jean-charles boisset brings together the stars of ‘the
judgement of paris’

Did you know that 40 years ago California wines were not considered worthy by the rest of
the wine world?

Especially in France, who indeed, has been the epicenter of winemaking for centuries. But, one glorious afterncon in Paris, a
courageous man named Steven Spurrier decided to see which wines were actually the best. He brought in famous French
wine aficionados to Paris and treated them to a blind taste test...You got it, California WON!

So, to celebrate this epic anniversary, Raymond Vineyards held an exclusive, by-invitation-only event called the "Judgement
of Napa’ to launch Steven Spurrier's Bride Valley English Sparkling Wine to the US. The event also celebrated and honored
the history and legacy of the "Judgement of Paris’ and Spurrier's contribution to the historical event, which launched Napa
Valley wines onto the world stage and influenced how we think of Napa Valley wines today. Spurrier flew in from England
for the event and was alongside Raymond Proprietor Jean- Charles Boisset to host the blind tasting, which matched
Spurrier's Bride Valley English Sparkling Blanc de Blancs 2013 in a friendly competition against Boisset's JCB No. 9 Russian
River Valley Brut Blanc de Blancs 2009. Guests were invited to vote for their favorite and the winning wine was the JCB No.
9 Russian River Valley Brut Blanc de Blancs. Once again, California captured the voter’s hearts as the favorite, and it was a
fitting tribute paying homage to the original event which took place on May z4th 1976,

This was the first time that anyone could taste and purchase the Bride Valley English
Sparkling Blanc de Blancs 2013 in the U.S. and special commemorative gift sets were
available to those who attended. Each gift set included one bottle of each of the blind tasting
wines along with a copy of George M. Taber's book, Judgment of Faris, and sold for $150
each and also included the option for personalization. Many quests had the pleasure of
receiving autographed books and bottles by Spurrier and Boisset while at the event.
Additionally, guests were treated to a flight of rosés following the blind tasting which
included Spurrier's Bride Valley Rosé Bella 2013 (of which only six bottles made it into the
country, because of its limited availability and quantity produced in 2013) and Boisset's JCB
Ne. 13 2009 Crémant de Bourgogne Rosé and JCB 2009 No. 34 California Brut Rosé.

Speaking of the collaboration between Boisset Collection and Bride Valley, Boisset says, "Our
dear friend Steven and his family had an endearing vision of producing sparkling wine on par
with the world’s best in the chalky soils of England... At the time of his original vision as early
as 2007, he recognized England’s potential for sparkling wine before the world had fully
realized its potential. We encouraged him always, and are honored and inspired to be his
partner in importing Bride Valley to America... whether France, California or England, we are
one world of wine!” Fhoto credit: Alexander Rubin




Spurrier went on to add, “After 50 years in wine — and inspired by the unique chalky soils on my wife's Dorset sheep farm —
we decided to join the English sparkling wine revolution. In 2008, Bella and | went to select the finest Chardonnay, Pinot
Noir and Pinot Meunier root stocks from Burgundy's famous Pépinieres Guillaume vine nursery. In 2011, our very first
harvest was picked, selling out on release in 2014. Now we have over 24 acres under cultivation, making three delicious
wines, on the chalky south facing slopes above the beautiful Dorset village of Litton Cheney.”

It was a wonderful moment in history, shared with some incredible guests, including the famous winemaker Bo Barrett. His
winery Chateau Montelena was one of the Califernia wines that won the Judgement of Paris.

For for more information regarding Bride Valley English Sparkling, please
visitwww.bridevalleyvineyard.com and www.boissetcollection.com.
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You too can visit Raymond Vineyards for an extraordinary afternoon of wine tasting!

849 Zinfandel Ln, St Helena, CA 94574

Phone:(707) 963-3141



