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KIM BOLTON, OUR FEATURED
ENTERTAINMENT

DAVID AND MELVA

SEAY

By Jim Owens
At the SeniorLink Dinner on Thursday, March 21,
Kim Bolton, speaker, vocalist, musician, author
and a member of Brentwood Baptist, will be our
featured entertainment.

By Judy Small

Celebrati
a on
M arriage

Editor’s Note: Melva Seay passed away on June 11, 2018, but
because of her impact on David’s
oflife in their almost 45 years
of marriage, he requested that she be included in this article.
David was born in Andrews, Texas, on January 11, 1943.
Until age 15, he, his parents, and two brothers lived in
an oil company employees’ camp. His self-published
book, Stories My Wife Wishes I Wouldn’t Tell the Children,
details a unique lifestyle unlike that experienced in a town
or on a farm or ranch. Following high school graduation
in 1961, he majored in journalism at Texas Tech and was
commissioned as a second lieutenant through the Air Force
ROTC program in 1965. His four duty assignments as an
information officer were at bases in Oklahoma, Guam, and
Vietnam. In 1970 David became the assistant director of
information at Texas Tech and in 1972 he began working
at an advertising agency.
David was saved and baptized in 1967 at First Baptist
Church, Elk City, Oklahoma. In 1971 he joined Calvary
Baptist Church in Lubbock, Texas, where he met Melva.
Melva was born in Groom, Texas, on June 30, 1946, and
baptized at the Groom First Baptist Church. She learned to
cook at an early age, helping her mother prepare two hot
meals daily for the harvest crews hired by her father. She
graduated high school as salutatorian in 1964, and earned
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in elementary education
at Texas Tech. She taught public school for nine years,
stayed home to raise their two daughters, then substitute
taught for 15 years. Daughter Laura teaches government at
Colby College in Maine, and daughter Kathryn is a linguist
with Wycliffe Bible Translators in West Africa.
The family enjoyed multiple overseas vacations, including
several European countries, New Zealand, Australia, and
China. They joined Brentwood Baptist Church in 2003.
David has been a Sunday School teacher, served on the
Staff Resources Team, and edited the church’s Foundation
Curriculum Series. He is an active deacon. Melva taught
children’s Sunday School for 30-plus years and was active
in Women on Mission.

David and Melva had no doubt their marriage was created
in heaven. In early 1972 during a time of prayer at a Sunday
School department retreat, the Lord asked Melva if she
would do what He wanted her to do so that she would
have what she had been praying for—a life led by the Holy
Spirit. He wanted her to marry Butch (David’s nickname).
She said no. David had struggled with surrendering to
full-time ministry, and she didn’t want to be a pastor’s
wife. And she didn’t think there was a man alive she could
love enough to pay his way through seminary. The Lord
responded, “Until you are willing to do that, you can’t have
what you’re asking for.” Melva continued to pray, finally
saying yes. But it would be more than a year before they
started dating and before David knew they were meant
to marry. When David proposed on March 11, 1973, Melva
gave him a letter the Lord told her to write to him. Dated
August 1972, it expressed everything David had hoped a
marriage would be. They married on July 7, 1973, knowing
it was the Lord’s will.
Before they married, the Lord had spoken to David on three
occasions about surrendering his life to the ministry. Each
time, he said no because he didn’t think the Lord could
use him, and because he knew he didn’t have a heart of
compassion for people that he saw in his pastor. Little
did David know that the Lord would use Melva to teach
him compassion. But the Lord confirmed that call for both
of them, and in 1977 David earned a master’s of divinity
degree at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary,
pastored a church for two years, served as a minister of
education for six years, then served 24 years as an editor
at LifeWay Christian Resources. He retired in 2008.

Kim Bolton is a first-choice favorite: Combine
outrageous humor and a gifted speaker/author,
and you will know why! She has the delightful
ability of blending humorous stories with the
truth of God’s Word. She is also an extraordinary
singer/musician and worship leader. Kim is one
of the finest singers in Christian music today.
From the piano, Kim ushers her audience into
God’s presence, assuredly a place to be encouraged and renewed.
Kim is the wife of Tony for 26 years and the mother of four children. She has ministered with
Ann Graham Lotz, Kay DeKalb Smith, Lucy Swindoll, Dennis Swanberg and a host of others.
Kim is sure to usher our group into an unforgettable experience of worship and a renewed
spirit of joy. Whatever the emotion she stirs in her audience, they will always leave the
experience changed by her faith!

