none of them showed Him turning 
over tables in the temple. They were usually pictures of Him teaching or 
spending time with kids—pictures that pretty much made Him look like the 
Pied Piper. In reality, Jesus is loving, kind,t and inviting. However, He is so 
much more than that.
 
In our passage today, Mark gives an account of Jesus giving what for to 
all the businessmen and women, who had turned the temple and Passover 
celebration into an exploited opportunity to make a buck. 
 
Jesus had incredibly high expectations for what should and should not 
happen in God’s temple. If someone was going to deviate from those 
expectations, especially for their personal gain, He wanted to communicate 
that such behavior was unacceptable.

So, what about us? Do we know and lean into the standards and expectations 
Christ has set for our daily living as image-bearers? What about our attitude 
toward His church, toward the lost, toward our spouses, kids, or other 
brothers and sisters in Christ? What about our giving of our time, talents, 
and resources? 

Jesus is all-loving, and He invites us all to have a seat at the table. But, 
He also has standards and expectations for how His followers should live. 
Remember, at the end of the day, we are Christ's ambassadors if we are in 
Him. With that in mind, His standards are reasonable to expect. We might 
think, “Man, that is such a tight rope to walk and a high standard to live 
by.” However, the good news for us is that Jesus doesn’t expect us to work 
that out on our own. He has given us help through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 1 Peter 1:3 says, “His divine power has given us everything required for 
life and godliness through the knowledge of Him who called us by His glory 
and goodness.” Let us confidently steward our lives for His glory through His 
power.

“Don’t you know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 
whom you have from God. You are not your own, for you were bought at a 
price. So, glorify God with your body." — 1 Corinthians 6:19-20

Mark 11:15-18
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Questions: 

1. This passage points us to the fact that Jesus was not pleased with how 
others were dishonoring God with their actions. What are some ways 
people today dishonor God without even noticing? Are you guilty of any 
of these? If so, which ones?

2. What areas of your life in Christ are in greater need of alignment with Him?

3. In what way are you demonstrating reliance on the Holy Spirit to 
accomplish this in you? 

Family Activity #1: 

Items Needed: painter's tape

Put a piece of tape on a wall at your house. Make sure it is up high so it 
cannot be reached by your children. As you discuss today’s devotion on 
God’s standards, be sure to emphasize that we are unable to reach them 
on our own. 

Ask your children to take turns jumping to try and touch the tape. You may 
want to incentivize them with a treat. After they give up, connect that to the 
point that reaching God’s standards is impossible without Christ. 

Then, pick them up so that they can touch the tape. Let them know that we 
can meet God’s standards when we are made righteous through Christ.

Family Activity #2:  (alternative for older children)

Items Needed: saltine crackers, something to drink

Instead of the tape activity, gather some saltine crackers for your family 
(enough for six crackers for each family member). Set a 60-second timer 
and see if anyone can eat all six saltines in 60 seconds or less. It seems like 
an easy task, but it is nearly impossible to achieve. Unless it’s absolutely 
necessary, wait until the activity is over to take a sip of your drink.”

Prayer: 
Lord, help me to live a life that is pleasing to You. Though I could never achieve 
Your perfect standard, thank You that your death and resurrection on my 
behalf allows me to be in right standing with You. May Your Holy Spirit lead 
and empower me to live in a way that points others to Jesus. 

Click here to watch this preparation video for the Family Passover
Seder Meal. Download the Family Passover Seder Guide here.

https://vimeo.com/403370399
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   T U E S D A Y ,  A P R I L  7         by Hunter Melton, The Church at Avenue South

Following Jesus Is Worth It All

Can you imagine a whole year of your salary being poured out onto the 
floor? Can you imagine the most precious item you have ever possessed 
being given away? Sounds crazy, right? In reality, though, if Jesus was with 
you, standing right in front of you, would those things actually be enough? 
What would you be willing to give for the One who gave Himself for you?
 
