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As Ariel Saland, an expert Buena Vista Winery guide, leads guests through
a small, tunnel-like passageway, she explains how the opening alloweed
mid-1800s winery workers to enter what was once a champagne cave.
[ mfortunately, they were blocked from entering through the front because a
roaring fire was at the entrance, a fire that they started and tended for six
weeks straight, hoping it would warm the wine enough to activate the veast
and create the vital bubbles of sparkling wine. (Spoiler alert: It did not work).

b

ales like these give color and character to present-

day locations. In the case of Bucna Vista, they tic

people to a long-past era that laid the groundwork
for modern-day California wine country. Without these
storics, they may never appreciate the ingenuity and
sacrifice it took Napa and Sonoma Valley pioncers to
bring this world-renowned region to fruition.

No onc knows this better than Jean-Charles
Boissct, the proprictor of the Boisset Colleetion. The
Boissct Collection cncompasses winerics through-
out California and France, Boissct’s homeland. The
glamorous Boissct knows more than a bit about his-
torical and cultural appreciation and preservation.

Hailing from Vougeot, France, in Burgundy, Boissct’s
family owns historically significant vincvards and
wincrics.

Boissct first visited California and DBucna Vista
when he was cleven, and he began a lifelong love
affair with the winery, eventually fulfilling his dream
by purchasing it. “1 fell in love with Buena Vista, fell
in love with the history of California, fell in love with
the scnsce of pioncering and the idea that everything is
possible in this beantiful state. In the last 150 years,
we have the amazing innovators, pioncers, the Gold
Fush, and cverything that followed—the spiritual
endeavor that says everything can be done here.” o



Founded in 1857, the Bucna Vista Winery
was condemned after the 1989 carth-
quake, and Aricl deseribed the state of the
building with the champagne caves when
Boizsct purchased them, “It was in terrible
condition. [lad [Boissct] not restored
and preserved it for historical purposcs,
the building wouold not exist at all. The
recommendation was to resurface all the
caves, and Jean-Charles said, ‘Absolutely
not, there are no other caves like this in
the arca’ These are the most histori-

cally signibcant wine caves in the state
of California, if not in the U8, and thev're
high up there in the world.”

Specialized restorers carved cach stone

individually and regrouted them for carth-
quabkes. The original frout was vory rigid,
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and the building needed to wigéle and flow
a little bit. The stones, so worn down that
they leaked out ag they filled the groot into
the rocks, were cach saved and reused.
Today, all the building stones arc original

Maintaining historic buildings conneets
people to the past with physical reminders
of what came before them. 8o Boisset is un-
derstandably proud of the efforts to keep the
original structurc. “Tlow cool is it at Bucna
Vista, to say, that iz how they built it, look at
it, and wo preserved it, and in three hundred
viears, that's what we'll sec. Like the Lowuvre,
Tulum, Machu Ficchu, old temples in China,
and Petra,” Boissct pushed.

As someone who grew up surrounded by
and non-plusscd by ancient history, Boissct
may be the perfeet person to bring a wave
of restoration to Napa Valley, *1 come from
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a world in Burope and France that vou live
where vou live beeause vour family has;
where the maps of the wine regions have
alrcady been ercated and established. You
must deal with the system and the walls
built before vou. Here, everything is uniguc,
and cverything can be yours.”

lle recognized that the American wine
country legacy, although short, was fas-
cinating and inspiring. “What motivates
me, in general, is the phenomenal idea
that poople came here with a dream and
a world they wanted to create for them-
sclves. Evervbody has a chance to write
a chapter [for the future], but we cannot
crase the chapters of the past.”

Liss than 200 years ago, winemaking did
not cxist in California as an industry. Pioncers
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andd prospectors came here with dreams and
the tenacity to build something new. This
scnse of exploration and innovation scts the
American wine country apart in the wine
workl, and it melds well with two mainstays
in Boissets life: wine and optimism.

“l was raised in an environment that is
very serious |about wine]. That could be
very stifling and boring. 1 think the opposite
of that. [ think we can have fun and leam.
[ dom’t talk much about techmicality. 1 have
domni it all my life, and we have mastered the
technical side. It is not what is going to bring
people together. Fermentation is not going to
bring people together. Tt is about emotions
and feclings. We have a phenomenal team of
wincmakers so that nobody can challenge us
on winc. So that's why we have fun!”

