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A D U LT  M I N I S T R Y

ON THE CALENDAR

MARCH REMINDER
Winter Bible Study
Friday, March 29  |  6:30-8:00 PM
Saturday, March 30  |  9:00 AM–12:00 PM

APRIL
Combined Brentwood and
Franklin Breakfast Clubs
Thursday, April 4  |  8:30 AM  
Cracker Barrel, Cool Springs

*Reservations not required

SeniorLink Leadership Team
Monday, April 8  |  9:00 AM
Room 2006  |  Connection Center

Wilson Women on Mission
Monday, April 15  |  9:30 AM 
Home of Brenda Holmes
(See Page 3)

SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner 
*Thursday, April 25  |  5:30 PM
Wilson Hall  |  Cost $9
RSVP by Sunday, April 21

*Note: 4th Thursday
Contact Carolyn Simmons  
615.310.9543

Good News Singers Rehearsals
Wednesday  |  4:00 PM
Choir Room

LOOKING AHEAD
SeniorLink Fellowship Dinners
May 16  |  Metro Nashville Chorus
June 20  |  Celebration of Biblical Marriage 
July 18  |  Nashville Singers Men’s Chorus

ANGIE THOMAS TO ENTERTAIN 
IN APRIL
By Jim Owens

In 2018 Angie Thomas stepped in and 
entertained us at the last minute when our 
slated guest had to cancel because of a death in 
the family. Angie delighted us with her beautiful 
voice and presence! We are looking forward to 
her return to SeniorLink as the Fellowship Dinner 
entertainment on Thursday, April 25. (Note that 
the dinner has been moved for the month of 
April to the fourth Thursday.)

Having obtained music degrees from Moody Bible Institute and Concordia University in 
Chicago, Angie Thomas has worked as the Music Administrator for Moody Radio and the 
Event Coordinator for the Sacred Music Department at Moody Bible Institute. More recently, 
she was the Worship Director for First Baptist Church in Geneva, Illinois, and First Baptist 
Church in Wheaton, Illinois. Angie was also a professional member of the world-renowned 
Grant Park Festival Chorus in downtown Chicago for 10 years. She moved to Nashville in 
September 2016 and now performs with the Nashville Symphony Chorus and in a variety of 
other venues around the city. As of January 2019, she became the co-director of the Good 
News Singers at Brentwood Baptist Church. Angie enjoys spending time with her sister 
Abbie, who lives in Green Hills, and playing with her blind dog, Chief. 

You don’t want to miss this very talented and charming young lady’s performance!

2019 TENNESSEE BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME PAPER DRIVE
By Shelia McCulloch

Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home Paper Drive begins 
soon, so start thinking about TBCH paper products as 
you are shopping.  Collection dates for 2019 TBCH’s Paper 
Drive in the Atrium will be Sunday, April 28, and Sunday, 
May 5. The final collection date will be Thursday, May 16, 
at the SeniorLink Fellowship Dinner. Brentwood Baptist 
has been a dedicated resource for TBCH with the Paper 
Drive for many years. The donations that each of you give 
are not only appreciated but depended on by TBCH for 
their ongoing needs during the year.

Remember there is an option to give a monetary donation 
in lieu of donating paper products for anyone who prefers 
this method of contributing. A collection box will be 
available for monetary donations on each of the collection 
dates. There will be collection envelopes with instructions 
on how to donate available at the April 25 and May 16 
SeniorLink Fellowship Dinners.

Bill Long and Grace Watkins were born into large Christian 
farming families in Kentucky. There were seven children in 
Bill’s family and six children in Grace’s family. Both families 
had livestock and large gardens. Bill grew up working on 
his dad’s dairy farm in Albany while Grace helped with the 
gardening and canning on her family’s farm in Pleasant 
Ridge. Bill attended Albany Methodist Church and Grace 
attended Pleasant Ridge Baptist.

Bill spent his early years attending a one room schoolhouse 
about a mile from home. He graduated from Clinton 
County High School in 1959 and voted “Most Dependable 
of the Senior Class” by Citizens Bank. Working his way 
through college, Bill graduated from Bowling Green College 
of Commerce with a Bachelors Degree in Accounting in 
‘63. He continued his studies in the Schools of Mortgage 
Banking at the University of Maryland, Stanford University, 
and Northwestern University. He received his Certified 
Mortgage Banker Certification in 1978. 

Bill was the lead singer in a Barbershop Quartet “Nashville 
Class” that went on to win a seven- state contest in 1982.

Grace graduated from Hartford High School in 1960. 
She graduated from Western Kentucky University and 
later received her Master’s Degree from Tennessee State 
University in ‘98. Both Bill and Grace were voted “Most 
Likely to Succeed” by their high school senior classes.

