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The Taste with Vir Sanghvi: Two decades ago, only one man had faith in Indian wine, and now the industry is booming

Ens B weoek's colunin, Vie Sanughivs takiew o Look a2 how the Indian vane sdeitry has evolved 2 fhe two decades unce Kamwal Geoner clisnged the coune of waneraling m the coustry

Indian vine used 1 Do Meciocne. but with savers! comparnies in e mix. the Amre ooks bngit. | Snulerstock )

By snghv, Mindustan Times

Towaeds the end of e kast century (T think it was 1999), Kaerwal Grosver ssliod 10 see me. [ knew Mr Grover beconse [hisd been it school witl ks son Kapel froen (le age of eigls (fiast in
Boanbay and then w Ajmer) and 1 knew that lavinz made a forue m mtemational basiness. he was now focnssizz on a parsosal not-for-profit (well, ot yet, moywan) passion: wine.

My Grover was convanced thaf il was possible 1o make 200d wine in Tudss. Tie tesson 08 of The existng Indian wines (we don't even remember them today, they liad names Lo
Golcouda Ruby nnd Bosca) were so revoltmz was becmse nobody had tried to make mvilunz of quality

His passsion peogect wins i winery' just omtsede of Banmalore mud he called me becintse, by soene comcadence, | was judgies 2 ChelTs Competstion in Bangaloee. Mr Groves Lad o request. His
winery already made sy gaperic wines. Bat now, it had peoduced a ved wine lie was really proad of He called it La Reserve s waetad ns 10 seeve it at the gala dones that would
annouoee the resudrs of e comgwtition

Kapil {L) and Mr Kanwal Grover.

T was iy 10 Beip & fend’s father but sceprical that T conld persssade the orgaisers 10 serve an linkas wige: Fortunarely, once they tried La Reserve, they were convinced miaf it was the
fitsesr wane that lind beens vusde tm Texin HE (it tune sed we served i to wsversal approval

Mr Girover had developed u fove of good wine durimg has traveds abevad (imaindy in Fraoce, | suspect) and the vineysed wus the sort of indulgence that rich nsen allow themselves ronvards
thwe end of their Careers. He peocured some vestuent froen (1F T reisennber comectly’s o French clsimgagne hovse and hared 2 Frencl wine-mmsker

Evenmsily, e Grovers meued 1o Michel Rodland, e Freach witw comsideast who 1s Soown a5 thw Flvisg Winvimaker becanse he advises wineries i so maay different conutries. The
tesspiration for the vioeyard may have been Freuch but | began to suspect that the style they were muung Sor in thels wines was more Australion (alach probably musde vense ziven the
temperamire m the Bangnloee regson)

It's been neardy twir decades since | tred thae fast bottle of Grover La Reserve and sincs thew the wine scene has explodad. Mr Grover sadly, has passed oa and thongh Kagul and the rest
of Tus Baly are snll very Involved. the compaay Biss found new mrvessons sod morphed iro a langer emenyerse and & much moee than » anlhonaire™s labour of jove

But at least the Grovess are still mound. Jidage, a conteraporary. whech made the first Indian sparkling wine, lost iis first mover advantage and then closad down Suda becanse India's top
e bomd because its foosder Rajeev Samuant uscerstood thie Tndiss mncker berter thin sayone else

And pew wineries keep opewns (and clesnz) m Madusnshirn's Nosik rezton. Many of thens 1 am sare. are very sood thoegh sadly. | bave not been fortumate encogls to drnk smy wine thun
1 hurve really enjoryed from the newer Nasik wineries

A pathway in the Sula vineyards. (Shutterstock)
The lighest regruded peoducer of tdian wine now is jrotably Frselll a collaboration between a fenily of Ttalsn wise kovers, Dellu's Seklin brothers, and a well commected fauuly i the
Ak regpon of Mabaowshitrn where the winery & located

112 the Frarelli Sette (i red Wi ol 15 uow mwade m 3 Super Tuscavsstyled and [ wondered, when [ trnied iy first bottle of Seite, i (be futtre of Tiodia waoe nsikiog will eventually
coussst of collaborations with global winemakers and foceizn companies

