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rench born vintner Jean-Charles Boisset
has always had an affinity for history. His
grandparents were history teachers. So,
when he started building his Boisset Collection
wine portfolio in California he looked for historically significant properties, which included
the multi-generational Raymond Vineyards;
California’s oldest winery, Buena Vista Winery,
built in 1857; and DeLoach Vineyards, known
for growing the first pinot noir on the Russian
River in 1969. His latest acquisition is the
nearly 140-year old Oakville Grocery, which is
the oldest continuous operating grocery store
in California.
“I had the pleasure of coming here from
France with my parents when I was 11 yearsold,” said Boisset. “While in Napa, we shopped
at Oakville Grocery. My mother and my sister
loved the store. We had a place just around
the corner. I thought it was the most charming
store among the vineyards and through the
years I’ve continued to admire this amazing
little vision that was created in 1881.”
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The old school general store
has been a landmark and iconic
destination and gathering place for
both locals and visitors for more
than a century. When first opened,
it had everything everyone needed
at the time. It had a post office and
sold items from hardware to fresh
produce, cheeses and charcuterie;
it was a mercantile as well as a farm
stand. Boisset said it was a quick
decision to buy the property when
he was approached by the Rudd
Family who had owned the property
for 11 years and made significant
restoration to the Oakville property,
grocery store and the adjacent circa
1877 Victorian house. The purchase
included the Oakville store and
property as well as the sister location
in Healdsburg in Sonoma County.

a purveyor of sustainable, organic,
and biodynamic food. We will
be phenomenally focused on the
quality of ingredients whether it be
the flour with which we make our
pizza, the quality of the breads, the
quality of the water, to the quality
of all the vegetables we will be
using in our salads. The veggies will
come from our DeLoach gardens
and soon to be two-acre garden at
Raymond Vineyards.”
Boisset, long a champion of
certified sustainable, organic, and
biodynamic practices, intends to
anchor Oakville Grocery with offerings that echo this commitment. He
and his team have invited local purveyors to introduce their products
to them for consideration. A key
focus will be on local California in-

“We bought the store and the property
because the name is phenomenal, the
vision is extraordinary, and it’s located
in the heart of Napa Valley’s history,”
said Boisset.
“Oakville is really where the
Napa Valley started. I always had this
vision that wine country can’t be just
wineries and tasting.”
Boisset embarked on his first
epicurean venture in 2016 when
he opened Boisset’s Atelier Fine
Foods in Yountville. He continues to
embrace all aspects of the lifestyle
realm with a foot in the worlds of
spirits, beer, cider, and luxury retail.
Though his JCB Village in Yountville
includes over-the-top décor and
is a showplace for his personally
designed jewelry, Oakville Grocery
will remain approachable and down
to earth.
“JCB is JCB. Oakville Grocery
is old 19th century,” said Boisset.
“No bling. Very authentic. What we
will change is the essence of what
the grocery ought to be, which is
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gredients, though he will also offer
some imported items.
“We often say that we do not
own the land, we borrow it from the
future generations,” said Boisset.
“Oakville Grocery both in Sonoma
and Napa Valley will become our
call-to-action, to compel our communities to take a stand for the
future of food, sustainability, and
quality. Our mission is to be all
California with sprinkles of international products. There will be a significant restoration of the content
and quality of the products, vision
of the products, and most importantly, the meaning of the products.
We want everything to be very good
for you, healthy, and sustainable.”
Additional changes will include
bringing back the robust wine
shop that the store was known for.

The entire right side of the store
will house a collection of wines
categorized by Napa Valley’s 16
sub-appellations.
“We want to be very inclusive,”
he added. “It’s important that we
are not over the top for just the
few. This is a place for people of all
walks of life to enjoy. We will offer
serious high-quality goods, but
that doesn’t mean more expensive.
“Oakville Grocery has always
been a gathering place whether
it’s for coffee in the morning or
a glass of beer or wine in the afternoon,” said Boisset. “We will
continue to be that as well as offer
a gourmet deli, fresh made pizza
from our outdoor pizza oven and
picnic supplies. Visitors can also
take home a slice of Napa artisan
products.”
Keeping with Boisset’s love of
history comes the new 1881 Napa
wine museum and tasting salon
at the Victorian house adjacent
to the grocery store, where an
outdoor patio feature panoramic
views of the Mayacamas Mountains
to the west, the Vaca Mountains
to the east, and Mount St. Helena
to the north. 1881 Napa will
offer guests an opportunity to
learn everything about the Napa
Valley via a museum filled with
maps, soil samples, information
about the key personalities who
shaped the Valley, more than 350
exclusive winery tools, decanters,
wine glasses, and other historical
wine-related items that Boisset
has collected over the years from
France, Italy, United States and
Spain. Boisset helped catalog and
create a description of each item in
the museum. His team worked with
Napa Valley historian Lynn Weber
and wine educator and author
Karen MacNeil to create a 30-page
pamphlet on the Napa Valley wine
history and description of the subAVAs. Museum tours will be free,
and for a fee, guests can enjoy a
variety of wine tasting flights from
many of the 16 sub-AVAs.
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“We love telling the story of history
because we want Americans to
be proud of their past. I know the
history of a lot of countries, but I
am most fascinated by the history of
this place,” said Boisset. “So much
of the history in California has
happened in a short period of time.
In France, there are voids in history,
but not here. It took us a long time
in France to get to where we are,
but in America it took no time to
become number one in everything.
It’s the American way, the sense of
democracy, sense of freedom.”

“Here, we are
providing a place
where all our
guests and friends
can come and
learn all about
Napa. At all the
wineries, they give
out their story.
Here we want
to give out THE
story. I always
wanted a place
where people
could learn. Life is
about learning. A
day does not pass
me by that I don’t
strive to learn
something new.”
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“We encourage people to dive into
the history of the Napa Valley and
to taste every AVA and get a sense
of what Napa Valley is all about,”
he said. “Then they can gallivant to
individual wineries having a better
understanding of the terroir, soil
samples, micro climates and the
people who came here and why.
Wine is culture, wine is history, wine
is agriculture, wine is creation, wine
is making, wine is a labor of love.
Discover that dialog and the beautiful conversation that makes wine so
unique.”
Boisset hopes to eventually
share the Boisset Collection’s vision
throughout the world by opening
Oakville Grocery locations in other
countries. “Europeans love the
healthiness of California,” he said.
“Ask ten French people their image
of California… and their answer is
that it’s a very healthy place.”

FOR MORE

INFORMATION:
Oakville
Grocery
7856 St. Helena Highway
Oakville, CA
707-944-8802
oakvillegrocery.com
124 Matheson Street
Healdsburg, CA
707-433-3200
oakvillegrocery.com

Also, opening in the
spring at the JCB
Village in Yountville
is Senses by JCB.
Stay tuned...
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