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Church family,

Easter is the most important celebration of the year for those who believe in 
Jesus. We focus on how Christ gave His life on the cross and then rose from the 
grave. He sacrificed so that we may have eternal life through Him! 

Our hope is that you will join us in reading the Scriptures this week as we ex-
plore the life of Christ throughout Holy Week, leading us toward Resurrection 
Sunday. We desire for you to utilize these devotionals that describe each day 
of this week and that you would grow personally, dialogue with your family 
around the Bible, and create gospel conversations with others by inviting 
them to join you. 

What tools do you need for this time? 
All you need this week is a bible and a candle! 

Why do we need a candle? During Advent, we light candles to symbolize wait-
ing for the Messiah. The last candle we light is the Christ candle to symbolize 
that the Light of the World has come. We want to use this same symbolism 
during these holy week family Bible times. Follow the directions for lighting 
the candle each day during your family’s Bible time. It will help the time feel 
set apart, and it will also provide powerful symbolism as the week progresses.

We are praying for you as you engage with the Scriptures this week!

Is your family on-the-go this week? 
Listen along to this week’s Holy Week Guide on the podcast! 
Visit Brentwood.Church/Easter to download the podcast. 
Episodes released daily April 2-10! 
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Light the candle as you begin your time together. Explain to 
your family that at Christmas, we lit the Christ candle to remind 
us that Jesus has come. This candle lit during Holy Week helps 
us continue to remember that.

It’s Palm Sunday! The start of Holy Week! 
Before we begin looking at today’s bible text, let’s discuss 
some questions. 

• What is a kind thing has someone done for you?
• How did it make you feel?
• Why do you think they did this kind thing for you?
• Listen to the kind things the crowd did for Jesus as He 
 entered Jerusalem.

Let’s read today’s scripture reading: 

 A very large crowd spread their clothes on the road; 
 others were cutting branches from the trees and   
 spreading them on the road. Then the crowds who   
 went ahead of him and those who followed shouted:

 ‘Hosanna’ to the Son of David!
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 ‘Hosanna’ in the highest heaven!
 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in 
 an uproar, saying, “Who is this?” 

 Matthew 21:8-10

Day 1 Palm Sunday
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Now, let’s discuss some questions about the Scripture 
as a family:

• Tell me what happened in the Scripture we just listened to.

• What did you like about it?

• Was there anything you didn’t understand? 
  Anything you didn’t like? Tell me about it.

• What did you learn about God?

• What did you learn about people?

• What could you do to share with someone else?

  Let’s end our time together in prayer. 
   Take a moment to call out to God, just as the people did to 
   Jesus while He passed by them. Tell Him something you 
   love about Him.  

I’m so thankful Jesus entered Jerusalem, where He would die for your sins and 
mine. Each time you remember this Scripture passage today, quietly thank 
Him in your heart for His great love for you.
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Light the candle as you begin your time together. 
Remind your family that this candle lit during Holy Week helps 
us continue to remember that Jesus has come.

To start our time together today, let’s discuss some questions. 
• What makes you feel angry?
• Do you think Jesus ever got angry? Why or why not?

Today, we are going to read about a time when 
Jesus got angry. Listen to see if you can figure out why He 
was angry.

They came to Jerusalem, and he went into the temple 
and began to throw out those buying and selling. He 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the 
chairs of those selling doves, and would not permit 
anyone to carry goods through the temple. He was 
teaching them: “Is it not written, My house will be 
called a house of prayer for all nations? But you have 
made it a den of thieves! ”

The chief priests and the scribes heard it and started 
looking for a way to kill him. For they were afraid of 
him, because the whole crowd was astonished by his 
teaching. 

 Mark 11:15-18

Day 2 Monday
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Now, it’s time to discuss some questions from the Scripture. 

• Tell me what happened in the Scripture we just listened to.

• What did you like about it?

• Was there anything you didn’t understand? 
  Anything you didn’t like? Tell me about it.

• What did you learn about God?

• What did you learn about people?

• What could you do to share with someone else?

