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Introduction
Every church creative should have a great digital 
toolbox that makes your job easier. In the pages 
that follow, I’ll give you 57 powerhouse digital tools 
you can use to help your productivity, social media 
engagement, volunteer culture and more. I used these 
apps and online tools nearly everyday as a Church 
Media Director and I continue to use them in working 
with churches and organizations around the world. 
It’s my prayer that this e-book will give you resources 
and ideas that will make your job easier as you create 
experiences at your church or in your ministry.
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Productivity

Dropbox
Dropbox is a home for all your photos, documents, 
videos, and files. Anything you add to Dropbox will 
automatically show up on all your devices - computers, 
phones, tablets and even the Dropbox website. You 
can access your stuff from anywhere.
Dropbox makes sharing easy. Invite your volunteers 
and team members to any folder in your Dropbox 
and it’ll be as if you saved that folder straight to their 
computer.
You can use Dropbox as a Church Creative to share 
files with designers, schedules and documents with 
your volunteer team, and more. It’s your personal 
shared storage system in the cloud.

Download the Dropbox App
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Productivity

Evernote
Evernote is a powerhouse note-taking software. You 
can write, collect, find and present all your notes from 
one workspace. From short lists to lengthy research, 
no matter what form your writing takes, Evernote 
keeps you focused on moving those ideas from 
inspiration to completion.
Easily clip web articles, capture handwritten notes, and 
snap photos to keep the physical and digital details of 
your projects with you all the time.
Here are just a few ideas for using Evernote in Church 
Media and in your everyday life:

1. Store important gear maintenance and inventory information.
2. Record staff meeting or creative notes.
3. Record Bible study or devotional notes and prayers. 
4. Keep a list of church media blogs and resources.
5. Store your project and task lists.

Download the Evernote App
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Productivity

Flow
Flow is a Task Management Solution for you and your 
team. Flow makes it easy to delegate tasks, prioritize 
To-Do Lists, and make sure nothing gets missed.
You can coordinate your team’s work in one place. 
Delegate and prioritize every task so that the right 
things get done by the right people in the right order. 
Achieve shared goals by putting plans into action. 
Keep your projects moving with instant updates to the 
entire team. 
I love Flow because of its elegant and simple design. If 
you’re a Mac lover, you would really enjoy the usability 
and flexibility Flow provides for you and your team to 
manage tasks effectively.

Download the Flow App
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Productivity

Producteev
Producteev is a Team Project Management Solution. It 
gives you everything you need to create team projects, 
assign and schedule tasks and track progress. You 
can turn discussions into action quickly by instantly 
creating tasks, assigning them, and setting due dates. 
Producteev provides apps on nearly every device and 
includes a feature to create and manage tasks through 
Outlook. You can keep everyone on your team in sync 
and on schedule, wherever they go, and however they 
like to work.
This solution includes some great features like 
projects, tasks, labels, priorities, subtasks, filters, 
shortcuts, and more. It allows you to assign, follow up, 
attach documents, and even create tasks via e-mail.

Download the Producteev App
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Productivity

Basecamp
Basecamp is another popular Project Management 
Solution. Literally millions of people have used 
Basecamp to help them get their projects done on 
time and on budget. Basecamp features a robust list of 
applications on all devices including Mac, PC, iPhone, 
iPad, and Andriod.
Basecamp helps you stay on top of every project 
in your business. It also gives you an executive 
summary e-mail every morning telling you exactly 
what happened with your projects the day before. For 
Project Managers, it helps you define and delegate 
work, establish deadlines, review work in progress and 
evaluate what’s left to do. 
With Basecamp, you can also schedule meetings, 
know who’s working on what, and give feedback. 
It lets you review work, brainstorm ideas, and store 
important assets like logos and documents. This 
solution is great for your internal staff team or your 
volunteer team.

Visit Basecamp.com or Download the App
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Productivity

GroupMe
GroupMe is free Group Messaging App. It’s like a 
private chat room for your small group. It’s a great 
way to communicate to your Core Volunteer Leaders, 
your coworkers, other campuses, and more. I would 
suggest you keep your groups fairly small. Too much 
chatter on one group can get annoying and it will lose 
its effectiveness. I use this app for every small team I 
lead. 
You don’t even need the app to use GroupMe. If you 
have someone on your team that does not have a 
smartphone or prefers to chat via SMS, GroupMe 
handles that with ease. 
GroupMe works with native apps for iOS, Android, 
and Windows Phone. It’s one of the best methods to 
communicate with a small group. The best part - it’s 
absolutely free!