In Mark 14:3-9, a woman was in this exact situation. Jesus was entering 
His final days on earth, and He stopped in a home to eat and be with His 
disciples. While they were there, a woman stormed into the house with the 
force of praise and worship to Christ. However, she not only praised Him with 
words—she praised Him with a sacrifice. Taking a bottle of costly perfume, 
she opened it and poured it over Jesus’ head. 

People there mocked and questioned her action. That bottle could have been 
sold for a whole year’s worth of money! However, the woman knew what she 
was doing. This was a year’s worth of labor and sacrifice being poured on 
the head of the soon-to-be slain Lamb of God. This was her act of praise to 
the Lord!

This woman is an example of what it means to be wholly committed to 
Christ, not just in word but also in action. Too many times our words of 
praise in a church setting do not match up with our actions outside it. This 
woman understood that true praise could often speak louder when there are 
no words. She understood the preciousness of Jesus, and she saw even her 
most valuable possession as simply a tool to praise God. 

Interestingly, her radical worship led to ridicule even from those who knew 
Jesus and followed Him. Isn’t it ironic that whenever we do something radical 
for Jesus, there can be ridicule from other Christians? However, the soon-
to-be death-conquering King knew what she had done. Jesus affirmed her 
sacrifice by giving her a place in God’s Word.

Friends, hold nothing back from Jesus today. He is worth our entire life being 
offered as a sacrifice of praise. This woman’s actions were beautiful, but it 
wasn’t the perfume itself that was praiseworthy. Rather, it was her heart 
for Christ—a heart that moved her to action. Christ doesn’t want our earthly 
things if He can’t have our whole hearts devoted to Him. Give Jesus your 
whole life in praise today and forever.

Mark 14:3-9
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Questions: 

1. What are the earthly things in your life right now that you would not give 
to Jesus? Why do they have such a hold on you?

2. How would your life look different today if you gave Jesus total control of it?

Family Activity: 

Items Needed: 
• funnel
• large clear jar (a mason jar should work well)
• plastic mini bottles
• scissors
• fragrant herbs/flowers
• oranges, grapefruits, lemons
• food coloring
• water
• glitter
• droppers

Cut the fragrant herbs or tear them off the stems. You will want to smash the 
flowers in your hands to help to release their scent. Let your child decide which 
fruits will be used. Take small bits of the fruits and place them in the bottom 
of the large clear jar. Fill the jar about three-fourths full with clear water. After 
that, have your kids add some of the liquid colors with their droppers. You 
can also add glitter for an extra pop! Once everything is added, close the 
jar and allow the ingredients to fuse for around 30 minutes, shaking every 
so often. Then, use the funnel to divvy up the ingredients between different 
bottles so everyone can enjoy the new perfume!

Prayer: 
Lord, may I be lavish in my devotion toward You, holding all I have with an 
open hand in surrender to You. Your worth is far above any earthly treasure or 
value. Take my heart and use it for Your purposes.
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   W E D N E S D A Y ,  A P R I L  8         by Dave Kruse, The Church at West Franklin

Is He Worth It?

Have you ever read a story about someone who does something spectacular? 
Now, it might be the wrong kind of spectacular that results in some crazy 
ending or it could be a great kind of spectacular that showcases the kindness 
or resilience of people. When I read these types of stories, I often find myself 
wondering how that person got to that point. 

The same is true when I read today’s passage. How did Judas get to the 
point where he was willing to betray Jesus? When you think about it, it seems 
unfathomable that he could do that. He was part of Jesus’ inner circle. He 
spent more time with Jesus than almost anyone else. He witnessed Jesus’ 
miraculous moments: walking on water, healing people, driving out demons, 
and more. He was there when Jesus taught in astonishing ways and when 
He answered (and confounded) the Jewish religious leaders. He also heard 
Jesus explain His parables. As I look at Judas, I wonder how he could ever 
betray Jesus. 

But consider the stress and pressure surrounding Judas. He was walking 
with a man who was challenging the religious norms of the day. And if we’re 
honest, we realize those who challenge the norms aren’t always the most 
accepted. Judas was being challenged to let go of what he knew in exchange 
for the unknown (the familiar is always more comfortable). He was being 
challenged by those with power and authority—that’s not easy or desirable. 
And at some point, Judas came to the question everyone has to answer: 
“Is following Jesus worth it?” We know Judas’ decision, and we label him a 
villain. 

