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Varietal

100% Chardonnay

Origins

After a short interruption south of the Côte Chalonnaise, vineyards reappear around
the town of Tournus. This region is a great producer of primarily white wines. One
out of three bottles of white Burgundy comes from the Mâconnais! Château London
is not a brand name, but a vineyard whose name refers to the fact that its original
owner lived in rue Landon in Paris. Over time, “Landon” became “London”.

Vineyard selection and management

Soil type and altitude: Clayey white soil with a rather high proportion of limestone, at
an altitude of 220 m. Age and pruning of the vines: Single Guyot pruning, high
trellising (1.3 m) to guarantee maximum exposure to the sun. The vines are 20 years
old and have a density of 7,000 vines/ha. Yield: 49 hl/ha.

Vinification and maturing

Harvest date: 7 October 2016, the grapes were handpicked and collected in 20-kg
perforated crates.

At the winery: the whole bunches of grapes were gently pressed for 2½ hours. The
temperature of the must was cooled to 12°C and was transferred directly into
barrels without settling of the must in order to keep most of the lees. A long
fermentation period using indigenous yeasts.

In the cellar: aged for 8 months without being racked. The lees were not stirred so
as to allow all of the wine's minerality to shine through. A proportion of 30% new
French oak barrels was used; they were toasted for a long time and at a low
temperature to impart a subtle, delicate flavour to the wine.

Bottling: using gravity in end of August 2017, bentonite fined and very gently
filtered.

Tasting notes

Visual: Golden nuances
Nose: Powerful floral aromas mingle with muscate and toasted notes
Palate: A round and fleshy attack with a liveliness finish.

Ageing potential

4 years.
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Vintage : 2016

2016 – A miraculous vintage!
Given a difficult start, the wines of Burgundy have an unexpected high quality - as
much as we could have hoped. After one of the mildest winters since 1900, the
growers suffered vineyard damage in springtime which severely reduced the size of
the potential harvest. In fact in the month of April we experienced devastating frosts
over an exceptionally wide area. Hailstorms caused further damage during May in
the Maconnais and North Burgundy. The weather changed completely with the
arrival of summer: with sunshine and warmth which allowed the vines to catch up
with their growth. There was adequate rainfall which helped the growth continue in
good conditions with the harvest taking place just at the right time.
Vintage 2016 thus offers some fine surprises with wines of potentially high quality.
The white wines have fine fruit aromas, are generous with good body and will be
ready to drink while young whereas the red wines are powerful, tender,
concentrated and will be ideal for ageing.
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