YOUR ATTENTION, PLEASE: NOTE THE RESCHEDULING OF
OUR WINTER BIBLE STUDY
By Aubrey Stewart
“The Seven Churches of Revelation,” inspired by God,
written by Apostle John
Study Leader: Larry Thrailkill, a former member of
Brentwood Baptist and a retired attorney. He is renowned
as a profoundly gifted Bible teacher in both knowledge
and presentation.
Dates: Friday, March 29, from 6:30 PM-8:00 PM
Saturday, March 30, from 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon
Location: Wilson Hall, Brentwood Baptist campus (Pre-registration is not necessary)

ON THE CALENDAR
MARCH
Combined Brentwood and
Franklin Breakfast Clubs
Thursday, March 7 | 8:30 AM
*Reservations not required
SeniorLink Leadership Team
Monday, March 11 | 9:00 AM
Room 2006, Connection Center
SeniorLink Road Trip
Ray Stevens’ CabaRay Show
Thursday, March 14
*See details on Page 3
Wilson Women on Mission
Monday, March 18
Bus trip to WMU Headquarters
*See details on Page 3
SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner
Thursday, March 21 | 5:30 PM
Wilson Hall | Cost: $9
R.S.V.P. by Sunday, March 17
Contact Carolyn Simmons
615.310.9543
RESCHEDULED: Winter Bible Study
Friday, March 29 | 6:30-8:00 PM
Saturday, March 30 | 9:00 AM–12:00 PM
Wilson Hall
Good News Singers Rehearsals
Wednesdays | 4:00 PM
Choir Room

LOOKING AHEAD
SeniorLink Fellowship Dinners
April 25 | Angie Thomas
(*Note: 4th Thursday)
May 16 | Metro Nashville Chorus
June 20 | Celebration of Biblical Marriage

MARCH MENU
SENIORLINK DINNER
Choice of beef vegetable or
broccoli cheese soup, salad bar
with variety of dressings, crackers
and corn bread muffins, peach
or apple cobbler with ice cream
(chefs’ choice), tea/coffee/water

CELEBRATION OF BIBLICAL MARRIAGE

By Gayle Harris

On Thursday, June 20, the SeniorLink Ministry will again host
the Celebration of Biblical Marriage event with an invitation
to all adults to plan now to be in attendance in Hudson Hall
at Brentwood Baptist Church. The month of June is known
as the most popular month for weddings, and so we take the
opportunity on June 20 to draw attention to the Scriptural truth
that marriage between a man and woman is ordained by God
and part of His original design as a foreshadowing of our eternal
relationship with Him. This special program always provides an
inspirational, entertaining and elegant evening which will include
honoring those couples who have 50 years of marriage this year.
Couples who have or will celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary anytime during this year and have not contacted
Gayle Haywood are asked to do so as quickly as possible
and before March 30 by calling 615.324.6133 or by email at
ghaywood@brentwoodbaptist.com.

WOMEN ON MISSION

BULLETIN BOARD

By Shelley Jamieson
To Birmingham! On Monday, March 18!
WE ARE GOING ON A TRIP! On a bus!
Women Missionary Union headquar ters,
the
ANYONE wanting to go along to tour
) or Betty Wiseman (615.794.0056). It will
please call Shelley Jamieson (615.794.5164
and fellowship!
only cost you a box lunch and a day of fun

SENIORLINK TRIPPING
For the following three trips contact Tom or Pearl Vasser to
make a reservation or to be added to the wait list.
Contact information for Tom or Pearl: 615.830.6255 or
tomvasser@yahoo.com.

RAY STEVENS’ CABARAY SHOW

THE GOOD NEWS SINGERS:
BAD NEWS AND GOOD NEWS

SENIORLINK IS GOING TO WASHINGTON
D.C. ON A TRIP OF A LIFETIME!

By Lorraine Quist and Gayle Moyer Harris

In 1997 a group of senior adults formed a musical group to use music
as their ministry to proclaim the Good News. Dr. Tom McMinn has been
the faithful director since the beginning. In February 2016 MaryLee
Atenhan joined Tom as co-director.
First, the bad (or sad) news is, after 22 years, Tom has stepped down
as our director. We are so thankful toTom for all the hours of planning,
directing, teaching, and serving. We are especially grateful for his
vision of reaching outside of Brentwood Baptist to share with so many
others the Good News of God’s love. Tom’s musical legacy will always
be connected with the Good News Singers.
Now, the good news is Tom has passed the baton to co-director
MaryLee Atenhan. She, in turn, has elicited the help of Angie Thomas,
who will now co-direct with her. We are very thankful God has provided
such capable directors for the Good News Singers and we look forward
to singing under their direction.
Our vision for the remainder of the year is to focus on being a Ministry
Choir having “Gospel Conversations” at the venues where we perform.
We have put together a program of well-loved Gaither songs that we
hope to share with audiences in the greater Nashville area. As you read
this, remember the invitation is always open for you to join with us as
we use music to minister.
To better acquaint you with MaryLee and Angie, we have invited them
to share some of their background and thoughts:
MaryLee Atenhan: “I retired in 2015 as the Vocal Music Instructor at
Independence High School here in Williamson County. My husband
Kevin and I moved to this area ten years ago from Hutchinson, Kansas.