But if I’m honest, I’m more like Judas than I care to admit. I am weak and 
selfish. I am sinful and hateful. I look for comfort and convenience. I avoid 
confrontation. And, I too am faced with the question: “Is following Jesus 
worth it?”

Unlike Judas, however, I have the benefit of looking back at the cross. I 
can discover who Jesus is, what He accomplished through His death and 
resurrection, and the freedom found in Him that delivers me from my sinful 
and self-destructive decisions and behaviors. I find hope and forgiveness in 
Jesus, even if following Him leads me to uncomfortable places and situations. 
So, maybe the question we should ask when we read this passage isn’t: 
“How did Judas get to this point?” Maybe we should ask, “Is following Jesus 
worth it?”

Matthew 26:1-5, 14-16
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Questions: 

1. Start by asking yourself, “Is following Jesus worth it?”

2. No matter what your answer is, ask yourself, “Why is that my answer?” 
You may want to write down your reasons.

Family Activity: 

Items Needed: pen & paper

Give each child a pen and paper.  Ask them to write at the top of their page 
one thing they hope to do or be when they get older (i.e. be a professional 
athlete/dancer, run a marathon, develop a superpower, etc.) Brainstorm with 
them all the things they will have to do in order to do or become what they 
wrote at the top of their page (i.e. practice all the different moves for that 
sport, use a weight room, develop endurance, or get bitten by a radioactive 
spider.) After you all have brainstormed, ask them if they think all the work 
is worth it to become that person or do that activity. Have a conversation 
about their answer.

Flip the page over and write, “Follow Jesus.” With your children, brainstorm 
all the things they think it takes to follow Jesus. Based on what they say, be 
sure to use this as opportunity to speak about what it means to follow Jesus. 
After you finish brainstorming, ask them if they think it is worth all those 
things to follow Jesus. Use this as an opportunity to share why you follow 
Jesus and answer any questions they might have.

Prayer: 
Lord, I shudder to realize that I have the capacity to betray You like Judas or 
deny You like Peter.  Please guard my heart and help me realize that you are 
worth following even at the expense of my own comfort or popularity.

Click here to join us on Facebook Live tonight at 6:00 PM for our Family 
Passover Seder Meal. Please refer to the Family Passover Seder Guide.

https://www.facebook.com/brentwoodbaptistchurch/
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   T H U R S D A Y ,  A P R I L  9         by Alex Buckler, The Church at Nolensville

The Body Broken & Blood Shed for All

Some of the most difficult betrayals in life come through those emotional, 
physical, mental, or spiritual scars caused by family members. There may be 
nothing more distressing than the realization that someone in your life, who 
was supposed to protect, nurture, and guide you, was in fact the one who 
hurt you, neglected you, or led you astray.

Many of us silently carry these scars. The weight of emptiness, where there 
was once abundance, can leave even the most optimistic person lonely and 
scared. This is true, not only because of our initial loss, but also because we 
are then afraid to open ourselves up to another person in the same way—
especially to someone who reminds us of our betrayer. 

Since sin entered the world, our community has been broken—whether in our 
natural or spiritual family. Adam and Eve betrayed God, and later, one of 
the disciples betrayed Christ. Two relationships—originally initiated by God—
were now severed as a result of man’s selfishness. Because of Adam and 
Eve’s disobedience, sin entered the world and disrupted perfect community 
with God. After the disciple’s betrayal, a new chapter began in God’s 
redemptive plan with Christ’s journey to the cross, resulting in the restoration 
of our relationship with God and each other.

