
Book Publishing Ninja 
with Kristen Joy, The Book Ninja

What to Expect in Session 2  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Session 2: Registrations 

All About ISBNs 

Before the internet, it was often difficult to distinguish books, especially when you 
didn’t have the full title, author and edition information. If book titles are not exclusive 
or protected by copyright, and it’s not unusual for various books to have the same or 
similar title, how would you know whether a book is the one you are looking for?!

ISBN (International Standard Book Number) was created to solve this problem as a 
unique commercial identifier for each version and physical format of a published book. 
It became an international standard in 1970, and every book published outside 
Amazon Kindle must have an associated ISBN.!

While in some countries (UK, Canada, etc.), ISBNs are free, in the USA, we have to 
pay for them. To purchase ISBNs in the USA only, you must use the company, 
Bowker, at the website MyIdentifiers.com. If you are outside the USA and need to find 
out about ISBNs, use my ninja weapon, GOOGLE, to find out how to get an ISBN in 
your country. It will be the quickest way to get answers for your situation. [NOTE: Free 
takes longer so plan accordingly. If you know what your title is going to be, get started 
on the process ASAP because it will take a few weeks. In the USA, we get our ISBNs 
instantly because when we hand over the cash, they hand over the goods.]!

ISBNs cannot be shared, sold or reassigned. If you get an offer from someone who 
wants to sell you one of their ISBNs for $20, run. It is ILLEGAL! This law applies 
around the world. This does NOT mean that because you bought a block of ISBNs in 
your personal name before you had a company name that you cannot now put that  
company name on your account. You can; but you cannot give them away or sell them 
to anyone else. They have to be used for your own publishing company. Even if you 
publish books for other people, you have to be the one in control of the publishing 
entity to use one of your ISBNs for a book written by someone else.!

The ONLY way around this restriction is to create a legally-registered company with a 
full-blown legal partnership (e.g. LLC) between you and another person or persons 
and add each of your imprints to your account at Bowker. As I mentioned in Session 1, 
Bowker has information on the website about how to contact them by email to add 
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imprints to your account. Each person in this partnership must also be set up as an 
administrator on the account.!

ISBNs never expire but are non-refundable so be sure of what you want when you buy 
them. That said, you should invest in a block of 10 or 100. Why? Because EVERY 
format (paperback, hard cover, spiral, e-book, audio book, etc.) is required to have its 
own ISBN. You can use a block of 10 with just two books! Here is a hint: If you are 
going to buy two or three blocks of 10 ISBNs in the US, each block is a couple 
hundred dollars. So if you are going to buy two blocks of 10 (20 ISBNs), you might as 
well buy a block of 100 for around $500. You are going to spend that anyway for fewer 
numbers if you buy in smaller blocks.!

What about a barcode? Don’t buy one. They will try to sell them to you, but it is not 
required that you pay for these, so don’t do it. Use Lightning Source’s FREE Cover 
Template Creator at lightningsource.com to get a free barcode. It will save you about 
$10 per ISBN to get a bar code.!

The Tax Man Cometh—Like It or Not 

Don’t ask me specific questions about taxes in your area. I don’t know. Ask a local 
accountant and/or attorney when you have legal or tax questions. I can only tell you 
here about my own experience and am not giving you any kind of legal or tax advice.!

Sales Tax!

Sales tax depends on your area. Every county in every state in the USA has a 
different sales tax amount and requirements for whether you have to collect and pay 
sales tax. Even different cities have different sales taxes and this may also be true in 
different countries around the world. You need to check your local jurisdiction(s) to find 
the rules, requirements and amounts in your area. The best approach is to pay a 
Certified Public Accountant (CPA) or tax attorney in your local area for a consultation. 
Make a list of all your questions and buy an hour of their time to get answers so you 
know how to do it correctly from the start! !
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In the USA, sales made outside your certificate area do not need to collect sales tax. 
NOTE: In general, your “certificate area” is the county where your business is located, 
but you want to ask a sales tax professional about “Nexus” for full and complete 
clarification of your company’s obligations. Basically, this means I can go down the 
road a few miles, outside my county, and sell books at a book signing without 
collecting or paying sales tax. I have a reseller’s license permits you to buy things 
wholesale—a benefit if talking about expanding into other markets beyond your books, 
like toys—without paying sales tax on your purchases.!

