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Kitchen Memories at

Elizabeth
Spencer

A New museum in a
winery in Rutherford

SASHA PARILYER

P ST e el e s, Coim

ean Charles Baissel deseribes
megling Kathleen Thompaon
Hill as & “coup e foudne™ =
# resl a *holt of
I:ghlnlng_ urmunrn'r'l:l-qrwnan a
dashing Frenchman with o pas-
sion for food, wine and histary,
amd a dimrimutive Sonoma cod-
lecter of kitchen utensils pavesd
the way for e creslion of one
of the nsoel il wse s
im Mapa Valley; *Kitchan Mem-
orles™ now open at the Elizabseth
SpendeT Wimery.

His Balsset Collection ac-
quired the Butherford winery in
2021, anad wihien Bolsset umeelled
thie removated property in Ocha-
ber, it was promptly clear that
be had retained — but palishesd
a l5tile — the secrel garden charm
af the quiet. guirky winery,
foinmded by Elizab=th Prescler
and Spencer Graham n 1998,
with ite headquarters in the his-
toric Butherford Post Odfics that
dates hack to 1871

The timy brick office still wel-
comes guests to the winery, amd
inside the grounds ane new st -
ing pavilicne, along with a azh
“imsectarfum™  abloom  with
flirwers, 2 French tradition, Bols-
s6t explained as he lod & tour. An
ol garden shid has been spiffed
upwith bright gresen floral wall-
paper and a selection of gar-
dem ~style goods, as well asspace
aned wines fior tasting.

Bk {1 suirprise came when he
brought his guests to what was
omce a raste tasting space that

now i5 “Kilchen Memaories” a
museum flled with an eclecte,
tantalixing display of just about
amy kifchen ufensil you cam
g,

This i not the fancy stoff;
here vou'll find spatalas, grat-
ors, cookie tins, waffle iroms,
coffes grinders, milk bottles, and
whisks — all those things used
im resal kitchens to meake ot just
mels, but memaries, Har frving
pan eollection inchudes o Teflon
pan, painted by a Sonoma artist
with a portrait of President Bon-
ald Reagan. “People tald me Thad
by by 5.7 BT ssasd.

UCpoking Loals ame esseniial
to the Kitchen, and the kKitchen
I not only where we gather to
create the food that nourishes
war hodies” Bolsset said. “We
also feed our souls through the
memories we make when we
prepare a meal. Everyone has a
kit ben memary”

Pl see KITCHEN, Fape B3

Motiles made of sifters and
vgg-beaters dangle from  the
celing. Shelves are filled with
toasters, pofs, pans amd cracker
tins. Somewhere youw ane bound bo
fimd spmething from the kitchens
al your childhood, your grand-
mnather”s ralling pin, year mell-
et's alfter.

Amnd this iz just part of what gha
hias collected ower four decades,
Hilll madd.

Hill, who jost stepped down
as food editor of The Sonomo

index-Tritume earlier this year,
tesgian her collection — withsout
realizing she was embarking on a
tecades” bomng absession — in the
1980 wizen she and her husbad,
ek, were om thedr omevmosh
im California Gold Country,

*Hirwas divorced 50 we ware on
A bodget * she said. “1 wemted to
get something for my mother, so
[ bomght her several antigoe wien-
gils I thought were wonderful. [
leae] @ lEnwil of §3 pach"

Whaan Iver modber passsd away,
the aben=ils came back bo Hill, and
ehe kept collecting as she snd ber
husband wrote travel gaides.
Hems ane from Califormia and the
rest of the U5, as well as coumn-
tries around the world, including
France, England, Canada, [apan,
the Philippines. Some pieces date
Beack ko the 1BOOE,

*Im Ewrope I'd find ald Hes” she
gadd, “I'd pack them filled with
my underwear to fit them n my
suitcase, That's how 1 got them
hame”

As wornd spread  through
Somenma ghout Hill's collection,
people began bringing things to
her. “Eomepne’s mother would
pass away and they'd bring me
Llxings fromm et kifclsen — Chey
didn't want to give them swsy bo
|k Emcme.”

People traveling to clear owt
theeir parents’ homes would call
her b see if she wounld take cher-
ished old ifems; others waould
trive around for manths with a
Lrunk full of Kflchen ware until
Elsev weere able (o oopmect with
her and hand om old treasures they
dichn’t quite knew what todewith,
tuat felt sume they were going to 2

hiome.

In 2013, the Sonoma Walley
Mlusevmm of Art creatsd a show of
s af Hill's extraondinary col -
| L.