Bill and Grace were introduced to each other by a mutual 
friend in May of 1963. Bill drove Grace to Jerry’s Drive-
In Restaurant in a borrowed red convertible where they 
laughed and talked. Quickly pursuing a second date, Bill 
invited Grace to his fraternity dance two weeks later. The 
courtship continued with Bill feeling that Grace was the 
one for him. While attending the Kentucky State Fair in 
Louisville, they began discussing marriage. Grace’s sister, 
Maxine, helped plan their Thanksgiving wedding in the fall 
of 1963.

Bill’s first job was at E.I. Dupont in Louisville, Kentucky. 
Shortly after, Bill was recruited and hired by L&C Insurance 
Company. They moved to the Nashville area and have 
remained there for over fifty years. Bill has worked for 
several financial institutions and retired from SunTrust 
Bank in 2006 as Senior Vice-President. After a two year 
break, he returned to banking as a Financial Consultant. He 
retired a second time from Avenue Bank in 2012.

Grace taught in Metro Schools for two years before having 
three children, Gina, Michael, and Christy. After Christy 
entered school, Grace worked part-time and took classes 
at Trevecca to renew her teaching certificate. She retired 
from Metro Schools in 2002.

Christy and husband Rob provided Bill and Grace with 
a grandson, William Ryland Hoskins. He was born in 
Nashville in 2006. They are members of Brentwood Baptist 
Church.  Ryland was baptized at the age of 10.

Bill and Grace were members of Crievewood Baptist for 
almost 40 years where Bill served as deacon. They joined 
Brentwood Baptist in 2005, and Bill is one of the deacons 
that visits those in assisted living. Bill enjoyed time singing 
with the Good News Singers and attends Tuesday morning 
Bible study at the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home. 
Grace attends Bible Study Fellowship on Wednesday 
mornings. They like to play with Charley, their little mixed 
breed Bichon. They also spend time reading, taking cruises 
and working Sudoku puzzles. They regularly play cards 
with friends and attend Jean Hester’s Life Group. Bill and 
Grace agree that the Lord has walked with them faithfully 
through the years.

Celebratiaa on
ofMarMM riage

By Judy Small

BILL AND GRACE 
LONG

APRIL MENU
 SENIORLINK DINNER

Sliced ham
Sweet potato casserole

Salad Bar with variety of dressings
Black eyed peas

Rolls
Dessert (chef’s choice)

Water/Tea/Coffee

• Paper plates

• Paper napkins

• Paper towels

• Bathroom tissue

• Facial tissue     

Start thinking how you want 
to donate and help make 
2019 another successful 
Paper Drive for TBCH!

PAPER PRODUCTS 
NEEDED (Please note 
paper, not foam) 



BULLETIN BOARD

WOMEN ON MISSION  By Shelley Jamieson

Last year, our women were so inspired at the joint meeting of the two Women 

on Mission groups as Sharon Fairchild shared stories and results of the many 

mission trips sponsored by Brentwood Baptist. It was a certainty that we 

would want to meet together again this year. On April 15, the Moench and 

the Wilson WOM will meet at the home of Brenda Holmes, 6338 Johnson 

Chapel Road West in Brentwood. We will hear from another special speaker 

after bunch at 9:30 a.m. and a time of fellowship. Put on your smiling face and 

come along. For more information contact Shelley Jamieson at 615.794.5164 

or nanaofsixsj@bellsouth.net.

TWO SPECIAL REHEARSALS
At our February 13 rehearsal and reception, our director for the past 22 years, Dr. Tom McMinn, was thanked and honored.  Gayle Haywood presented Tom with art work which will be framed. We appreciate all the time both Tom and Gayle have given to the Good News Singers ministry.

At our February 20 rehearsal, the Choir Member of the Year was announced. Each year, members of the Good News Singers vote one of their music ministry group as “Member of the Year” for outstanding service that person has given to the mission of the Good News Singers. Gayle Moyer Harris was the recipient of that honor this year. Gayle joined the Good News Singers in 2011 at the invitation of the late Gerald Stowe. Gayle has always enjoyed singing and shortly after her retirement, she attended her first practice.  Gayle states she saw many friends who already were members and immediately loved the purpose of the Good News Singers, using music as a ministry. She looks forward to every Wednesday afternoon at 4:00 to have fun, sing wonderful hymns and gospel songs, and fellowship with the other members. The Good News Singers share the gospel of Jesus in many forums, but her favorite experience is singing and enjoying fellowship at the Nashville Men’s Rescue Mission.  
February 21 was a rainy, dreary day as The Good News Singers brought a ray of sunshine to the residence at Brighton Gardens.  Everyone enjoyed singing hymns. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE
The SeniorLink Leadership Team is always looking for new members to step up and join the Leadership Team to serve and share their talents. Presently we are looking for someone to come alongside Jim Owens this year to learn the ends and outs of becoming a program chairman. Because of health concerns, Jim feels the need to step aside. He has served as program chairman since 2011. He has already booked programs through December 2019. If you are interested in serving in this capacity or know someone who would be interested, please contact Jim at 615.794.4574 or fpc66@yahoo.com. 