MaryLee Atenhan on left, Angie Thomas on right

We have a son who lives in Old Hickory and a daughter who lives
in Omaha, and we have four grandchildren. I continue to provide
private voice, piano and guitar lessons. In July 2018, I took on the
role as Health Coach to transform lives for a healthy body, healthy
mind and healthy finances. I have been blessed to assist 110 people
to-date in their health journey since I began that role. Kevin and I
serve in the worship choir at Brentwood Baptist.”
Angie Thomas: “I moved to Nashville in 2016. Before arriving, I had
spent 25 years in Chicago where I worked as a church worship director.
Before entering church ministry, I worked as the Music Director for
Moody Radio for many years. I have a degree in vocal performance
from Moody Bible Institute and a Masters in Church Music from
Concordia in Chicago. I currently work as the administrative assistant
for a small church in Nashville. I became a member of Brentwood
Baptist in 2017 and participate regularly in the worship ministry. I
also sing in the Nashville Symphony Chorus and do some studio
work in town. It’s my honor to join MaryLee in leadership of the Good
News Singers. I’m excited to see what God will do in and through us
in this new season of the group’s existence.”

We will visit the
Five nights and six days in our Nation’s capital.
that just opened,
new 430,000 sq. ft. Biblical History Museum
Smithsonian, the
the
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Linco
orial,
new Martin Luther King Mem
.
more
much
and
,
Monuments lit up at night
$599 per person/
The dates are May 9-14, 2019, and the cost is
transportation,
double occupancy. The trip includes motor coach
of the capitol.
tours
d
guide
five nights lodging, eight meals plus two
lete trip itinerary.
See Tom or Pearl Vasser for availability and a comp
trip insurance
and
seat,
your
ntee
guara
to
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A $75 deposit is requir
is available.

Com e join the Sen iorL ink trav
eler s on Thu rsd ay
eve ning , March 14, as we exp
erie nce Ray Stevens’
Cab aRa y Show and din ner in
Nas hville. This is a
family-friendly show.
Ray Ste ven s will per form live
on sta ge with his
fab ulo us A-Team Ban d. You
will be tho rou ghl y
entertained with a 90-minute full
concert, jam-packed
with Ray’s iconic hits and com
edy classics. Ray will
take you down memory lane with
tales and stories
from his legendary career. This
night will be opening
night for the 2019 season, and
our SeniorLink group
will be there!
The cos t of the eve ning is $85
per per son whi ch
includes round-trip transportat
ion from Brentwood
Baptist Church to the CabaRay,
the 90 minute show,
drink, dinner, dessert, taxes and
gratuity. All costs are
included! For the meal, you will
have your choice of
pan-seared salmon, a thick-cut
pork chop, or roasted
airline chicken breast.
The bus will leave Brentwood Bap
tist Church at 4:00
p.m. and will return by 10:00 p.m
.
See Tom or Pearl Vasser for availab
ility.

HELLO, DOLLY! STARRING BROADWAY LEGEND BETTY BUCKLEY
Come and enjoy a great evening of song, dance, and fun as our SeniorLink members travel to the Tennessee Performing Arts
Center to enjoy a classic production of Hello, Dolly! on Wednesday, May 1, 2019.
Tony Award-winning Broadway legend Betty Buckley stars in Hello, Dolly! — the universally acclaimed smash that NPR calls
“the best show of the year!” Winner of four Tony Awards including Best Musical Revival “is making people crazy happy!” (The
Washington Post).
The cost of this fabulous evening of entertainment is $75 per person which includes round trip bus transportation from Brentwood
Baptist Church to the TPAC entrance and a great show. The bus will leave at 6:00 p.m. and will return by 11:00 p.m. As an extra
bonus, the regular Wednesday night meal will be served in Wilson Hall beginning at 4:30 p.m. Seniors can enjoy a wonderful meal
with dessert for just $5 and then board the bus for a spectacular evening!
See Tom or Pearl Vasser for availability. This trip will be limited to 50 seats.