[ was impressed with the £5
books she has written,” Boksset
sadd, “snd of course, her auda-
ripms persomality! | had the good
fartune to visit “Kitchen Meme-
ries Callection' when a porticn of
the Eathleen"s extensive collec-
Lion was displayed at the Sonama



Valley Busenm In 2013, Kathleen
personally toured me, my wife,
Gina, and my paremits”

Boisset decided to permanemthy
preserve and share Hill's creation;
I bought her entire collection.
W1 said, "Let's meake something
amazing ™ Boleset sald, “We are
honored to be the stewards of this
unprecedented collection of hiz-
torical cooking tools”™

The exhibit is complete with
televizion screens showing clips
from “I Love Lucy” Julia Childs
cooking shows, and the Disney
film “Ratatouille,” the story of a
at with culinary ambitions.

Highlights of the exhibit in-
clude a collection of lithographs of
Alice Lounise Waters recipes from
Chez Panisse restaurant featuring
thee arbwork and calligraphy of Da-
vid Lanee Galnes: 2 Toast-0-La-
tor (1948]), a conveyor-belt toaster
complete with a Spy-0-Lator
window to watch your toast as it
passes; and the first three Amer-
ACETE 10 CTRRTN SE0s,

“In the Mapa Valley, tood and
wine s such a part of who we
are,' Bolsset sald, “The utensils
that we use to create, prepare and
conk are essential to our civili-
zation. Kathleen Thompson Hill
Kitchen Memories Collection
is the only place in Mapa Valley
where you can find a range of hls -
torical ntensils this large. It is the
largest showease in any Califor-
nis winery, and it is our homor to
share this collection at Elizabeth
Spencer Winery for everyomne bo be
inspired to dream and remember
thelr own kitchen memory”

At the opening, Boisset led
guests in a rendition of one of
traditioms of his native Bourgogne,
the famous “Han Bourguignon®
{chanson & bodire) song, a good
one for drinking since the byrics
conslst primarily of one syllable
#1a," bt sung with great pusto,
hand-waving and clapping.

Then he bed guests into the
eourtyard at Elizabeth Spencer,
wihen guests dined by candbelight
ona French menu that Bolsset and
Hillhad designed together — more

memnries there.

Omee puest, Steve Sando, owner
of Ranch Gordo Beans in Mapa,
commented, “s0 much of what's
going on in this valley is to help
people prefend they are Kar-
dashiang. I think that coualdnt
be more boring, This museum is
redl and not just family-friendly
lbut something of substance, 1 Te-
ally admired Kathleen and Jean
Charles for doing this.”

Hill also shared one of her own
kitchen memorbes, that of finding
herself cooking an imprompto
meal for two culinary legends,
[ulia Child and M.F.K. Fisher,
whom Hill became friends when
Fisher moved to Sonoma, fo what
became her "Last House"

o[ got a call from Mary Frances
saying Julia was coming over; did
['want tocome over too,” Hill said,
e, [ was there in minates.”

The three women were dis-
cussing plans for a possible conk -
boak, when they realized it was
time for lunch. Child proposad
going to MacDonald's; Fisher
=aid that was too far, and it fell
to Hill to make lunch from what
she could find in Fisher's fridge,
ot a whale lot, garlic, eggplant,
some letluce.

“Julia sald, *Make a galad and
[ got out the oil and vinegar but 1
think she could tell from the Look
on my face that Thad no idea how
to make a vinaigrette, She said,
"Try adding a litkle Ddjon {muos-
tard)? It turned out fine, We atedt,

“I thank [ean-Charles Bods-
sgt for making this possible)
Hill =aid, adding an invitation to
athers to “join us to explore: your
kitchen memories amd possibly
share them as well. Enjoy some
glggles and mayhe even some nos-
talgic tears and have a great time.”

Kitchen Memories Collection
exhibit is open to visitors by ap-
pointment. Reservations can be
booked on the Elizabeth Spen-
cer website, elizabethspencer-
winery.com. A hosted progres-
sive tour begins in the 1872 brick
Post Office and includes as flight
of wines from winemaker Sarah
Viandendriessche, (Heidi Pe-

terson Barrett joined Elizabeth
Spencer Winery as consulting
winemaker, beginning with the
1022 wintage.) Tours conclude
at the Kitchen Memories hall,
where guests can explore on a
self-guided bour using QR codes
linking displays to video inter-
views with Hill describing the or-
igin, use and historical relevance
of each tool,

“Tt's somathing new at the his-
foric crossroads of Rutherford.”
Boigsed zaid, “the undisputed
heart of Mapa Walley™

ALEXANDER RUNIN FHOTOS
Jean Charles Boissel and Kathleen Thomgson Hill at the new museum of Kitchen Memaries at Elizabeth Spencer Winery in Rutherford,

& mobile made of ega-beaters is on display at the Kathleen Thompson

Hill musaum of kitchen artifacts.
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Sections of the museum pay homage to Julia Child and MFE Fisher, who became friends of Kathleen Thompson
Hill.
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& display of biscuit tins includes ones from Europe as well as the U.5.



