
 

 

 

Jean-Charles Boisset and Gina Gallo Honored at John F. Kennedy 

University’s Institute of Entrepreneurial Leadership’s Third Annual 

Entrepreneurship Awards  
 

 
Napa, CA (May 21, 2014) – Jean-Charles Boisset, Proprietor of Boisset Family Estates, and his 

wife, Gina Gallo, Winemaker for Gallo Signature Series Wines, were awarded the Chuck Smith 

Award for Global Entrepreneurship by the John F. Kennedy’s University’s Institute of 

Entrepreneurial Leadership (IEL).  They were both honored at the Third Entrepreneur of the 

Year Awards Ceremony on May 16, 2014 at the Blackhawk Auto Museum in Danville.   

 

Jean-Charles Boisset and Gina Gallo were selected for being the new entrepreneurial faces of 

wine and the next generation leading the wine world forward.  Their bi-continental, global 

approach and inspiring story of dynamism, energy and entrepreneurial spirit were all cited as 

reasons for the nomination.   

 

Jean-Charles Boisset was born into the world of wine in the village of Vougeot, Burgundy, 

France within view of centuries-old vineyards.  As proprietor of Boisset Family Estates, Jean-

Charles continues the entrepreneurial spirit of his parents who founded the company in 1961.   

He has implemented organic and Biodynamic farming at all of the family’s estate vineyards in 

Burgundy and California and instituted the concept of "viniculteur", redefining the company’s 

traditional role to encompass a close and active interest in all aspects of winegrowing to ensure 

premium quality and sustainable farming practices.  His has re-invigorated the California 

wineries in the family collection, breathing new life into DeLoach Vineyards in the Russian 

River Valley, Raymond Vineyards in the Napa Valley, and most recently, into Buena Vista 

Winery, California’s first premium winery.  His leadership at each property has garnered 

numerous awards for the quality of winemaking, historical preservation, and innovative, 

educational guest experiences. 

 

Gina Gallo, the granddaughter of California wine pioneer Julio Gallo, has winemaking in her 

blood. She grew up as the farmer's daughter in the outskirts of Modesto, where the Gallo’s set up 

their first winery and vineyards in 1933. In her role as winemaker, Gina has received numerous 

international awards.  Gina and Jean-Charles wed in 2009. 

 

Other awards presented included: the Chuck Smith Award for Global Corporate Leadership, 

accepted by Tim Harden, President of AT&T Supply Chain and Fleet Operations; and the Chuck 

Smith Lifetime of Civic Leadership Award, accepted by Clint Hill, Secret Service Agent for 

Jacqueline Kennedy. 

 

# # # 

 

About Boisset Family Estates 



Boisset Family Estates is a family-owned producer and importer of fine wines founded in 

Burgundy, France in 1961. Boisset’s collection of more than twenty historical and unique 

wineries boasts leading positions in the world’s pre-eminent terroirs, including Burgundy, 

Beaujolais, the Rhône Valley, the South of France, Canada, and California’s Russian River 

Valley, Napa Valley, Sonoma County and Monterey. One of the world’s foremost producers of 

Pinot Noir and principal proponents of organic and Biodynamic viticulture, Boisset crafts fine 

wines with a strict terroir approach: each house in its family of wineries has a unique history, 

identity, and style, yet all are united in the pursuit of superior quality. To learn more about 

Boisset Family Estates, please visit www.boissetfamilyestates.com. 

 

About E. & J. Gallo Winery 
Established in 1933 in Modesto, California, by Ernest and Julio Gallo, E. & J. Gallo Winery has 

become the world's largest family-owned winery and the foremost winery in the art of grape 

growing, winemaking, distribution and marketing of wines. With nine wineries strategically 

located in California’s wine regions and access to grapes from vineyards in all of the premier 

grape-growing areas of the state, Gallo produces wines in every category, to suit every taste. 

Gallo imports wines from eight of the major wine growing countries in the world. Some of the 

brands in Gallo’s wine portfolio include Gallo Family Vineyards, Barefoot Cellars, Louis M. 

Martini, MacMurray Estate, Bridlewood Estate, Mirassou Vineyards, Frei Brothers, DaVinci, 

Martin Codax, Don Miguel Gascon, Ecco Domani, Brancaia, and William Hill Estate. Recently, 

the Winery has expanded its portfolio to include distilled spirits with the introduction of New 

Amsterdam Gin and Familia Camarena Tequila. 

 

About the Institute of Entrepreneurial Leadership (IEL) 

The Institute of Entrepreneurial Leadership (IEL) is an initiative of John F. Kennedy University 

that is designed to stimulate and scale entrepreneurship and job creation in the U.S. 86 student 

companies have flourished from the IEL achieving 2013 revenues of approximately $1.1 Billion. 

Student companies are located in 12 states and serve throughout the US and even the globe. IEL 

especially strives to improve our Northern California economic, environmental, and social well-

being one student-entrepreneur and one business at a time. Half of our student population comes 

from Northern California. Currently in 2014 we anticipate to double the population of student 

graduates of the institute. For more information, visit www.jfku.edu/iel.   

 

http://www.boissetfamilyestates.com/
http://www.jfku.edu/iel.

