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likewine It’s the season to splurge on bottles to share at all kinds of holiday 
celebrations. LINDA MURPHY recommends these Sonoma wines, which 
are as great to give as they are to get, and have a deliciously dual 
bene� t of being splendid accompaniments to festive feasts.
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Toast with BUBBLES

IF YOU LIKE

DeLoach Vineyards 2015 Le Royal Green 
Valley of Russian River Valley Blanc de 
Noirs ($75) Winemaker Brian Maloney 
sourced the Pinot Noir grapes for this 
bright, elegant wine with subtle hints of 
brioche and toasted almond from the 
Charles Heintz Vineyard near Occidental. 
The wine’s complexity comes from 24 
months of aging on spent yeast cells 
during in-bottle fermentation; the 
delicate cherry and raspberry flavors 
come from the Pinot Noir grape.

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE

Harvest Moon Estate & Winery 
2017 Sparkling Gewürztraminer 
Russian River Valley ($36) 
In 2003, Randy Pitts began 
making sparkling wine from 
estate-grown grapes, with his 
own equipment. This bubbly 
Gewürztraminer is fun for 
celebrations, a great mate for 
Thanksgiving turkey, and a 
unique gi�  to give. It’s delicately 
spicy and ever-so-slightly sweet, 
with Asian pear and green 
apple flavors and hints of 
lychee and marzipan. 

CHARDONNAYS
That Impress 

IF YOU LIKE

Martinelli Vineyards 2016 Three 
Sisters Vineyard Chardonnay 
Fort Ross-Seaview ($60) The 
Martinelli family owns 450 acres 
of grapevines, including the 
Three Sisters Vineyard, planted 
in 1980 in what is now the Fort 
Ross-Seaview AVA. This wine 
is rich and lively, with vibrant 
Asian pear and Meyer lemon 
flavors, vanilla and hazelnut notes 
from oak fermentation, and a long, 
luxurious finish.

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE

MacRostie Vineyards & Winery 
2017 Ritchie Vineyard Chardonnay 
Russian River Valley ($46) Kent 
Ritchie’s vineyard in Forestville is a 
source for many stellar single-vineyard 
Chardonnays, and MacRostie’s is a 
textbook example, combining bright 
citrus and white peach character with 
tropical notes. Spicy vanillin oak frames the 
generous fruit flavors, and the finish is long 
and refreshing.

Seductive SYRAHS

IF YOU LIKE

Stephen & Walker 2017 Syrah 
Fountaingrove District ($65) The grapes 
for this meaty, Rhône-like Syrah were 
harvested just before the disastrous 
Tubbs fire in 2017. Nancy Walker and Tony 
Stephen, longtime North Coast winemakers, 

are fans of Fountaingrove grapes, and it 
shows in their dark-fruited, mouth-

filling wine with savory accents 
that complement fall roasts and 
Thanksgiving dinner.

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE

Francis Ford Coppola Winery 2016 
Francis Coppola Reserve Syrah 
Gould Family Vineyard Sonoma 
County ($42) Inviting aromas of 
clove, black pepper, and licorice 
lead to a mouthful of juicy black 
cherry and blackberry fruit. The 
contrast of savory spice and fruit 
richness makes this wine a complex 
crowd-pleaser. It’s one to age and 
will blossom in the cellar. 

ROBUST REDS
with Cred

IF YOU LIKE

Chateau St. Jean 2015 
Special Edition Cabernet 
Sauvignon Sonoma County 
($60) This bottling honors 
Chateau St. Jean’s 45th 

anniversary, harkening back to 
when the Merzoian and She�  eld 
families founded this iconic winery. 
Winemaker Margo Van Staaveren, 
now in her 39th harvest, made this 
classically styled Cab with gentle 
herbal notes that add complexity 
and interest to the dark cherry 
and blackberry fruit. The tannins 
are supple, the finish long and 
rewarding.

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE

Ridge Vineyards 2017 Pagani 
Ranch Zinfandel Sonoma Valley 
($40) Felice Pagani began planting 
vines in Sonoma Valley in the late 

1890s. Today, the site is tended by 
fourth-generation family members, 

and Ridge has produced wines from 
this hallowed site since 1991. Petite 
Sirah, Alicante Bouschet, and Mataro join 
Zinfandel in this wine loaded with brambly 
blackberry and blueberry fruit, accented by 
peppercorn and baking spice. Despite its 
old-vine intensity, it’s elegant and fresh.


