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New owner -- Boisset Collection will take over as Oakville Grocery's new owners in early 2019.
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New owner vows to retain the stores iconic look and offerings

Early last week vintner and property mogul Jean-Charles Boisset of the Boisset
Collection announced the purchase of Oakville Grocery, the oldest grocery store in the
state known for its local artisan goods and fresh food and wine offerings.

Despite the purchase of both the Oakville and Healdsburg locations, Boisset, the owner
of several Russian River and Napa Valley wineries, vows to retain the stores iconic look,
including its name and its employees.

“I have always adored the Oakville Grocery for what it represents for Napa Valley, for
California and for America,” Boisset said in a statement to the press. “It is a landmark
and iconic destination at the crossroads of history in Napa that has been the community
gathering place, mercantile, farm stand and grocery for neighbors and visitors alike for
well over a century … and we are exceptionally honored to be entrusted to carry forward
this timeless property.”

Boisset plans to offer an added selection of fresh and local products from farmers and
purveyors from Napa and Sonoma. Aside from this one change, Megan Long
communications manager for Boisset, says the store will retain its name and its 45
employees.

“They will all be welcomed into the Boisset family,” she said.

Prior to the acquisition, the property has been in the hands of Samantha Rudd since 2007.
Rudd is the proprietor of Rudd Estate and PRESS Restaurant, the St. Helena chop and
grill house.

The Rudd family purchased the 140-year-old store in an effort to restore it as an
important staple in the community with the hope of introducing gourmet food and world
class wines.

“My family purchased it in order to revive the illustrious historical store that has meant
so much to this community,” Rudd said. “My father’s vision was to restore it to its
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rightful place in California wine country and to ensure that its legacy remained for the
local and tourist community for decades to come.”

Investing significantly on the site, over the years the family fully restored the historical
Victorian house at the Oakville location and carried the success of the downtown
Healdsburg location.

And while Rudd said the decision to sell the property is a bit bittersweet, she added the
Rudd family has full confidence in Boisset when it comes to ensuring the store’s legacy
is preserved.

“We are honored that Jean-Charles Boisset has agreed to assume the mantle and carry on
the legacy. We believe, like Jean-Charles, that Oakville Grocery belongs to history and to
the future and that we are its caretakers. Our trust in Boisset’s vision was an essential
consideration as we selected the right steward for Oakville Grocery’s future,” Rudd said.

Rudd added that the sale will also free her up time to focus on PRESS Restaurant and on
Rudd Estate wines.

Boisset will begin operating Oakville Grocery in early 2019.

For more information about Oakville Grocery or the Boisset Collection, visit
oakvillegrocery.com and boissetcollection.com.
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