The easiest way to collect tax for in-person sales is to calculate the full dollar amount 
you need and just eat the tax! Figure out (or ask your accountant to figure out) the 
amount you would have to sell your book for at a discount in order for the discounted 
price PLUS the tax on that discount to equal the amount you want to sell your book 
for. Then, when reporting the sales tax, pay it on the discounted price. It makes it 
much easier for a person buying the book in person to hand me a $10 bill than to pay 
me $10.60. A lot of people don’t carry change. What people do carry is $20 bills. Most 
ATMs give money in 20s. Change at stores for large bills is given in 20s. It is the most 
commonly carried paper money. Price your book accordingly. !

IMPORTANT: Sales tax returns must be filed quarterly even if the amount is $0 or you 
will be subject to a fine. !

Income Tax!

I am not going to spend time talking about state or federal income taxes in the US. 
That is far beyond the scope of this course. I just want to make you aware of a 
relatively new change in the tax law that allows you to file federal tax as an S-Corp 
while still maintaining your LLC status. Until recently, you had to have an S-Corp to file 
as an S-Corp—which has many tax benefits. Now, you can enjoy the reduced 
restrictions and regulations of the LLC while still filing taxes as an S-Corp. You don’t 
even need to concern yourself with this until your business makes 6 figures, but I 
know some of you already earn this kind of income and I want to make you aware of 
the change so you can talk to your CPA about it.!

Business Licenses, Corporations, etc. 

Getting a business license depends on the area in which you and your business 
reside. In general, a sole proprietor is not required to get a business license, but this 
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can be different between different jurisdictions. Some require everyone operating a 
business—regardless of the legal structure of that business—to register, get a 
business license and follow local restrictions for how and where a business can be 
operated. If you have a brick and mortar business, you must have a license in every 
jurisdiction I know. If not, rules vary by city, county and state jurisdictions.!

A Corporation (C or S) or Limited Liability Company (LLC) is registered and often gets 
a business license when registered with the local jurisdiction. This is not always 
automatic, so be sure to verify your local requirements. In most US jurisdictions, a 
legal company is required to have a local business license to operate. However, there 
are exceptions to this in some jurisdictions depending on where the business is 
operating (e.g. from your home or a business address) and the type of business being 
conducted. Again, you must check with local regulations in your own jurisdiction.!

If you are in the USA, you can use the link KristenRecommends.com/mycorporation to 
go to the website I use to register my companies and get my business licenses. 
Occasionally, they run sales and if so, you need to do it! It is worth it to have them 
take care of everything. Buy the “New to the World” package or, if on sale, the 
“Business in a Box” package. I added on a few things and they have great information 
on their web site to explain these to you, but you will definitely need what is in these 
two packages. Their customer support is phenomenal! If you are ever unsure of 
anything, have them handle EVERYTHING. It is easier. If they think you don’t need 
something, they will tell you.!

You can create an LLC in any state. All you need is a registered “proxy” address in 
that state. This company will take care of that for you with a simple click of a 
checkbox. You can have your company mail forwarded to you wherever you reside 
and choose a state for incorporation based on your goals and how a particular state 
helps you to meet those goals. Each state in the USA has different filing requirements, 
tax requirements, annual fees and annual report requirements, so you should do a 
little research to find out which state’s regulations work best for your needs.!

If you have any doubts or any questions about any of this, ASK a CPA (Certified 
Public Accountant) or tax attorney, preferably one who knows about internet 

marketing and/or online sales of books.!

!

BOOK PUBLISHING NINJA - KRISTEN JOY SESSION 2, PAGE !                                                       5

http://KristenRecommends.com/mycorporation


Book Printers 

There are basically two options available for printing your books: !