Christ’s broken body and shed blood purchased righteousness for us who 
believe, but we await the complete restoration of all things in the future. In 
other words, we find ourselves at the intersection of the “already” and the 
“not yet.” In the waiting for God’s full restoration of creation, some people 
have doubted God’s goodness and promises, especially those who are still 
in broken relationships. As disciples of Jesus, we must sacrifice our desires 
and self-interests to extend forgiveness to those who have hurt us. Can there 
be a greater act of love than to release our pride, expectations, and scars 
into God’s hands? This, Church, is what sets us apart. We are holy because 
Christ’s sacrifice makes us holy. Therefore, forgiveness is not to be given in 
our own strength, but rather through obedience to God in light of the cross 
and the power of His Spirit within us. May we forgive others as we have been 
forgiven.

Luke 22:7-23
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Questions: 

1. What sin against you has not been forgiven?

2. What emotions do you feel when you think about restoring your 
relationship with the person who has hurt you?

3. Do you believe Christ, who understands your emotions, can give you the 
grace to seek peace and healing?

Family Activity #1 - Engaging Family: 

Items Needed: paper, pen, & bowl

Give everyone in your family a piece of paper. Ask them to prayerfully write 
down the name of the person who has hurt them most on a slip of paper. 
Also ask God to reveal anyone they have hurt within their family that they 
need to seek forgiveness from. Place those slips of paper under a bowl 
saying, “Christ’s body broken and blood shed for this sin.” For the next three 
days, pray for those people, and if possible, seek to reconcile with them. On 
Sunday, consider updating the rest of your family on your heart condition 
and the conditions of these relationships. Celebrate victories and encourage 
others in the “not yet.”

Family Activity #2 - Engaging Others: 

Many people outside of the church have been hurt by members of the church 
who claim to be acting on Christ’s behalf. Discuss how you could use this 
passage and your own testimony to explain that they are not alone in that 
pain and that Christ can empathize with and meet them in that pain. What 
would it look like to bring the gospel message to someone who does not 
realize their Lord and Savior was hurt and rejected by His family and by 
those He was giving His life to save? 

Prayer: 
Lord, you know what it means to be betrayed and hurt by others. Still, You 
gave Your life for us and forgave the undeserving. As I receive Your forgiveness 
for all my sin, give me the strength to extend that same love and forgiveness 
to others. 
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   F R I D A Y ,  A P R I L  1 0         by Susan Foster, The Church at Harpeth Heights

The Storm

One of my favorite places to get away from the world and be still before 
Jesus is the sunroom on the back of our house. I enjoy curling up in a big 
comfy chair, sipping my coffee, looking at the towering trees and landscape, 
and listening to the morning songbirds. 

One spring morning, I woke to an early morning storm and had a disappointing 
realization—sitting in my favorite place wouldn’t be the same that morning. 
“How sad that it is raining,” I thought, “and the birds will not be singing.” As I 
walked through the kitchen to get my coffee and then meandered toward the 
door to the sunroom, I found my thoughts wandering to questions of what 
those songbirds do during storms. 

I turned the knob, and as the door opened, an overwhelming melody filled the 
air. Those songbirds were actually singing in the storm, and the storm was 
magnifying the volume of their song! As I settled in to enjoy their concert, I 
drew my weathered Bible close and opened it to my reading passage for the 
day: Luke 22 and 23.

In these passages, Jesus is walking through His last days. He is walking in 
circumstances we would all consider difficult. People are questioning who He 
is. They’re insulting, mocking, humiliating, and torturing Him. Yet, despite 
going through what any of us would consider a horrible storm, Jesus walked 
with concern for others, hope for the future, and trust in His Father. 

On His way to His crucifixion, He turned to the weeping women and 
encouraged them to not cry for Him, but for the generations to come (Luke 
23:28). He petitioned His Father to forgive those who were brutally abusing 
Him (Luke 23:34). He told one of the criminals beside Him, “Today you will be 
with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). Then, with His final breaths, He entrusted 
His spirit into God’s hands (Luke 23:46). 

What an example for us to live by during seasons of storms and trials! Even 
when circumstances are rough and difficult, we can still walk with love for 
others, hope for the future, and trust in Jesus. Like the songbirds, we never 
have to stop singing our praises to Jesus. As we walk through the storms of 
life, our songs can testify to the glory of God and to the peace and trust we 
have because of Him. 