Download the GroupMe App
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Productivity

Google Tools
Google has several applications in the marketplace 
that are great to use in your church or ministry setting. 
Google Drive is similar to Dropbox in that it is free 
online storage you can access anywhere, from any 
device. There are advantages to using both depending 
on your circumstances. 
Your Service Producer could use a Google document 
to record changes to your worship service and your 
entire production team can see those changes online.
You could use Google Drive to store your Volunteer 
Roster and other important team documents. You 
could even share a Google Calendar with your 
volunteers for all your team events.

Download Google Drive Google Hangouts

Download Google Docs Google Calendar

Download Google Sheets Google Sites

Download Google Slides Google Vault

Google Forms
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Productivity

Pocket
Pocket is an app designed for you to save stuff to 
read and watch later. Pocket articles, videos, tweets, 
and more. You can save directly from your browser or 
from apps like Twitter, Zite, and Pulse. It’s integrated 
into over 1500 apps. A really great feature is that 
once something is in Pocket, then it’s on your phone, 
tablet or computer – you don’t even need an internet 
connection to access it later.
Pocket also has a Premium option – with it, your 
list becomes a permanent resource. It’s like having 
a resource library right at your finger tips. Pocket 
Premium’s Permanent Library keeps a personal 
backup of all the articles and webpages you save, so 
they are accessible even if the original page changes 
online. The Premium option also boasts topic search 
and Advanced Search options along with tagging so 
you can easily search your stored content.

Download the Pocket App

Carl Barnhill The Ultimate Church Media Toolbox 
57 Digital Tools for Every Church Creative 11

https://getpocket.com/
https://getpocket.com/
https://getpocket.com/


Productivity

BackBlaze
BackBlaze is an unlimited online data backup solution 
for your Mac or PC. The pricing is very affordable and 
it’s easy to use. BackBlaze will automatically backup 
your hard drive and any other mounted drives you 
have on your system. The service backs up your files 
automatically, in the background, while you work. 
BackBlaze gives you peace of mind when creating 
your projects. No need to worry about a fire or break-in 
– your files are securely backed up on the cloud. It also 
offers unlimited data, unlimited file size and unlimited 
bandwidth. It backs up all your photos, movies, music 
and documents automatically. You can chose not to 
backup certain files or folders if you wish. You can 
also backup and restore files from anywhere with an 
internet connection. You can download files or even 
have a drive mailed to you to restore any lost data.

Visit BackBlaze.com
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https://www.backblaze.com/


Productivity

LastPass
LastPass remembers your usernames and passwords 
for websites and services. It stores your passwords in 
a vault and will sign in for you the next time you login 
to a website. You can also access bank accounts and 
encrypt other valuable information. You can even set 
up profiles to streamline shopping and buying online.
Once you’ve created an account, LastPass prompts 
you to save new sites as you browse, so you’ll never 
lose another password. After saving a website’s 
username and password, LastPass will autofill the 
login when you return to that site. 
You can see all your accounts and passwords in an 
easy-to-use “vault”, where you can edit, delete, and 
organize your stored data. LastPass automatically 
syncs so you’re up to date on all your devices.

Download the LastPass App
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Social Media

Social Media Apps
No Digital Toolbox is complete without the mention of 
Social Media Apps. Social Media Apps are a great way 
to know about the lives of your team members and 
stay connected with them. 
Here are 4 ways you can use Social Media images at 
your church:
1. “The Set List”: You can produce a stunning image 

with the list of songs your church will be worshipping 
to this coming Sunday.

2. “The Powerful Sermon Quote”: This can be a quote 
from your pastor or speaker from their message laid 
onto a background stock image.

3. “The Lyrics from Sunday”: This can me a lyric from a 
song your band played on Sunday.

4. “Our Service Times”: This could be a listing of your 
service times and locations on a powerful stock 
image.