1. Print on Demand (POD): first, to be clear, there is no such thing as a “POD 
Publisher.” They like to call themselves that but POD is a technology form for 
printing, not publishing. Print on Demand printers print a single book as it is 
ordered. It has limitations in the special printing and binding features such as 
specialty papers or spiral binding because those are very expensive for one book 
at a time, but it!

➡ is Fast!
➡ is Inexpensive!
➡ has no inventory!
➡ has easy lines to distribution!

2. Offset Printing (traditional printing) has more print options (like spiral binding) but it!

➡ is slow!
➡ is inexpensive per book IF you order the 3,000+ book minimum!
➡ requires inventory, warehouse space, and fulfillment centers. You have to keep 

the 3,000 books somewhere and you will have to have a means of taking orders 
and fulfilling those orders.!

➡ has no easy line to distribution!

Print on Demand!

I personally recommend POD printing even though it is limited in the types of books 
you can print. There are so many benefits in not having to store and fulfill inventory 
and the quality has so greatly improved that it really is the best option for you until you 
are selling thousands of books.!

The top two print-on-demand companies are; !

๏ CreateSpace.com!

๏ IngramSpark.com (printed by Lightning Source)!
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Both of these printers are good and they are the best in the business. CreateSpace 
has some “shady” history, but each is a good printer and each has pros and cons. !

Let’s do the math…If you take a single book you are going to sell for $10, 90 pages in 
length, distributed on Amazon, Barnes and Noble, etc. with the industry-standard 
wholesale discount of 55%, here is what we would be looking at:!

If you are going to order books directly from the printer, in bulk: 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But, let’s say, you have a solid marketing plan and are going to sell a lot of books. 
What happens when you order even more?!

Have I ever ordered 500 books? Yes. Have I ever sold all 500? No. Have I given a lot 
away? Yes. I do it for marketing. Most promotional items like the ones we talked about 
in Session 1 cost from $1.50 to $3.00 each. My book is a much better promotional tool 
for me at even less that the cost of a ninja stress “ball.”!

Let’s get into the specs because this is where the differences really exist between 
these two printers:!
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Paper is especially important depending on what you are printing. CreateSpace 
actually uses a thicker paper than IngramSpark, but it is a lower quality so it looks 
thinner, and it bleeds a great deal. IngramSpark uses a thinner paper that looks and 
feels thicker, higher quality and does not bleed. This is important for journals, coloring 
pages or other pages where the owner might use markers on the pages. Most 
negative reviews of print quality happen because the paper type doesn’t match the 
use of the book such as coloring pages that bleed markers, so this is an important 
consideration.!

Fingerprints tend to show on darker covers. The Gloss laminate from CreateSpace 
hides fingerprints, but their matte finish is not impressive. It shows fingerprints badly 
and feels dirty right out of the carton. With IngramSpark, it is the opposite. Glossy 
laminate shows fingerprints and their matte does not. Their matte feels like silk. !

If you want to print with color on the inside pages, CreateSpace is very limited in what 
is available to you. IngramSpark has three options. The lower end options for some 
color is okay, not bad but not fantastic—like going to Staples and getting it printed in 
color; but their premium printing for kids’ books is gorgeous!!

There are set-up fees with IngramSpark. You pay $49 up-front to set up each book’s 
cover and interior files for print and an annual fee of $12 to maintain distribution. Why? 
Because you are actually getting distribution. CreateSpace does not distribute except 
to sell on Amazon.!

To put text on the spine of a book so it can be seen/read without pulling the book off a 
shelf to look at the front cover, CreateSpace requires a minimum of 102 pages in your 
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book. IngramSpark requires 50. NOTE: “Pages” is the number of pages, not pieces of 
paper. Front and back printing on the same piece of paper is two pages. Even if there 
is no print on the back side of a page, it still is considered two pages. !