Luke 22:63-71; Luke 23:1-49
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Questions: 

1. Think about the times you have entrusted everything to God. Are there 
areas you still need to work on giving to Him?

2. What are ways you can serve others? Is loving your neighbor part of your 
weekly rhythm?

3. Do you see and feel God’s presence in your life? Make a list of “storms” 
that have passed and ways God has provided. Rejoice and thank Him for 
always being near.

Family Activity: 

Take a walk together as a family. Encourage your children to be very quiet for 
one minute, listening for all the sounds they can hear. Then as you continue 
to walk, talk about the sounds you have heard. Point out that God made the 
birds. See if they can find other things He made—the grass, the flowers, the 
leaves. Remind your family that God made everything in creation, including 
them. He loves them and created them for a purpose. End your walk with a 
prayer, thanking God for loving us and for all He has made.

Prayer: 
Lord, when I go through the storms of life, help me remember that You have 
weathered betrayal, horrific suffering, crucifixion, and death. Thank You for 
Your sacrificial love. May I receive that love and spread it to those around me.
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   S A T U R D A Y ,  A P R I L  1 1      by Marlin Keel & Truth Seekers Class, The Church at Woodbine

Truth That Transforms

All four Gospel writers include the compelling account of Joseph of Arimathea 
caring for the body of Jesus after His death on the cross. Compiling 
information from each Gospel account reveals the following about Joseph: 

·  He was a rich and prominent member of the Jewish Council.
·  He was a disciple of Jesus in secret, for he feared the Jews. 
·  He was waiting for the kingdom of God.
·  He was not in agreement with the decision the Council made regarding 
   Jesus.
·  He went boldly to Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus.
·  He had help from Nicodemus in removing Jesus’ body from the cross & 
   preparing His body for burial.
·  He placed Jesus’ body in the tomb that he had prepared for himself.

No doubt Joseph had spent time listening to Jesus speak and watching Him 
minister. The Bible gives us many accounts of Jesus being surrounded by 
an audience of believers and curious seekers. Often in the outer perimeter of 
those audiences, there would be nay-sayers from the Scribes and Pharisees, 
whose only purpose was to trap Jesus and bring charges against Him 
for violating the Judaic Law. Perhaps Joseph was a silent member of the 
nay-sayers, but as he listened intently to the truth from Jesus, over-time it 
changed his heart.

Shackled by fear of the Jews, by peer pressure, and by a desire to conform 
to the status quo, Joseph remained a believer from a safe distance. 
Nevertheless, the work of God’s transforming Word was real in his life. As 
Henry Blackaby observes, Joseph’s transformation into a “disciple in action” 
is a powerful picture of how God speaks to someone’s heart and moves them 
to make major adjustments in their life to join God in His work.* 

Joseph boldly went to Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus. The Judaic laws 
regarding defilement and uncleanliness were no longer his concerns as he 
struggled to remove the abused body of Jesus from the cross. Love motivated 
Joseph to prepare Jesus’ body for burial and then place it in his own self-
hewn tomb. By responding to the invitation of God, Joseph’s actions fulfilled 
the prophecy in Isaiah 53:9 that Jesus would be buried with the rich.

The Word never changes. God, the Alpha and the Omega, is the same 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow. God is at work today, and He invites you 
and me to join Him in His transforming work. May our hearts be fertile soil 
where His invitation takes root and moves us to be disciples in action through 
obedience to His leadership. 

*The Seven Realities of Experiencing God, Henry Blackaby Ministries

Luke 23:50-56
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Questions: 

Read Matthew 27:57-61, Mark 15:42-47, and John 19:38-42 to get a more 
complete picture of the character Joseph of Arimathea.

1. Are fear, peer pressure, or conformity hampering your willingness to more 
openly serve and worship Jesus?

2. Are you more comfortable being a disciple in secret, or does your love for 
Jesus draw you closer to the front lines of service?