Facebook Twitter

Facebook Messenger Instagram

Facebook Groups LinkedIn

Carl Barnhill The Ultimate Church Media Toolbox 
57 Digital Tools for Every Church Creative 15

http://facebook.com
http://twitter.com
https://www.messenger.com
http://instagram.com
http://www.facebookgroups.com/
http://linkedin.com
http://facebook.com
http://www.messenger.com
http://www.facebookgroups.com/
http://twitter.com
http://instagram.com
http://linkedin.com


Social Media

Social Media Scheduling Tools
If you have a busy schedule or you manage several 
Social Media accounts, try scheduling your tweets and 
posts throughout the day. 
This can save you loads of time and you can make 
sure that you are communicating to your audience 
at peak social media times. These apps allow you to 
schedule time in your week to push all of your social 
media content in one sitting so you don’t have to 
access Social Media accounts throughout your day. 
I block out time once a week to schedule my tweets 
and posts for the entire week. I can always drop into 
a Social Media account to add spontaneous insight or 
to retweet and repost something I found interesting, 
but scheduling my content allows me to focus my 
time on other projects. You can use the tools below to 
schedule your content for Twitter, Facebook, Instagram 
and more.

Everypost for Social Media Hootsuite

Buffer Latergramme
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Social Media

AfterLight
AfterLight is a photo enhancement tool that adds 
unique filters, textures, and frames to your images. 
You can create stunning photos in minutes and share 
them with your team. AfterLight boasts over 74 unique 
filters, 78 Natural Textures, and over 128 frames for 
your images. 
It is a great image editing app for quick and straight 
forward editing. The simple design, paired with some 
pretty powerful tools give you the look you want for 
your photos fast and easy. The app also features 
adjustment tools for your photos, so you can crop, 
resize, and transform your images on any device. You 
can even purchase additional packages to enhance 
your photos even more. This tool is great for enhancing 
your photos quickly, easily, and on the fly.

Download the Afterlight App
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Social Media

Over
Over is a tool for adding text and artwork to your 
photos. It is designed with the mobile creative in mind. 
It features standard and custom-made fonts and well-
crafted artwork combined with a sleek design. It’s very 
easy to use and gives you the ability to create stunning 
graphic design work with your own photos on the go.
It includes some exclusive fonts and original artwork 
from a variety of artists. In Over, you can discover 
artwork great for outdoor events, handcrafted icons, 
and more. You don’t have to have a Graphic Designer 
on staff to create some pretty stunning artwork with 
this tool. You can nudge, size, rotate, fade, copy 
and center your artwork and text, tint and crop your 
photos, and stretch your text. There are several color 
options to make your text or artwork pop or blend in to 
your image. You even have the capability too add your 
own logos and church branding as a PNG overlay.

Download the Over App
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Volunteer Culture

Planning Center Services
Planning Center is the best tool on the market for 
scheduling your volunteers and organizing the flow of 
your service or event. 
Planning
Create plans for each service, notes, items, songs, 
media and files. 
Scheduling
Schedule your teams through e-mail, texts or 
Facebook and let them accept or decline each request. 
Coordinate calendars, block out dates, and more.
Rehearsing 
Transpose chord charts and mp3s, import from 
SongSelect and PraiseCharts, and provide music to 
your teams using their media player or Music Stand 
app.
Other Planning Center Tools
Planning Center Online also boasts several other 
products that make planning, scheduling and 
executing your church services and activities easy. 
Learn more at planningcenteronline.com

Download the Planning Center Services App
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Volunteer Culture

YouVersion Bible
YouVersion is a simple, ad-free Bible app that brings 
God’s Word into your daily life. LifeChurch.tv created 
this app several years ago, and it has seen nearly 200 
million installs. That’s pretty impressive. With very 
robust features, including reading, listening, watching, 
devotionals, and kids bible apps, this is a great tool 
for your team. Don’t silence cell phones! Engage your 
team where they are! 
The app includes hundreds of Bible versions and 
languages. You can compare two versions side-by-
side. You can even choose your font and display size, 
making your online Bible experience just the way you 
like it. 
You can highlight in your favorite color, bookmark 
verses, and make notes about what you’re learning. 
You can subscribe to Bible reading plans that focus on 
a topic or schedule. The app even includes devotionals 
from gifted Bible teachers. When you use the app, 
your notes, bookmarks, highlights, plans, and more 
automatically sync across all your devices.

Download the YouVersion App
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Volunteer Culture

Evite
With over 32 million registered viewers, eVite is the 
leading digital invitation and social event planning 
service. They send over 200 million invitations on 
behalf of over 7 million party hosts every year. From 
team birthdays to cookouts, to potluck dinners, eVite 
is a great tool for helping you plan the details of your 
event. You can browse hundreds of free and premium 
invitation designs for your team. 
You can use eVite to invite and plan your volunteer 
team events, plan a breakfast or another meal as your 
team serves together, and more. Keep up to date with 
who is coming to your event and who isn’t. Plan what 
items each team member will bring. Share your eVite 
on your Social Media accounts for maximum impact.