In the Journal Design class, I talked at length about the differences between using 
CreateSpace-provided ISBNs vs. supplying your own. In a nutshell, if you use 
CreateSpace for your ISBN, they own it and you cannot print your book for distribution 
anywhere except through CreateSpace. You should always provide your own—a 
requirement for IngramSpark—regardless of which printer you use so you own the 
ISBN and can do anything you want with your own book!!

If you print with CreateSpace, don’t try to put your own bar code on the back cover. 
They will freak out. Leave blank space for it and CreateSpace will add the barcode. 
Printing with IngramSpark, the bar code is free as I mentioned earlier by using the 
template generator at Lightning Source and you place the bar code on the cover 
design before uploading to the printer.!

When it comes to distribution, CreateSpace does not meet the requirement for 
bookstores so you cannot get offline distribution even with their so-called “expanded 
distribution.” We will talk more about this later. IngramSpark offers you both online, 
including Amazon, and offline distribution.!

In the past, you could pay $800 per year for the “returnability" option (in which case, 
they would destroy the returned books) with CreateSpace, but now, you can no longer 
do this. No returns are accepted, period. It is for this reason that a CreateSpace 
printed book does not qualify for sale in bookstores, regardless of the expanded 
distribution option. Bookstores REQUIRE returns before a book will be accepted for 
sale in the store. Not only does IngramSpark accept returns, but you can decide to 
have the books mailed back to you from within your local area (i.e. if you are in the 
USA, you can have books mailed back to you from the US and Canada) so you can 
resell them in another venue rather than having them recycled/destroyed.!

Which Printer Do I choose?!

Quality Matters! For regular fiction and non-fiction, either printer works fine. For 
journals that have no pages where the reader needs to draw or color in anything, 
either works fine. For coloring books or any book that requires interactivity with pens, 
markers, etc. I do not recommend CreateSpace. Of course, offset is best for this type 
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of book, but given the limitations with order size, storage, etc. it is difficult to justify 
offset printing unless you become famous and sell thousands of books.!

If you think quality isn’t that important in a coloring book or journal, just look at some of 
the reviews for this type of book on Amazon. It isn’t difficult to see what matters to the 

people who are buying these books and if you are using POD, IngramSpark is the 
best choice for these types of books.!

Let’s do a real life comparison of print quality between these two POD printers. For the 
two books below, the “journal for business” was printed by CreateSpace and the 
“journal for writers” by IngramSpark. These are my actual “proofs,” the copies they 
send me before I actually enable them for distribution. 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In the writers book, I open it up and it looks great. I open the business book and the 
title page has wrinkles.!

In the business book, you can see the arrow is very pixelated and there is a spot on 
the page. Is this spot something you should expect from any printer or printing 
process? Yes. I just want to point it out.!
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Looking again at an image in each of the books, you can see again that the arrow is 
pixelated while the lightbulb in the writer’s journal page is very smooth. These are the 
same exact kind of file with vector images downloaded from openclipart! If you have 
gray-scale images, IngramSpark is going to print smoother with smoother lines 
because they print at a higher dots per inch.!

The back cover for each of the books will tell you exactly if the book is printed on 
demand and where. The IngramSpark cover (left) has the bar code on the right side 
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with the printing location to the left. The CreateSpace cover (right) has the bar code 
on the left side of the cover with the printing information near center. You can see here 
that the IngramSpark paper is not stark white which is easier on the eyes for people 
who are reading fiction.!

Notice that these both specify where the book is printed. I do not recommend you put 
anything on your copyright page about where a book is printed. It may not be printed 
in the USA and the printer will specify on the back cover anyway. !

One other note, CreateSpace actually stamps the proof as a “Proof” so be careful not 
to mix it up with your other printed copies when you are selling directly. The 
IngramSpark copy is an exact copy of your book as it will be printed and distributed 
with no markings for “Proof” so if you need to sell it, go ahead.!

Finally, this is the matte cover of my CreateSpace proof. I want you to see the 
fingerprints and scratches that show up on this laminate. Of the 50 books I ordered, 
10 of them were damaged (i.e. ripped, scratched, big globs of ink, etc.).!
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If my example isn’t clear enough that IngramSpark has better quality, here are a 
couple of additional examples of reviews for books printed with CreateSpace:!

