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HIGH SOCIETY

“Larger than life” is perhaps the 
most overused cliché ever 
coined. In over three decades 

in the wine business, I have seen the 
descriptor applied to scores of person-
alities—but I’ve met few who earn it 
quite like Jean-Charles Boisset, founder 
of the family-owned winery collective 
Boisset Collection.

The term “flamboyant” doesn’t begin 
to cover a man with a penchant for 
brightly colored suits, ascots, ornate 
lapel pins, leopard-skin prints, and 
red socks—and whose sworn mission 
is to convert everyone to his lifestyle, 
beginning with the wine world. 

“Wine is much more than purely 
wine,” he advises. “It’s a joie de vivre  
. . . the essence of who we are.”

That is the joy Boisset is sharing 
with guests who’ve been dressing to 
the nines and filling the seats at the 
Alchemy of the Senses dinners he’s 
been hosting at venues around the 
country since May. From San Francisco 
to Chicago to Miami (among other 
locales), Boisset has embarked on what 

is ostensibly, but much more than, a 
tour for his book of the same name. 
Every detail of the dinner arrangements 
is lovingly curated—from the Last 
Supper–inspired menu, Bernardaud 
china, Christofle flatware, JCB Passion 
Collection Baccarat glassware, red 
velvet tablecloths, and bejeweled 
Boisset Collection wine bottles to the 
displays of Boisset’s jewelry, perfumes, 
custom decanters, and so on. Guests are 
engaged from the start in what amounts 
to immersive theater.  

In late September at the XI 
Visionaries Gallery in New York’s West 
Chelsea neighborhood, Boisset took 
command of the virtual stage in a way 
that would make P.T. Barnum jealous. 
Getting the crowd’s attention with the 
clink of two gilded magnums of JCB 
Gala Champagne, he addressed them 
with his signature teasing innuendo. 
“We spend our late-night hours telling 
different stories to each other,” he said 
with a wink. “But one of my favorite 
late-night exchanges [begins], ‘What 
would be your last supper?’” A clue 

to the answer came in the form of the 
first course—caviar-garnished quail 
eggs that he advised his guests to eat 
with their fingers carefully so as to “let 
[them] melt and bring [them] to the 
ultimate explosion in your mouth.” 

After introducing each member of 
his team in endearing terms usually 
reserved for close family, he taught din-
ers the ban Bourguignon, a traditional 
French singing toast, to usher in the 
remaining courses. He remarked on 
celebrating both his 50th birthday and 
his tenth wedding anniversary earlier 
this year while issuing bon mots such 
as “Chew seven times and think about 
the seven sins you are about to com-
mit”—right up until the cheese course, 
when he responded to his own initial 
question: “My ultimate last supper does 
not have a lot of dessert because it has 
a lot of wine and cheese!”

Boisset reveled in the good time had 
by all, but in the end, it was he who 
seemed to be having the most fun—and 
that, essentially, is what the JCB 
lifestyle is all about.  

Boisset’s jewelry and glassware were 
among the items on display throughout 
the tour. 

Boisset Collection wines flowed during 
each dinner. 

Jean-Charles Boisset, fourth from left, with his team during the Alchemy of the 
Senses dinner at the XI Visionaries Gallery in New York. 

Alchemist of the Senses
JEAN-CHARLES BOISSET IS THE CONSUMMATE HOST  
OF WINE DINNERS FROM COAST TO COAST   by Lars Leicht
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Rye Whiskey was distilled by America’s original risk-takers and 

history-makers. Our freedom-fighting forefathers crafted America’s 

first barrels of whiskey——bold, flavorful, and full of passion. 

At Sagamore Spirit, we’ve picked up the torch. Our spring-fed 

Maryland-Style Rye Whiskey celebrates the grit and glory of our 

patriotic ancestors who sipped their way into history.

Savour our bold spirit and join the  

spirited conversation at whiskey.wiki

TP1119_032-63_KNv5.indd   50 10/31/19   3:55 PM


	TP1119_001-31_KNv5
	TP1119_032-63_KNv5
	TP1119_064-95_KNv5
	TP1119_096-125_KNv5
	TP SPACER PAGE
	TP1119_Flip_001-13 KNv5