Visit eVite.com
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Volunteer Culture

MailChimp
Create campaigns that have a consistent, professional 
look when sending e-mails to your team. You can 
save team lists, send to select groups, even create 
templates for certain campaigns. This is a great tool for 
sending a weekly production e-mail or updates to your 
team with details about Sunday. 
You can keep track of how your team members 
interact with your e-mails, track opens, clicks, activity 
and more. MailChimp also has a suite of mobile apps 
that let you create and send campaigns to your team 
with ease. 

Visit MailChimp.com or Download the App
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Design

Free Stock Photo Resources
There are several websites with stock photos for you 
 to use at your church. Sometimes it is worth it to even 
spend money on quality resources for your project. If 
you choose a cheaper or free option, you may have to 
dig to find really good stuff. Here are my top ten sites 
where you can get high-quality images, absolutely free.

Death to the Stock Photo Unsplash

Little Visuals Jay Mantri

Gratisography Pexels

Freely Photos StockSnap

You can also check out a monster list of nearly 100 
websites with stock photo resources here:

twelvethirtymedia.com/stockphotoresources
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Design

Lightstock
The best non-cheesy, high-quality, Christian-themed 
photo resource on the web right now is Lightstock. 
The images on the site are fairly affordable depending 
on your church budget. I would strongly suggest 
you consider spending some money on a few good 
resources than using bad artwork just because it 
is cheaper or free. Lightstock offers photos, video 
footage, vector artwork and more. You can purchase 
credits or purchase a low-cost subscription plan for 
your church.

Visit Lightstock.com
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Design

Flat Icon
Flat Icon offers the largest selection of free vector 
icons. From web to social media to food and buildings, 
the site offers a massive library of free icons you 
can use at your church or within your team. Explore 
categories like Cinema, Education, Music, Multimedia, 
and more. Also explore nearly 900 pre-packaged icon 
packs. Most of the icons in the library are free and 
some require you to give credit to the designer.

Visit FlatIcon.com
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Design

Adobe Creative Cloud
I honestly fought the move to a cloud-based system 
for producing my projects for some time. I like to 
have my own personal copy of my software and I still 
do have some older versions just in case something 
happens, but it’s hard to be up to date with the latest 
design tools without using Adobe’s Creative Cloud. 
There is some cost involved that you will want to weigh 
if you get a copy for your church. Using the Creative 
Cloud does ensure that you are getting the latest tools 
on the market.
Here are just a few of the design software offerings in 
Adobe’s Creative Cloud:

Photoshop Premiere Pro

Illustrator AfterEffects

Media Encoder InDesign
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Just For Fun

PLEX 
PLEX is the best kept secret when it comes to Digital 
Media Libraries. I have an embarrassingly large movie 
collection. It took me quite a bit of time to do this, 
but using Handbrake, I ripped every movie and TV 
show I own on DVD to my computer and stored it on 
an external hard drive as a digital file. I organized my 
movies and shows on plex.tv and can access them 
literally from anywhere in the world. 
As long as my computer is on, PLEX pulls the file 
from my external hard drive and streams it to any 
device. I even use the PLEX app on my iPhone with 
Google Chromecast and cast anything in my library 
to my TV or any TV  that has a Chromecast. Vizio and 
other SmartTVs also have built-in PLEX apps. In this 
scenario, you wouldn’t need Chromecast, you can just 
access your digital library right from your TV. It’s like 
creating and managing your personal Netflix streaming 
service.

Visit PLEX.tv to Download the Media Server
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Just For Fun

Handbrake
Handbrake is an open source video transcoder. If 
you need to rip a DVD or BluRay disc or even convert 
your video files, this is the tool for you. It can process 
and convert most common multimedia files and any 
DVD or BluRay source that does not contain copy 
protection. 
Handbrake can output these file types:
File Containers: .MP4(.M4V) and .MKV
Video Encoders: H.264(x264 and QuickSync), 

H.265(x265) MPEG-4 and MPEG-2 (libav), VP8 
(libvpx) and Theora(libtheora)

Audio Encoders: AAC / HE-AAC, MP3, Flac, AC3, or 
Vorbis Audio Pass-thru: AC-3, DTS, DTS-HD, AAC 
and MP3 tracks

Handbrake also gives you options for Title/Chapter 
selection, Chapter Markers, Subtitles, Video Filters, 
Live Video Previews, and more.