  Let’s end our time together in prayer. 
   Ask God to help you know what to do when you get angry. 
   Thank Him for making a way for your family to worship Him.

Jesus made a mess in the temple because He was angry and wanted to get rid 
of all the bad things in God’s house. He did this because He loved God and 
wanted others to respect God. Today, think about the things you say and how 
you act. Ask God to help you respect and honor Him.
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Light the candle as you begin your time together. 
Remind your family that this candle lit during Holy Week helps 
us continue to remember that Jesus has come.

To start our time together each day, let’s discuss some 
questions. 
• What do you have that’s very special—so special that 
 it’s your favorite? Maybe a favorite toy, a favorite shirt, 
 or something else very special to you.
• How hard would it be to share your favorite thing?
• Would you ever give your favorite thing away?

In our Scripture passage today, a woman gives 
something very special to Jesus. Listen to hear what it is.

Day 3 Tuesday

While he was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as he was 
reclining at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very 
expensive perfume of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured it on 
his head. But some were expressing indignation to one another: “Why 
has this perfume been wasted? For this perfume might have been sold 
for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” And they 
began to scold her.

Jesus replied, “Leave her alone. Why are you bothering her? She has 
done a noble thing for me. You always have the poor with you, and 
you can do what is good for them whenever you want, but you do 
not always have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed 
my body in advance for burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is 
proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in 
memory of her.”            

                                                                 Mark 14:3-9
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It’s question time! 

• Tell me what happened in the Scripture we just listened to.

• What did you like about it?

• Was there anything you didn’t understand? 
  Anything you didn’t like? Tell me about it.

• What did you learn about God?

• What did you learn about people?

• What could you do to share with someone else?

  Let’s end our time together in prayer. 
   Take turns asking God to help you show love today to your 
   family and to God.

Today, you might smell some wonderful things. Food. Flowers. Lotion. Soap. 
As you smell these wonderful smells, remember the special perfume the 
woman poured on Jesus as her special act of worship. Take a moment to tell 
Jesus how much you love Him, too.
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Light the candle as you begin your time together. 
Remind your family that this candle lit during Holy Week helps 
us continue to remember that Jesus has come.

To start our time together each day, let’s discuss some 
questions. 
• Tell your family about one of your friends. 
• What do you like best about your friend?
• Can you think of a time when a friend made you sad? 
  Tell your family about it.

Even Jesus had a friend who made Him sad.  
Listen to today’s Scripture passage to hear what happened.

Day 4 Wednesday

Then one of the Twelve, the man called Judas 
Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, “What 
are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” 
So they weighed out thirty pieces of silver for him. 
And from that time he started looking for a good 
opportunity to betray him. 

 Matthew 26:14-16
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Now, let’s get to our discussion questions.

• Tell me what happened in the Scripture we just listened to.

• What did you like about it?

• Was there anything you didn’t understand? 
  Anything you didn’t like? Tell me about it.

• What did you learn about God?

• What did you learn about people?

• What could you do to share with someone else?

  Let’s end our time together in prayer. 
   Thank Jesus for being with you and understanding what it 
   feels like when a friend betrays you. Ask Him to help you 
   forgive and show love to a friend who has betrayed you. 
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Light the candle as you begin your time together. 
Remind your family that this candle lit during Holy Week helps 
us continue to remember that Jesus has come.

To start our time together each day, let’s discuss some 
questions. 
• Talk about a special meal your family has had. 
  What did you like about it?
• What is something special your family does to help you 
 remember an important event? For example: singing 
 “Happy Birthday” and eating cake together to remember 
 someone’s birthday.

Day 5 Thursday

Jesus and His friends did something special to help them 
remember, too. It was called the Passover meal. Today, the 
Thursday of Holy Week, is called Maundy Thursday. It is the 
day we stop and remember the last supper that Jesus ate with 
His disciples. We call it Maundy Thursday because “maundy” 
comes from the word “mandatum,” or “a command.” On this 
day, we stop and think about the commands that Jesus gave 
His disciples the night before He died. He asked them to 
remember.