3. Read and spend time contemplating The Seven Realities of Experiencing 
God. 

Family Activity:  

Items Needed: large poster board & wide sharpies

Let’s have a family brainstorming session! Find a comfortable spot in your 
home where you can all sit together and set up the poster board. Decide 
on one person to write or take turns. Remind everyone that Joseph once 
followed Jesus in silence but that changed once He was crucified. Joseph 
became bold when he began to take care of Jesus’ body after it was hung on 
the cross. Talk as a family about what it means to be bold. When it comes to 
serving Jesus, in what ways can you and your children be bold like Joseph? In 
big, bold letters, write the ways down on your large poster board. When you 
are done, hang the poster board up where everyone is reminded of it daily!

Prayer: 
Lord, forgive me for the times when I have tried to be a secret disciple, admiring 
You from afar but slow to tell others about You. Like Joseph, transform me so 
that I am a disciple in action, boldly identifying with You and serving others in 
the name of Jesus.
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   S U N D A Y ,  A P R I L  1 2      by Sally Cressman, The Church at Lockeland Springs

Resurrection Day

When Mary and the women came to the tomb with burial spices, they 
certainly did not expect an open grave, an angel visitation, or an empty 
tomb. They were totally surprised to hear the angels announce, “He is not 
here, but He has risen!”

The angels reminded the women that Jesus had spoken of this future event. 
Even though the women remembered Jesus saying He would be buried and 
raised on the third day, uncertainty still clouded their thoughts.

They raced to the disciples and told them all they had seen and heard. The 
disciples thought it was nonsense, but the words and image tumbled around 
in Peter’s mind. He too wanted to witness this empty tomb. After seeing only 
linen cloths, Peter walked away amazed—but doubt still remained. 
 
A dead body raised from the dead? Didn’t Jesus say He would rise again in 
three days? Could the impossible become possible?

The disciples’ and women’s finite minds had yet to catch up with their infinite 
God. Many prophets had foretold that Jesus would rise from the dead (Psalm 
16:11, Isaiah 53), but the reality of the resurrection was still extremely hard to 
fathom. 

Gratefully, our struggle to believe does not diminish the “once and for 
all” sacrifice offered on our behalf. The truth of the resurrection does not 
fluctuate with our wavering faith; rather, it relies on the solid proof of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection recorded in God’s Word. Our limited minds don’t need 
to comprehend the full magnitude of Jesus’ resurrection for it to be credible. 

What happened to the burial spices Mary and the women had brought to 
the tomb? Luke doesn’t mention them again—because they weren’t needed. 
A resurrection had taken place! Wavering faith blossomed into belief that 
resurrection morning. 

The tomb is empty, my friend. Offer your wavering faith to God this 
morning—believe and live.

Luke 24:1-12
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Questions: 

1. What do you believe about the resurrection? What appears to be nonsense 
to you?

2. How do you identify with the women’s and disciples’ wavering faith?

3. “Stoop down and look” into the empty tomb. What other proof do you 
need to believe? 

4. What difference does the resurrection make in your life?

Family Activity:  

Items Needed: children's Bible & sidewalk chalk

Read the Easter story from a children’s Bible. Choose 3-5 scenes from the 
story (i.e. the cross, tomb, stone rolled away, empty tomb, or Jesus talking 
to Mary). Allow each family member to pick the scene he or she wants to 
draw. Guide your children to draw the scenes in order with chalk on the 
sidewalk (if it’s raining, draw in the garage or go inside and draw on paper.) 
Write at the end of your story, “Jesus is alive!” After each family member 
has finished their masterpiece, invite your child to tell the Easter story using 
your drawings. Encourage your child to invite a neighbor over and share the 
Easter story again.

Prayer: 
Lord, thank You that Your resurrection is a reminder of your power over sin 
and death. You offer hope beyond the grave!  Help me to live a life inspired by            
a kingdom that will not end. Hallelujah, what a Savior!

Click here to watch this video for a summary of the 
gospel of Luke, with a focus on the resurrection of Christ. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vb24Lk1Oh5M#action=share
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ARE YOU
LOOKING 
FOR PEACE 
RIGHT NOW?
Our online groups are 
here for you. We’re a 
community of caring 
people, who want you 
to be encouraged as we 
study the Bible together.