A MOST MEMORABLE EVENING IS PLANNED 

Plan now to attend our June 20 event dedicated to celebrating the 
Biblical institution of marriage, recognizing that it was God’s design 
that the love of a husband and wife mirror God’s desire for our 
relationship with Him. We will gather in Hudson Hall on Thursday, June 
20, at 6:00 p.m. to enjoy a delicious dinner, hear the inspiring stories 
of those couples being honored for their 50 years of marriage, and be 
entertained and moved by the music of Jason Catron, a renowned 
vocalist, whose singing you will find unforgettable.

This invitation is extended to adults of all ages, single or married, 
parents or grandparents. More information will be upcoming regarding 
making reservations for this outstanding evening.

(Couples who have or will celebrate their 50th anniversary anytime 
this year and have not been in contact with Betty Stewart or Gayle 
Haywood are asked to call Gayle Haywood at 615.324.6133 or email 
her at ghaywood@brentwoodbaptist.com before March 30.)

By Gayle Harris

SENIORLINK IS GOING TO 
WASHINGTON D.C. ON A TRIP  
OF A LIFETIME!  

Five nights and six days in our Nation’s Capital. 
The dates are May 9-14, 2019, and the cost is 
$599 per person/double occupancy. The trip 
includes motor coach transportation, five nights 
lodging, eight meals plus two guided tours of the 
Capitol. Trip insurance is available. 

HELLO, DOLLY!  AT TPAC 

Come and enjoy a great evening of song, dance, 
and fun as our SeniorLink members travel to the 
Tennessee Performing Arts Center to enjoy a 
classic production of Hello, Dolly! on Wednesday, 
May 1, 2019.

The cost of this fabulous evening of 
entertainment is $75 per person which includes 
round trip bus transportation from Brentwood 
Baptist Church to the TPAC entrance and a great 
show. The bus will leave at 6:00 p.m. and will 
return by 11:00 p.m.

SENIORLINK TRIPPING

For the following two trips contact Tom or 
Pearl Vasser for complete itinerary, to make a 
reservation or to be added to the wait list. 

Contact information for Tom or Pearl: 
615.830.6255 or tomvasser@yahoo.com.

COORDINATOR’S
CORNER
I have, since a very young age, had a fascination with light. The 
very first I remember is the night light that helped me go to sleep. 
Then it was using a flashlight for the very first time (then used a lot 
when I spent the night in a tent in our backyard!). Next was catching 
‘fireflies’ and collecting enough of them to “light my path under 
my feet.” And how about fire, whether it was starting a fire in the 
charcoal grill, or the bonfire at the subdivision annual Halloween 
party near the lake, or when my dad would soak ‘cat-tails’ and they 
would become torches. And sparklers…Wow!

Then I learned about the best Light. It didn’t mean as much to 
me then as it did years later, but I thought it was cool that you 
didn’t need light (like the sun) in Heaven.So it got me to thinking 
about several references in the Bible.  Do you know there are over 
48 referrals to light (daytime/brightness/illumination/exposure 
to truth) starting of course in Genesis and ending in Revelation? 
And we are familiar with just about everyone of them if you have 
been going to church for ‘several’ years. Did you know that Thomas 
Edison knew over 1000 ways that a light bulb does not work? But I 
digress back to the Best Light.

Why is it in this day and time we have a hard time seeing The Light? 
Are we so accustomed to all the light(s) that are around us we take 
The Light for granted? Are we afraid that the light at the end of the 
tunnel is a train rather than the True Light?

I notice all kinds of lights—on cars, in office buildings, signs that tell 
me to stop or go, cell phones. I have trained my thinking that each 
one of them holds nothing to the Best Light, but it does remind me 
constantly about the Light I am to follow. How about you?

LIGHT

By Ben Davis

COORDINATOR’S
CORNER

Thursday, June 20
6:00 PM  |  Hudson Hall
with special entertainment 
by Jason Catron

Tom and Gayle McMinn

Brighton Gardens

Art work

MaryLee, Gayle, and Angie