Hundreds of years before that last supper, God’s special 
people (called the Israelites) lived in Egypt as slaves. The 
Egyptians were mean to them and treated them unfairly, so 
God started making a plan to rescue them. He asked a man 
named Moses to help them escape from Egypt.
One night, God told Moses to have every Israelite family kill 
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a lamb and paint some of its blood over the doorway of their 
homes. During the night, an Angel of Death came through the 
streets in Egypt and killed the oldest son in every house that 
didn’t have blood on the door. But no one died in the houses 
that had blood on the door. The blood of the Passover lamb 
saved God’s people from death.

The Egyptians became afraid of the Israelites after this and 
begged them to leave Egypt. God had rescued His people! 
Every year after that, the people of Israel observed the 
passover, remembering what God did for them.

Listen to today’s Scripture passage, reminding us 
that Jesus observed the Passover with His friends.

Then the Day of Unleavened Bread came when the Passover lamb 
had to be sacrificed. Jesus sent Peter and John, saying,“Go and make 
preparations for us to eat the Passover.”
“Where do you want us to prepare it?” they asked him.

“Listen,” he said to them,“when you’ve entered the city, a man carrying 
a water jug will meet you. Follow him into the house he enters. Tell the 
owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks you, “Where is the guest room 
where I can eat the Passover with my disciples?” ’ Then he will show 
you a large, furnished room upstairs. Make the preparations there.”

So they went and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared 
the Passover. 

Luke 22:7-13
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Now, let’s get to our discussion questions.

• Tell me what happened in the Scripture we just listened to.

• What did you like about it?

• Was there anything you didn’t understand? 
  Anything you didn’t like? Tell me about it.

• What did you learn about God?

• What did you learn about people?

• What could you do to share with someone else?

  Let’s end our time together in prayer. 
   Thank Jesus for being with you and understanding what it 
   feels like when a friend betrays you. Ask Him to help you 
   forgive and show love to a friend who has betrayed you. 
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Light the candle as you begin your time together. 
After you finish reading the Scripture, blow out the candle. 
Explain that on Good Friday, Jesus died and the Light of the 
World went out.

To start our time together each day, let’s discuss some 
questions. Remember to press pause as you discuss each one.
• Today we remember the day Jesus died. It is called 
 Good Friday. Why do people call this day “Good Friday” 
 when so many bad things happened to Jesus?
• How do you feel when you remember this day?

As you listen to today’s Scripture passage, close 
your eyes and think about what is happening.

Day 6 Good Friday

When they arrived at the place called The Skull, they crucified him 
there, along with the criminals, one on the right and one on the left. 
Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, because they do not know 
what they are doing.” And they divided his clothes and cast lots. 

The people stood watching, and even the leaders were scoffing: “He 
saved others; let him save himself if this is God’s Messiah, the Chosen 
One!” The soldiers also mocked him. They came offering him sour 
wine and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself!”
An inscription was above him: This Is the King of the Jews.

Then one of the criminals hanging there began to yell insults at him: 
“Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”
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As you think about today’s Scripture, let’s discuss our 
questions.

• Tell me what happened in the Scripture we just listened to.

• What did you like about it?

• Was there anything you didn’t understand? 
  Anything you didn’t like? Tell me about it.

• What did you learn about God?

• What did you learn about people?

• What could you do to share with someone else?

But the other answered, rebuking him: “Don’t you even fear God, 
since you are undergoing the same punishment? We are punished 
justly, because we’re getting back what we deserve for the things 
we did, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

And he said to him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.”

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until 
three, because the sun’s light failed. The curtain of the sanctuary was 
split down the middle. And Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, 
into your hands I entrust my spirit.” Saying this, he breathed his last.

Luke 22:7-13 
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Even while Jesus was in pain and being made fun of, He asked God to forgive 
all the people who wanted to kill Him. He chose to stay up on the cross—even 
though He was powerful enough to come down from it—because He loved 
us. He knew He had to die so all of our sins could be crossed out forever. This 
is why we celebrate Good Friday: the day Jesus died.

Even though He had done nothing wrong, He took the punishment for us 
instead. He died for us. This way, we could live and be forgiven of our sins!