These are not the types of reviews you want! Good quality will bring you:!

๏ Strategic partnerships: people will see you are willing to put in what is necessary 
for good quality and will want to do business with you!

๏ Credibility: just like with the quality of your business cards, the quality of the book 
you are selling or giving as a promotion is going to speak to your own credibility. 
You have to show you are the kind of person to take care in everything you do and 
no one is going to let you publish their book if your’s looks like you are willing to 
just slap something together.!

๏ Mass marketing opportunities: we will talk more about how these doors will open 
for you but know that IngramSpark helps to open these doors.!

๏ More money!

Library of Congress (USA) 

If you publish books in the USA or have access to a US address, a Library of 
Congress listing can come in handy. The US Library of Congress listing gets you listed 
in US libraries. It makes it easier for libraries to find your book. And for all the benefits 
that can come from this, don’t underestimate the “coolness” factor when you mail your 
book to the Library of Congress. ☺ !
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LCCN vs. CIP!

LCCN or Library of Congress Control Number is good for any book. It doesn’t matter 
how it is published. This is the account self-publishers will set up.!

CIP, Cataloging and Publication Data, is what you see in most books in Barnes & 
Noble. It is ONLY available to traditional publishers. You have to have published at 
least three authors, you cannot charge them for it but must publish traditionally, and 
those three authors must be featured on your publishing company web site as authors 
published by your company. You have to look like a traditional publisher and act like a 
traditional publisher before you can apply for CIP.!

There really isn’t much difference between the two. It is just a matter of how they are 
catalogued. !

Steps to get a Library of Congress Account!

1. Go to loc.gov/publish/pcn!

2. Click “open an account”!

3. Complete an Application to Participate!

4. WAIT. It is going to take time for them to get back to you with an account because 
they have to check you out first.!

After you get your LOC account, here are the steps to get a LCCN for your book:!

1. Upon approval of LOC account, they will send you instructions to go back to 
loc.gov/publish/pcn!

2. Select button for EPCN Login!

3. Fill out form, estimating your page count because I recommend you do this before 
your book is fully laid out and you know exactly what your page count is since it is 
going to take a little time to get the number. You will need it to complete step 4.!

4. Insert the LCCN on your book’s copyright page. You must do this. If you don’t, you 
will violate the terms of using the Library of Congress.!

5. Submit ONE copy of your book using their instructions/labels.!
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Copyright 

What is Copyright? !

Copyright gives the owner/copyright holder the right to:!

๏ Reproduce the work!

๏ Create derivative works—whether workbook, journal, toys, coloring book or 
anything else—based on the work!

๏ Distribute copies of the work to the public (sell, rent, lend, etc.)!

๏ Publicly perform the work (e.g. turn it into a movie or play)!

๏ Publicly display the work!

๏ Digitally transmit the work including audio, video, courses, etc.!

๏ Defend the work and sue anyone who is violating it without these rights or 
permission granted by the copyright holder!

Who Owns the Copyright? !

Legally, “The initial owner of the copyright to a work is the author/creator unless that 
work is a ‘work made for hire.’” If you created the work, you own it. That is the way the 
law sees it. You don’t have to register anything. You just have to prove you created the 
work, and registration helps to prove you created it.!

The “Poor Man’s Copyright” is another way of proving ownership. Specifically, you 
print a copy of your book manuscript, put it into an envelope, seal it very good, and 
mail it to yourself. This gets a federal stamp on the envelope from the US Postal 
Service with the date and time. NEVER OPEN THIS ENVELOPE! If you ever find 
someone using your work without permission and you have to go to court, you can 
produce this envelope to be opened in the court and it should prove that those are 
your words. Digital documents do not count. You must have a physical copy, and once 
it is opened, it cannot be used again to prove ownership. For this reason, you might 
want to send yourself multiple copies in case you need it more than once. All this 
makes registration seem like a good idea.!
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The Graphic Artists’ Guild Ethical Guidelines dictates that cover designers own the 
copyright to your book cover design unless you have it in writing that they don’t. The 
cover might even be your idea, but if someone else creates the art, they own it and 
you need to reference them as copyright holder or designer of the cover on your 
copyright page. Graphic artists who know what they are doing will not give up the 
rights to the design. However, sometimes you can purchase these for an additional 
fee. To give up the rights, they have to release to you all the original design files. If 
they do not give up the rights, you must get the copyright owner’s permission to use 
the design. They may give you permission to use the design for the cover of your book 
at the time the design contract is signed, but you will have to get their permission to 
use it in any other way.!

