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My Favorite California Chardonnays

Chardonnays can range from acidic to buttery. These 13 strike the perfect balance.

By ED SCHWARTZ

CHARDONNAY GRAPES MAKE A DELICATE-TASTING WINE BUT THE
actoul favor can vary greatly depending on many elements—sme of which

sre dicumod by the winemssker,

Terrair, or the growing cooditkans in the vineyard, greatly affect chardon-
way. 1o cocler dimates—{le the Burguady feglon n France and the norths-

ern coustal regions of California—the wines tend 10 be very Crisp and
achiic, with tart citrus Mavors,

Barrel aging greatly affects the tite of chardanmay, ss do the partic-
ulars of the barelug. There are French cak burreds {the pold sandand),
oak barrels from ather coumtries, new oak versus previousty used oak,
Uhe lengih o tene (e wine sty in the harnels, aed the dagree of toust
e barrel is given.

Another major faceor is whether the wine i put through malolac
I —r darr—fermentation, o malolactic fer o, the
young wine ls inoculased with bacteria thar changes malic scld (which
produces the green apple taste) 1o lactic scid {which peoduces a croanmy,
burkery mste).

1 like weelbbalanced wines wises that Dave it all, bat by subdle
amounts, Here are some of ny favosite California chardonnays:

2012 Bgeng Vista Carnerps, $20: Fay und banany, with o very loeg
finsds | kept going back to this exciting wine at the recent grand open-
Ing of the Boena Vista Museam.

2013 Cahwbewat! Collars, $36.50: Apple aind pear arormsts, with meku

and minerality galoee snd subtle-bet-spicy vak.

AL o

2013 Calera, $36¢ Limsextome-rich sail gives this wine a unsque charac-

sev—very beight with & hist of pepper. One of the mos highly rned

chardonnays of this vintage.

2013 Chalk Hill, $42: Big 28 around, with good oak and great fruit. This
sty otk please most chindansay sippers who Jike ssertive wines

2012 Chateau Montedena, $501 Always ane of the gresr chardonnays—
complex: frus flavors with intensity and grace.

oees andl fus w it of vak. A wanderfully Sulunced wine

2013 Far Niente, $45: Dieeply concentrated, well balanced and nich. Ahways
at 1he 1op rung of Callfornia chardosinays and ooe of the best for aging.
2012 Grgich Hills Estate, $42: This groat honswe has abways prodoosd
Benchnuirk chardanmays from the maoerial hand of Mile Grgich. He made

the thardonnay that came i first ot the
1976 Pariy tasting.

2012 Jossph  Phelps  Freest
Vineyard, $55: Lats of wonderfud lemon
and tangerine flavors, Not at ol heavy,
it chern, Socused anid 4 pune expression
of conlwpather chandaniy

2013 Kistier Dutton Ranch, $120: ur
omany years, Kistler has been at the fore.
front of grest Califoesis chardonnays,
Very rich in frait flavors, 100 pescent
malohictic fermentation for creaminess,
winl fine oak, 100 I every way, 3 power
fial, assertive wine

2012 Mor Solell Reserve, $30: Huch
andd comples wine with woederful com
ponents ranging from lovely frui 10
nuanced osk. This wine s surey in the
big, bold sayle

2012 Patz & Hall Zio Tomy Ranch, $65:
Expansive, lush and vibrant. There are

yenanyy thenes wivers 1 sense this is my Svarite chardonaay. 1 cannor just sip tis

wine. | alo bove the sepsational Pate & Hall Scoowa Coust Wend 1538)—

2012 De Loach, $8: Linwe and soft prach flavars with delicous apple over-

THE HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA CHARDONNAYS

The story of chardonnay in California begins with the
Wente Family, In 1912, Eenest Wente. the son of
winery founder C.H, Wente, first proposed importing
chardonnay cuttings from France's University of
Maontpelfier. These cuttings were planied in
Livermore Valley,

Civer the next decades, the Wente family chose the
best clones from those ariginal plantings and created
the seminal Wente done, In 1936, Froest Wente offiered
America’s first varietally labebed chardionnay, Todsy, the
company produces four different styles of chardonnay,

In 1976, the chardonnay from
Napa’s Chateau Montelena came
in first at the famous Paris tasting.

After Workd War 11, the great San Francisco business
lesder and philanthropist LI Zellerbach was ssked by
President Harry Truman o help imgiement the
Manshll Plan, Zeflerbach's visits to Europe sparked his
great mberest i wines. espocilly thase of Burgundy. In
1953, he planted chardoniay and pinot poir vines on 3
propeety he owned in Somoma County, and buili
beautiful winery modeled on the famed Clos de
Vougeol. He named it Hanzell, and ity great scess
bt many other wineries to adapt Hareell's wwe of
French oak barrels and madolactic fermentation—
amfong other innovations.

The baggest mikstone for California chardonmey
accurred in 1976, when the 1973 chandonnay from
Nogu's Chatgan Montelena came in first over many
great French Burgumdies st the famoay Paris tasting,
This estimahle wine was made by Mike Grgieh, and the
event turnad the wirie wodd on its nase

Grgich is saill msaking grear wine with his business
partner, Austin Hills. And there are now about 100000
acres of chardonnay planted in Californu. B8

Ed Schwartz begsn by cuwm v wine promoten o New iy
1 Chds Ax h betenst in wiee grew he moved west 10 be
chowet 10 the grapes. Ed has weren imgre then 500 pubdshad anti
rhen o witw, fo0d and travel

very <risp, mineral-y und spicy.

2012 Talbott Sleepy Hollow Vineyard, $42: This highty reganded wine
atrikes & trige balance between rich mouth fod snd crinp acadity, along with
woadexful miserality and » lasting finlsh.
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