  Let’s end our time together in prayer. 
   Take turns talking to Jesus about how it makes you feel to 
   remember His death on the cross. Choose one family 
   member to close by thanking Jesus for dying for our sins.



17

Set the candle out but do not light it. 

To start our time together each day, let’s discuss some 
questions. 
• Share with your family something you enjoy doing.
• As Christians, most of us celebrate our day of rest on 
 Sunday, but not everyone does! When does your family 
 celebrate a day of rest? What kinds of things do you 
 do to relax?
• Which of these things do you like doing best?

Today’s Scripture passage tells us about what 
Jesus’ friends did on the day of rest while Jesus 
was still dead.

It was the preparation day, and the Sabbath was 
about to begin. The women who had come with him 
from Galilee followed along and observed the tomb 
and how his body was placed. Then they returned and 
prepared spices and perfumes. And they rested on the 
Sabbath according to the commandment. 

 Luke 23:54-56

Day 7 Saturday
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And now it’s time for our questions.

• Tell me what happened in the Scripture we just listened to.

• What did you like about it?

• Was there anything you didn’t understand? 
  Anything you didn’t like? Tell me about it.

• What did you learn about God?

• What did you learn about people?

• What could you do to share with someone else?

  Let’s end our time together in prayer. 
   Take turns telling God something that makes you feel sad 
   or scared. Choose one person to close by asking God to 
   help with each of these situations.
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Light the candle before your family sits down 
together. If you have a bigger candle to use today, use it! 
This is a celebration that Jesus is alive! 

Happy Easter! He is risen! 
Do you know how to answer that? 
When I say, “He is risen,” you answer, “He is risen indeed.” 
Let’s try it!      “He is risen!”    ”He is risen indeed!”

To start our time together today, let’s discuss a question. 
• What is your favorite part about Easter?

I can’t wait!  Let’s jump straight in to today’s Scripture 
passage, which tells us the very best part about Easter!

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, 
they came to the tomb, bringing the spices they had 
prepared.

They found the stone rolled away from the tomb. They 
went in but did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 
While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two 
men stood by them in dazzling clothes. So the women 
were terrified and bowed down to the ground.

“Why are you looking for the living among the dead?” 
asked the men. “He is not here, but he has risen! 

Luke 24:1-6a

Day 8 Easter Sunday
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You guessed it—it’s question time!

• Tell me what happened in the Scripture we just listened to.

• What did you like about it?

• Was there anything you didn’t understand? 
  Anything you didn’t like? Tell me about it.

• What did you learn about God?

• What did you learn about people?

• What could you do to share with someone else?

  Let’s pray.    
  Today, ask God to help your family be faithful to open 
  God’s Word together. Thank Him in advance for how 
  this simple practice is going to change your family—
  for the better.



You’ve just spent an entire week opening 
God’s Word together as a family. Way to go!
So, what’s next? How can your family continue this 
practice of opening God’s Word together?

It just takes 3 simple steps:

1. Read a passage of Scripture together. 
If you’re not sure what you want to read, the Gospel of John is a 
great place to start. Just start reading—even if all you get through is 
one paragraph—even if all you get through is one verse—just start! 
Read God’s Word together, talk about what you read, and then end 
by praying together. Let’s end our time together in prayer. Before 
we do, let me take just a moment to encourage your family. You 
spent time together this week listening to God’s Word and praying 
together. Way to go! Now that we’ve celebrated the resurrection, 
this journey isn’t over—it’s just beginning! Did you know your 
family can spend this time together regularly? All you need is a 
Bible and a time set aside to talk and pray together. 

2. Talk about what you read. 
Consider using the sample questions from this week’s holy week 
family guide, or come up with some that fit your family better. It’s 
ok to ask the same questions every day—just get your family talking 
about what you have read.

3. Pray.
Ask for a volunteer to pray, take turns saying one-word or one-
sentence prayers, or pray in a way that works best for your family.

Family, you can do this! We are praying for you and cheering 
for you. Take some time today to add your next family Bible time to 
your calendar.

Brentwood.Church/Easter