Co-authors and Joint works!

If you have a work that is created by two or more people, each author owns the 
copyright to his/her portion of the book. On your copyright page, you must list all 
copyright owners’ names.!

For collective works such as an anthology, every author retains the copyright to his/
her own writing/art. They do not own the whole book but just their portion of the book.!

“Work for Hire” means getting someone—artist, writer, designer, etc.—to create 
something for you for a fee such that you own the full copyright to everything. Good 
luck with that. Real designers—knowledgeable designers or artists—will not do this 
because they lose future business and that means losing money. It almost never 
happens. It may be possible to get someone to do this in another country, but in the 
USA, artists will run fast and far from any such suggestion unless they charge you a 
very large fee.!

What is not copyrightable?!

๏ Anything in the Public Domain. If something is in the public domain, it cannot be 
removed from the public domain and copyrighted. This includes quotes from sites 
like BrainyQuotes.com. Brainy Quotes only owns the rights to their own words on 
their web site regardless of anything you might read on their site. They do not own 
the other authors’ words. The don’t own the rights to anything Fair Use or in the 
Public Domain.!

๏ Facts (e.g. the sky is blue)!
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๏ Lists (e.g. recipe ingredients and measurements)!

๏ Titles, including book and series titles. You can trademark a book series title, but 
not book titles and you cannot copyright either.!

๏ Ideas!

Registering Copyrights!

The rules about what is copyrightable pretty much stand the same worldwide. The 
terms for length of copyrights and other specifics vary between countries. In the USA, 
copyrights can be registered with the United States Copyright Office. Why register 
copyrights?!

๏ It provides additional sure-fire protection and proof of your ownership of the 
copyright to a work.!

๏ You get a certificate that proves you are the owner of a work.!

๏ It is a very easy defense should something ever happen. I’ve had friends who’ve 
had portions of their books and even entire portions of their web sites ripped off 
and they were able to sue successfully.!

๏ It is inexpensive. There is a small fee per work, about $35 at the time of this 
course. You do not need to register every format of a book so just register the 
paperback version. You can, however, register each copyrightable item associated 
with your book such as a workbook or toy, and there is a separate fee for each of 
those items.!

IMPORTANT: You can only register a work ONCE. Do it after publication. You can 
only register once so if you register early, when you have revisions—and you will—
you cannot change and copyright the work again after changes unless it is a whole 
new work, meaning you’ve changed 50% or more. Don’t get too crazy that someone is 
going to steal your idea. Ideas are not copyrightable so anyone can take your idea 
before or after it is published. They just cannot steal your words or representation of 
the idea. If you are worried, don’t share. I put Non-Disclosure Agreements in your 
member’s area for a reason. Use them and have people sign them before they work 
on a project with you.!

!
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Steps to Get a Copyright account in the USA!

1. Go to copyright.gov/eco!

2. Click “Login to eCO”!

3. Click “If you are a new user, click here to register.”!

4. Register!

5. Wait!

When you get notice in a day or so that you have an account, they will send you login 
information. Do the following:!

1. Go back to the same website, copyright.gov/eco !

2. Click “Login to eCO”!

3. Login using the information sent to you!

4. Fill out the copyright form. There are several pages to it.!

5. Print out the mailing labels and mail TWO copies of your book to them.!

Demonstration: Using Someone Else’s ISBNs 

1. I gave up my 100 ISBNs in my divorce. I set up a new account with IngramSpark 
and took a day to transfer all my books from the old account to the new one which 
they did with no problem. The books still had the ISBNs on them from the old 
account, but because it is still me and my name is still technically on the old 
account, I am getting credit for them and can still use the ISBNs that are on my 
books at IngramSpark.!

