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BACKGROUND 

Gun Violence Restraining Orders (GVROs) 

allow certain, closely related individuals or law 

enforcement officers to request an order 

preventing an individual from owning, 

possessing or purchasing a firearm for 21 days 

upon showing an increased risk of perpetuating 

gun violence. The duration of the order can be 

extended for up to one or five years. 

Law enforcement officials across the state have 

spoken extensively on the effective use of 

GVROs to prevent potential tragedies. City and 

County District Attorneys have enforced GVROs 

to keep guns out of the hands of potential 

shooters, saving countless lives.  

Studies in other states demonstrate how 

impactful GVROs and other similar measures 

can be. A 2016 study showed that in 

Connecticut, for every 10 to 20 guns seized 

under the law, one suicide was prevented. 

Additionally, Indiana’s version of this law was 

associated with 7.5% fewer gun suicides in 

Indiana over the decade following the law’s 

passage in 2005. 

PROBLEM 

While GVROs are an innovative and critical tool 

to prevent gun violence and shootings in our 

communities, there is no statewide requirement 

for law enforcement to be trained on the usage of 

GVROs. This gap in training must be filled in 

order to prevent gun violence in California.  

Despite having the toughest gun laws in the 

country, California still suffered from at least 

251 deaths from 67 mass-casualty shootings over 

the last two decades. Our state also had eight 

firearm-related deaths every day on average, 

which accounted for 3,184 total deaths in 2017.  

According to the U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, the majority of gun 

deaths in California are suicides. There are 

especially troubling trends of increased rates of  

 

 

firearm suicide in rural counties. Additionally, 

the California Department of Justice’s Homicide 

in California 2018 Report shows that while the 

homicide rate has decreased, 68.7% of homicides 

were committed with a firearm where a weapon 

was identified. 

Most importantly, GVROs are relatively new 

and underutilized, with less than 200 GVROs 

issued in the first two years of its existence. 

Advocates have expressed that part of the reason 

is local law enforcement’s understandable 

unfamiliarity with executing the relatively new 

policy. With local training from City Attorneys, 

usage has increased to over 400 GVROs issued 

in 2018, but the usage was concentrated in just a 

few counties—through 2018, 20 counties have 

not used GVROs at all. It is critical that trainings 

for law enforcement officers on how to use 

GVROs is available and actively prioritized 

across the state, particularly in rural 

communities. 

Recent national tragedies in Gilroy, Orinda, and 

Santa Clarita have shown the need to continue 

reinforcing our gun violence prevention efforts 

to ensure that law enforcement has the tools and 

training needed to keep the public safe. 

SOLUTION 

AB 2616 will require the California Commission 

on Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) 

to develop and implement a course of training 

regarding gun violence restraining orders for all 

incoming officers by January 1, 2022. It will also 

make supplementary training available for all 

current law enforcement officers.  
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