*“1 think we're
shareholders of
history and share-
holders of our future.
It is essential to have
historical landmarks
and document history
visually so people
-an feel it, touch it,
and live it.,”
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s infeetious exuberance flows over as he
waxcs poctic about wine culture, French
culture, and how he loves the big American
smiles. s gregarious personality and sueecss
procede him, and he is well-known as a one-
oif-a-kind visionary and wine cntreprencur.
Still, historical proescrvationist is becoming
an oft-used Jl_-::q.'ri]'rtc:r, a5 he has made it
his mission to help conserve the short buat
poignant history of Napa Valley, e doces it
by purchasing landmark sites, keeping their
cultural importance, and restoring them to
their former glory and bevond.

“The missionarics were sent to bring
Catholicism; [ was sent to bring the fecling
that we've got to respeet this ineredible
place that is California,” Boisset said.

e seooped up California’s oldest con-
tinually operating grocery store, Oakville
Grocery when it became available in 2019,
Om the National Register of Historic Places,
the 18581 grocery store originally offered
provisions to the first wine country adven-
turers. T-ul:!}', it caters to a crowd inter-
cated in local artisanal products, wood-fired
pizzas, and chef-prepared takcaway farc.
The iconic nature of the building remains,
but Boissct modernized it for today’s Napa
Valley lncals and travelers.

Adjacent to Oalville Grocery  stands
what used to be the founder’s home, which
Boissct  restored  and  transformed  into
Mapas first wine history muscum—15881
Mapa Muscum. A towar of the muscum gives
visitors a snapshot of the valley’s beginnings,
the carly pioncers, winemaking relies, and

artifacts from the “Golden Age of Wine,” in-
cluding original bottles from the 1800s. The
mrt-winctasting-part-cducational  muscum
allows  visitors to sample and compare
wine from the valley’s 16 appellations. The
concept falls in line with Boissct’s theory of
preservation, “Prescrve, bring back to what
it was, :ulclin,p'; a little twist of the rutun_', ut
mainly kecping the past.”

Boisset is renovating Calistoga’s 1868
train depot and plans to open a eafe,
brewery, and spirits  tasting room  on
gite. Boissct also rccently purchased two
maore landmark propertics—the Elizabeth
Spencer Winery with its 1872 Post Office
building that scrves as its tasting room, and
the Ink House Luxury Inn, which was built
in 1885 and is now listed on the National
Fegister of Historie Places.

In February 2022, Boissct opens the
tasting room in
downtown Napa, commemorating Bucna

Chateau  Bucna  Vista

Vista Wincrys Napa Valley connecetion.
Partnering with Earth & Sky Chocolates,
Boissct plans a wine and chocolate tasting
expericnee in the 1929 Gordon Building—
another building on the National Register
of Historic Places.

When asked what he thinks the legacy
of our current pericd in Napa Valley will
be, he explained, “None of us arc making
average to poor wines, so that’s good news.
We arc entering an cra where there is an
excellent understanding and  knowledge
about viticulture and winemaking. 3o,
we have transitioned over the last three
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decades into a period of extreme knowd-
cdde and savoir-faire. Now we are entering
into a world of ereativity and craft—a time
of true artistry.”

Boisset reveals his respeet for the wine
pioncers,  their innovations, and  their
dreams, and it is as if he is telling the storics
of Napa Valleys” roots for the first time with
his fresh perspective. [le compares Napa
Vallev’s progression to that of Burdundy
and Bordeaux and shares that instead of
taking centurics to build its legacy, Napa
Vallev will catapult to that level more
rapidly by recognizing, protecting, and
conscrving its past carlicr.

“California is new, |its wine country
1850, We always have this
complex about Italy and France. Let's write
our own powerful history.”

Ity preserving and  cclebrating  the
buildings and history of the region to such
a considerable cxtent, Boissct is cnsuring
himself a place in the appellation’s story as
one of the pioncers who built Napa Valley.
It is moving that a French vintner is so
cnamorcd with the Napa Valley of yester-
day and today. Ile brings pride of place to
the region and paves the way to an illustri-
ous future.

dates  to]

“I think we're sharcholders of history
and sharcholders of our future. It is es-
sential to have historical landmarks and
document history visually so people can
foel it, touch it, and live it.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION
whww boissetcollection.com
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