2. Tony Laidig and I became business partners in a new corporation, Custom Toy 
News, LLC.!

3. Tony owns a bunch of ISBNs at Bowker. Because we could prove a legal business 
partnership, and because he added my name to his account as an administrator 
and my imprints to his account, I am able to use ISBNs from his block of numbers.!
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4. When I have a new book ready to assign an ISBN and select Manage ISBNs, I can 
choose which imprint the book is to be published with. This is really the only way to 
get around the rule of transferring ISBNs. 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Demonstration: Library of Congress Website 
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!
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Demonstration: Copyright Website 
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You are instantly taken to your new account and can register a copyright.!

BOOK PUBLISHING NINJA - KRISTEN JOY SESSION 2, PAGE !                                                       25



!
Session 2 Homework:  

1. Decide what type of printer you want to try!

2. Research everything about that printer such as pros, cons, reviews, etc.!

3. If in the USA, apply for your LOC and Copyright accounts.!

!
!
!

NOTE 

If you have further questions, go to the Facebook Group and search by the 
session number, i.e. “Session 2.” There is a dedicated stream for each session 
with questions posted after each session and further information related to 

that session. 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Session Q & A 

Q: Are ISBNs needed for publishing on Kindle?!
A: They are not IF you are only publishing on Kindle. Amazon assigns an ASIN, their own 

internal tracking number for Kindle books because they can only be sold on Amazon so no 
ISBN is required. If you move to other eBook formats like epub on Apple iBooks or Nook, 
you will need ISBNs for each format.!

Q: What do you think of Legal Zoom?!
A: I used to recommend them and them only. They have good customer service and I like 

them for basic stuff. Then, I started to see a lot of complaints about how their trademark 
filings didn’t hold up in court because they did it wrong. I hired a trademark attorney for that 
instead and stopped recommending them.!

Q: Is shipping more with CreateSpace?!
A: Yes it is. IngramSpark has a deal with UPS to get bulk shipping and because of those 

deals, your cost to ship one book is less, too. CreateSpace is much more expensive to 
ship. !

Q: Is the set-up fee at IngramSpark per title or per print run?!
A: Per title. If you want to submit a revision to your book, it is $25 to upload a revision to 

them. I recommend you not upload any revisions for at least 6 months unless there is 
something terribly wrong. You are going to get reviews and learn things people want you to 
add or change. Waiting gives you the chance to incorporate these requests before paying 
for a revision to be made. !

Q: Did you say if you use Ingram Spark you cannot use your own ISBN?!
A: If you use IngramSpark, you MUST use your own ISBN. With CreateSpace, you can do it 

either way. !

Q: I thought any book ever published in the US was in the Library of Congress. Isn’t this true?!
A: No. It is only in the LOC if you get an account, fill out the form and send it there. !

Q: Can coloring books and similar books go to the Library of Congress in paperback?!
A: Absolutely. I would send all my books there but not coloring books. I copyright them, but 

there really isn’t a point in having a coloring book in a library where you cannot color in it.!

Q: If you put together a book of stories like Chicken Soup series, every person owns the 
copyright to their story. Correct? What if you need to edit the story to help understanding?!
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A: Correct. Editing doesn’t count. Even if you edit the story, the author still owns the copyright 
to it. It is still their original words, just tweaked, and you cannot take copyright to that.!

Q: How do you file and keep up to date a constantly changing website?!
A: As far as I know, you cannot file that and get a certificate. You just put copyright on the 

website and include a terms of use statement on the site. There are companies who create 
and sell these and they are attorney approved so you should look into buying a Terms of 
Use statement for your site. NOTE: shopify.com provides Terms of Use, Privacy and 
Refund Policies if you sign up. You don’t have to set up a store with them to get these.!

