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Varietal

100% Chardonnay

Origins

This ‘vast' appellation brings together four great regions; Yonne to the north, with
its fresh, mineral wines, followed by the Côte d'Or, with its rounder, deeper
whites, the Côte Chalonnaise with its pleasant wines, and lastly the Mâcon
region to the south, with a range of styles varying with the individual soil and
exposure. Soils are mostly limestone-clay.

Vineyard selection and management

This wine is produced from parcels coming both from the Côte de Beaune –
lending a richness – and from a little further south, giving its wines a fresh,
mineral character. Rigorous vine work went into the production of this wine,
along with uncompromising checks for such considerations as yields and
cultivation methods, where soil work is required to assist and support the
microbacterial activity required for the terroir to express itself.

Vinification and maturing

Harvest date: 16 september 2014. The grapes were handpicked and collected in
20-kg perforated crates.
At the winery: The whole bunches of grapes were gently pressed for 2½ hours.
The temperature of the must was brought down to 12°C then was immediately
transferred to barrels with no settling to preserve a maximum of lees. Very long
fermentation (up to 10 months!) using indigenous yeasts.
In the cellar: aged for 14 months with no racking or stirring to bring out all of this
wine's minerality. A proportion of 10% new gently toasted French oak barrels
were used for very delicate oaking.
Bottling: the wine was bentonite fined and very gently filtered before being
bottled using gravity in November 2015.

Tasting notes

Visual: pale yellow with golden highlights.
Nose: aromas of pear, lemon juice, white blossom and a hint of exotic fruit.
Palate: a delicious wine with a nice silky texture.

Ageing potential

4 to 7 years
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Vintage : 2014

After three very small vintages what Burgundy urgently needs in 2014 is
quantity. Our prayers may have been answered: the 2014 vintage is very
promising with good yields! After another year of surprising weather, September
lived up to its reputation and played its part to the full in terms of ripening the
grapes. In the springtime, the 2014 vintage looked like being an early one and
the vines profited from the hot and dry weather, which indicated an abundant
harvest and healthy vines. In summer, the sun appeared to have gone on
vacation elsewhere, and the advance gained at the start of the cycle was soon
lost. However, despite the wet and chilly weather, maturation began to gather
pace at the end of August. The Burgundy winegrowing region, like France's
other winegrowing regions, experienced a few pockets of sour rot. The plots of
Pinot Noir were subjected to strict sorting, both in the vines and in the winery.
This occasional phenomenon was localized in an otherwise very healthy year.
The harvest began in mid-September in the sunshine. The grapes brought into
the wineries were ripe, healthy and aromatic. 2014 will be an excellent year for
white wines in the Burgundy region. Their clear-cut, precise structure promises
good keeping potential. Red wines offer intense colors, a fruity nose, and
concentration in the mouth, with smooth, pleasant tannins, and lovely notes of
fresh fruit. They are wonderfully sophisticated, hinting at all the qualities of great
red Burgundy wines.
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