Download the Handbrake App

Carl Barnhill The Ultimate Church Media Toolbox 
57 Digital Tools for Every Church Creative 31

http://handbrake.fr
http://handbrake.fr


Just For Fun

Google Chromecast
Chromecast is a thumb-sized media streaming device 
that plugs into the HDMI port on your TV. Simply 
use an Android phone, tablet, iPhone, iPad, Mac, 
Windows laptop or Chromebook to cast your favorite 
entertainment and apps right to the big screen.
Chromecast works with a growing number of apps, 
including Netflix, HBO GO, YouTube, WatchESPN 
and Pandora. Find compatible apps at 
chromecast.com/apps
With Chromecast, your phone is your personalized 
remote control. Use the apps on your phone to search 
and browse, play, pause, rewind, control the volume 
and even make playlists. While casting, you’re free 
to use your phone for other things. Your friends and 
family can cast to the TV using their own phone or 
tablet, too - with no additional set-up required. It’s 
really affordable to get a Chromecast for every TV in 
your house.

Learn more and purchase Google Chromecast
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Just For Fun

Fitbit
As Church Creatives, our lives and work can be 
extremely busy. Keeping yourself healthy and active 
should be a major part of your routine.
Fitbit is a brand to help you with your health and 
fitness. Track your all-day activity by seeing stats like 
steps, floors climbed, active minutes, calories burned 
and more when you use the app with a Fitbit tracker. 
Log calories fast using Fitbit’s barcode scanner, quick 
calorie estimator and meal shortcuts. Use contacts 
from your phone, e-mail or Facebook account to invite 
friends and family to share stats, send cheers and 
taunts, and compete on the leaderboard.
View progress and analyze your tends with charts 
and graphs, set goals, record workouts, and stay 
motivated. The Fitbit App offers a dashboard where 
you can see all your achievement badges, analyze your 
charts and graphs and more.

Download the Fitbit App
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Inspiration

Church Stage Design Ideas
Church Stage Design Ideas gives you a large library of 
inspiration for designing sets at your church. Get ideas and 
inspiration for designing sets at your church. Check out 
hundreds of photos from churches that have designed sets 
for Easter, Christmas, Children’s Ministry, Student Ministry 
and more. Check out curated lists like Designs using 
Coroplast, Designs using Bubble Wrap, Designs using Light 
Bulbs, and more. Even submit a design from your church. 

Visit ChurchStageDesignIdeas.com
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Inspiration

Series Ideas
Get inspired by the creativity of other churches. The site 
offers artwork and descriptions of sermon series from other 
churches around the world. It’s helpful to see what other 
churches are doing when you’re stuck. Look at series ideas 
in the categories of Seasonal, Topical, and Textural. View 
series artwork, a description of each series, and connect 
with the designer. 

Visit SeriesIdeas.com
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Inspiration

Worship House Media
Worship House Media exists to provide worship videos and 
church media resources for pastors, worship leaders, small 
group leaders and anyone involved with worship planning. 
They offer ministry resources to churches, ministries, 
schools and other faith-based organizations.
As you plan and prepare for your weekly services, student 
ministry or small groups, you can always look to Worship 
House Media for mini movies, worship song tracks, church 
countdowns, worship backgrounds, and small group 
videos. They offer media from the best church video 
producers in the world.

Visit WorshipHouseMedia.com
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Inspiration

[twelve:thirty]media
[twelve:thirty]media exists to help churches and 
organizations create experiences where people meet 
Jesus and grow in their relationship with Him. We provide 
relevant, affordable, high-quality worship media, custom 
media and production training to churches and ministries 
around the world.
With over 10 years of experience in creating media content, 
in church production, and in ministry, our team has 
helped create environments for church worship services, 
conferences, youth camps, company events, and more. 
Though our main focus is church world, we have also 
created motion graphics and video content for and worked 
alongside athletic teams, non-profits, schools, businesses, 
and other organizations.
We offer A la Carte and Package Pricing on custom sermon 
bumpers, custom countdowns, motion backgrounds, still 
backgrounds, song support videos, logo animations, pre-
service announcement loops and more.

Visit TwelveThirtyMedia.com
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