Q: If I am in Canada but want to distribute in the US, do I need LOC or copyright accounts?!
A: No. You cannot get these if you are in Canada. To distribute in the US if you are in Canada, 

you need to have your book printed with either CreateSpace or IngramSpark and then you 
can easily get distribution in the US.!

Q: Can you only get LCCN if you have not published your book yet and do they only apply to 
first editions?!

A: You do need to get them before you publish your book. I usually do it after I get my proof 
back from the designer because it takes a few days. As I am revising the book back and 
forth with the designer, the number comes in and the very last thing I tell them is that 
number and they add it to the copyright page for me. They do apply to any other editions. If 
you do a full revision of your book (more than 50%) and publish a new version or you 
change the images on your cover or say “second edition” or “revised edition,” it counts as a 
new book and will require a new LCCN and new copyright. !

Q: Would you copyright a coloring book?!
A: I copyright everything I create. !

Q: Do you not have to display the trademark symbol if you have trademarked your brand/
logo?!

A: I am supposed to display the circle with the R in it, i.e. ®, because it is a registered 
trademark. !

Q: When registering the LCCN, is it like the ISBN where you have to register a separate 
number for each format?!

A: Yes, I believe so. I have to look it up because it may have changed, but in the past, if you 
did a hardback and paperback version, you had to register each separately and get a 
separate number. The general library rule is that if you have printed in more than one 
format, they prefer the hardback version. You do have to have your ISBNs before you file 
for your LOC number. !
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Q: If you filed for a LOC number but didn’t print it in the book, would you have to refile to add 
it in?!

A: Yes. If you are reprinting your book and want to add that in, it would be a change and 
require a new number. !

Q: If printing/distributing your print book with IngramSpark, how long does it take to align that 
with your Kindle book on Amazon so both show up on the same page?!

A: It usually happens automatically but it could take a week or six months. The only way to 
make it faster is to make sure both are in your Author Central account on Amazon and 
contact Amazon support to tell them your books need to be linked. !

Q: Is there any way to copyright a revision of a previously copyrighted book for which I own 
the copyright without changing more than 50%?!

A: You can file an amended copyright claim with the US Copyright Office without having to 
change 50% of your work.!

Q: What category do you use for the Library of Congress?!
A: The same as you use for IngramSpark. !

Q: Do you have to manage the distribution on your own to get your books onto Amazon, etc. 
when printing with IngramSpark?!

A: No. It is automatically managed for you just like it is for CreateSpace. !

Q: If you estimate your page count for LCCN and are way off, can that be a problem?!
A: It can be, which is why I like to do it after I have the first proof of the interior laid out and 

done. !

Q: Have you seen the Poor Man’s Copyright work in court?!
A: I had a client who used it and it did actually work. It doesn’t always work, however. 

Registering it and getting the certificate is the only sure-fire way. !

Q: Can you file a US copyright as a foreigner?!
A: Yes. !

Q: Does a ghost writer own the copyright?!
A: Technically, you own it; but ghost writing would be considered “work for hire” in most legal 

cases. If you are a ghost writer writing for other people, you will have an agreement. 
Whatever that agreement says about the copyright terms will prevail. Technically, you are 
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being paid up front for providing a service and the person hiring you has the rights to use 
and distribute it. It will just need to be in writing and clear.!

Q: If I did not get an LCCN for the first edition of my book and have started to distribute the 
second edition without an LCCN, can I still get it for either edition?!

A: It is something that should be done before your book is in print because it needs to go on 
your copyright page. At this point, don’t worry about it or even try. It isn’t that important. !

Q: Is Bowker the same as My Identifiers?!
A: Yes.!

Q: If I want to give ISBNs to my clients, I can use a separate imprint for each one of them and 
my company would be the publisher for each client with the ISBNs associated with me. If 
they want their own ISBN later, can they use the same ISBN on a different account? !

A: No they cannot.!

Q: What address would you use, home or publishing business address?!
A: Publishing business address.!
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