
 

 

Boston Energy Benchmarking: A Game-

Changer in Sustainability 

In the realm of sustainability, Boston, Massachusetts, has taken a pioneering role with its 

groundbreaking Energy Benchmarking program. This initiative is a cornerstone of the city's 

green strategy, underscoring its commitment to environmental protection and efficient energy 

utilization. 

Why is Energy Benchmarking Crucial? 

Energy benchmarking is a practice that involves systematically measuring, tracking, and 

comparing the energy consumption of buildings over time. The data gathered can then be 

analysed to identify opportunities for energy-saving and make informed decisions to improve 

energy efficiency. But why does this matter to Boston, and why should it matter to you? 

Environmental Stewardship 

Energy benchmarking is a tool for environmental responsibility. By monitoring and reducing 

energy usage, Boston, Massachusetts, can dramatically cut its greenhouse gas emissions, thus 

contributing to a healthier and more sustainable environment. 

Cost Efficiency 

The program empowers businesses and homeowners to pinpoint inefficiencies and implement 

cost-effective enhancements, leading to significant reductions in energy bills. 

Transparency and Competition 

Energy benchmarking boosts transparency by making energy usage data accessible to the public. 

This inspires competition among building owners and motivates continuous efforts to improve 

energy efficiency. 

Regulatory Compliance 

The energy benchmarking program ensures that the city adheres to state and federal energy 

efficiency regulations, placing Boston at the forefront of sustainable practices. 

Functioning of Boston's Energy Benchmarking Program 

https://pulseiq.com/energy-benchmarking/


 

 

The energy benchmarking program in Boston, Massachusetts, is user-friendly and efficient for 

all building owners. Here’s how it operates: 

1. Data Collection: Building proprietors compile data on energy use, including statistics on 

electricity, natural gas, and heating oil consumption. 

2. Portfolio Manager: This data is then fed into the US Environmental Protection Agency's 

ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager, a gratis online tool for benchmarking and tracking 

energy usage. 

3. Benchmarking Reporting: Proprietors are obliged to report their benchmarking data to 

the city annually. 

4. Data Analysis: The city analyses this data to identify trends and opportunities for energy 

efficiency advancements. 

5. Education and Resources: The city supplies educational materials and assistance to help 

building owners make informed decisions about energy efficiency upgrades. 

Inquiries on Boston's Energy Benchmarking Program 

Who Should Participate in Boston's Energy Benchmarking Program? 

All commercial, industrial, and multifamily buildings exceeding 35,000 square feet are mandated 

to participate. 

What is the Annual Deadline for Reporting Benchmarking Data? 

Proprietors must report their benchmarking data to the city each year by May 15th. 

Are There Penalties for Non-compliance? 

Yes. Building owners who fail to comply may face financial penalties. 

How Does Energy Benchmarking Benefit Building Owners? 

Energy benchmarking allows owners to detect areas of inefficiency, trim energy costs, and 

elevate the overall value of their properties. 

Can Homeowners Participate? 



 

 

While the main focus is on commercial and industrial buildings, homeowners are encouraged to 

voluntarily participate in their own energy usage benchmarking to contribute to the city's 

sustainability goals. 

Does Energy Benchmarking Affect Property Values? 

Indeed, buildings with excellent energy performance might fetch higher property values and 

attract environment-conscious tenants. 

What Resources are Available? 

Boston provides guidance, workshops, and access to energy efficiency programs to aid building 

owners in their benchmarking efforts. 

A Pioneering Step Towards Sustainability 

Boston, Massachusetts' dedication to energy benchmarking exemplifies its commitment to a 

sustainable and eco-friendly future. By diligently tracking and cutting energy consumption, the 

city not only mitigates environmental damage but also helps businesses and homeowners save 

significantly on energy costs. As Boston continues to advance its energy benchmarking program, 

it sets an admirable example for other cities to emulate. Collective efforts and a shared vision of 

a greener, cleaner, and sustainable future will pave the way for a brighter world. 

For more information, please visit Boston's government website. 

  

https://www.boston.gov/departments/environment/energy-benchmarking


 

 

 

Summary 

Discover the significance of Boston, Massachusetts' energy benchmarking program and how it's 

shaping the city's sustainable future. Learn about its benefits for both businesses and 

homeowners. 
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PulseIQ’s mission is to serve multifamily properties with energy benchmarking, energy audits, 

and have the properties utilize our energy management software to provide innovative energy 

efficiency solutions. Our projects have covered millions of square feet and we have decades of 

experience within property management. We understand your challenges. Energy is your 

property’s largest controllable expense. Whether your motivation is regulations, sustainability, or 

increased profits. The information gathered in this document was gathered from government 

websites in this market but has the potential to be out of date. Please call us, (301) 215-2100, so 

that we can answer any questions and specifically address your needs. 

 

Energy Benchmarking, Energy Audits, and Utility Bill Audits are critical considerations, some 

legally required, for commercial and multifamily building for owners as well as the companies 

which manage them. Our Energy Management Software puts real time data into your hands so 

that fact-based decisions can be made. Your company is no longer vulnerable to maintenance 

companies padding their bottom line. 

 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/bHjvV8TBi3EJadNe7
(301)%20215-2100