T oot Bsavee 10 wanlt kg For an answer. Moet Hennessy, the Freoch goes that makes Moet ef Clissdou chaspagne lnnched @ spaurklioe wine colled Clisodon o few yeurs szo asd virtually
took over that mumket segiment. Chandon sparkles but 1t does not taste like Champagne (1t & made from a defferent grape) mod Moet-Hetpessy have priced it nwach Jower so as to not
caemubalise the demand for the pmcier Moet ef Chandon. Bor the success of Chandon has taken o limge bire out of e market for Prosecco, o bghtweight, cheaper Ttadian spackiing wine

The coutussed trmmpls of Clhsodon (hey Kevp lanuching new pockagess aud oew vints) Jod e 10 iy and goess shach of the ghobad Dig Loys sould lut Tadis mexr



Kapll Sekhrl, Co-Founder of Fratalll wines, with Jean-Charles Bal b of Bol Colk

Pop

Thie siswer, 1 gy s, o e ancthe collabormioes berwea the Seklues of Froselll mul o ghobal producer Thes lales range (coe ted, coe Whate sl one sparkiag) s callod I'Nooa sl i gt 1
poutuerslap with JesneClintles Boisset

Hogssen 15 mn oddity i the global wine woold, In some ways, ke & to French wine wis Vikos Kl 1s %0 Indum food, A dumiunatic. flanboyue figree, e makes pood quality wise m Brrgmeudy bat adso
Biavs woed Aunerican (derests Where lin compredes maie wines that me vary differeun fioen the ones they botke in Bocgundy. He (s maied 1o & menber of the Gallo Sanily drenovned as oce of fhe Test
Kruran s wine brds scross Amerien) aod amsong e vmtistad s JTean-Cliabes 2l wifie livve dove s 10 ke & wime Seyt berds wioes from Calafomia sl Fraoce togetlio

For a chssic Dimgrandy wine-mssber, 1his s hevesy (Unlike Boydevas whane e wine gty ate tooee infermational sod better trmvelled, e cvvamrs of Bragindy s vimevands tesd 10 be doaply tradifional, low-
peofile. coaservative fimures) But Jeno-Charles oo JCB. s nearly everyoae calls him (emsser to provounce m the global market, 1 imagine) cannct be easily dstuissad m o mere shownan becomse be mokes
wolid, mood gpmaliny, highity feganded wines us bhodli Fraice and Amencs.

JCOD and (e Sefdirss bolheve that the Todises nisehet i resdy (o pay for o 00p chss dommestic wine. Tn neal tenrs. el imeses (i ey soe prociog e wines of e e heved i supormad wioe

S Do a1 et one of the et tionss of Todkan veine By Deen et if ix chiesgar than the foreign coupet®oa. For mistaeos, | doolst iF Mot Hermessy would sell nmel Chsmadon 1 ey peiced # 51 (b sane
Jevel o Mozt et Chinndon. JCB and the Sekbeis womt to break thont octhodoxy mud sell thew wines cu the basis of quality and ot ca cheapuess of prce

Fuocther. JCB believes tine the duee wines will find o global market. He has glamorons Luuches plaoed foe 17Noou wenes iy Nupa Vadley s Pars (. very bowely. s Burgindy 100 0 all goes well!)

1 Lias all beew well-thougt-onm. The sparkling wone. Soc example b mude wits Cliardounsy, o Climupagne gimge (the wise & o Blane de Blacs) and pot Chenin Blanc which b nsoally the prefensd sape e
speekling wiow in I The wiate wine breaks sitl ostliodosy so Blod samvagion blas: and Ganlomias. tan geapes s e corely soved rogethienr i Friooe T liked e ailky val wine whaeh ws so clevaly
mode thot 1t would be bned %0 s of you testied o blnd, where it come fromn or even whant the winemaking style was.

A sefection of J'Nooo wines; The No 47, the Red and White.
WUl £ ek

S0 D, JOB red the Selluis are playleg o wafe Prodaction s selatoeely seiall sl | sngioe they will oy warense the valimes coce ket respotne L beo tested

Bt grven JOB ' record of prdlizg off madketing coupn mad the v of lus dotnlractica neewmk all over the Westess warhl, i sexiza reasoradsie to say o e woniddn 't part b s 10 8 vartare like € talom be was comfidan
of #x wowkar poseatial

[ bexd diszser with JOB sad the Seklmo whan we tried (he e wizes A I hvtemed to X8 rave aboot tha sheled potastial of Irdion waz, it e bard 2ot do Rk Rack 1o that fumar 2 Bagaiore whm A& Geover unveslsd lus Gra
Dottty of La Revarve Way bk dhan he babiavad thor Dadie saiid wanke good wine



