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By Leslie Gevirtz
NEW YORK | Tue Jun 28, 2011 6:37am EDT

(Reuters Life!) - Wine producers from New Zealand,
the United States and even France are switching
from glass to plastic wine bottles, saying they are
lighter, good for the environment and not bad for
the wine.

The PET, polyethylene terephthalate, bottles are 100 percent recyclable,
unbreakable, lighter and smaller to transport than glass and take less
energy to create.

"We see (plastic) as a positive step in terms of energy and production,"
said Michael Wentworth, of New Zealand's Yealands Estate. "It's 89
percent lighter than glass, so you're reducing your carbon footprint there,
as well as anytime you ship it."

The plastic containers have not changed the taste of the wine Yealands
said because its Sauvignon Blanc and Merlot, which have both been
bottled in plastic, have done well in blind tasting wine competitions.

For Naked Winery in the western U.S. state of Oregon, which has used
PET bottles for more than a year, the containers suit its outdoor wine
concept.

"I like to backpack and I like to take wine backpacking and this is perfect,"
said David Barringer, 52, a winemaker at Naked.

Both wineries use a 750 ml sized bottle, which Wentworth said looks

24

Share this

0

Email

Print

Related News

Aussie chef catches
flak for treated tap
water
Wed, Jun 22 2011

Foster's knocks back
$10 billion SABMiller
bid, shares jump
Tue, Jun 21 2011

Settlers cultivate
West Bank tourism
to tighten grip on
land
Mon, Jun 20 2011

UPDATE 4-Saint-
Gobain's Verallia
becomes latest IPO
flop
Mon, Jun 20 2011

Bartender! Pull me a
glass - of Pinot Noir
Tue, Jun 14 2011

Analysis & Opinion

Why young people spend
so much

BREAKING NEWS: Murdoch hearing suspended after Rupert Murdoch attacked in UK parliament; man held by police

ARTICLE

Israeli navy seizes Gaza-bound yacht
11:48am EDT

Share
4

EDITION:

U.S.

http://www.reuters.com/

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Reuters/114050161948682
http://www.twitter.com/reuters
http://www.reuters.com/tools/rss
http://www.youtube.com/reuters
http://blogs.reuters.com/search/journalist.php?edition=us&n=leslie.gevirtz&
http://www.reuters.com/places/france
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Farticle%2F2011%2F06%2F28%2Fus-wine-plastic-idUSTRE75R1OT20110628
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Farticle%2F2011%2F06%2F28%2Fus-wine-plastic-idUSTRE75R1OT20110628
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/22/uk-australia-chef-idUSLNE75L02O20110622
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/22/uk-australia-chef-idUSLNE75L02O20110622
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/22/uk-australia-chef-idUSLNE75L02O20110622
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/21/us-fosters-sab-idUSTRE75J7D420110621
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/21/us-fosters-sab-idUSTRE75J7D420110621
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/21/us-fosters-sab-idUSTRE75J7D420110621
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/20/us-palestinians-israel-settlers-idUSTRE75J4QB20110620
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/20/us-palestinians-israel-settlers-idUSTRE75J4QB20110620
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/20/us-palestinians-israel-settlers-idUSTRE75J4QB20110620
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/20/us-palestinians-israel-settlers-idUSTRE75J4QB20110620
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/20/verallia-idUSLDE75J09Q20110620
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/20/verallia-idUSLDE75J09Q20110620
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/20/verallia-idUSLDE75J09Q20110620
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/20/verallia-idUSLDE75J09Q20110620
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/14/uk-wine-kegs-idUSLNE75D04820110614
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/14/uk-wine-kegs-idUSLNE75D04820110614
http://blogs.reuters.com/reuters-wealth/2011/06/27/why-young-people-spend-so-much/
http://blogs.reuters.com/reuters-wealth/2011/06/27/why-young-people-spend-so-much/
http://live.reuters.com/Event/News_Corp_phone-hacking_scandal

http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/07/19/us-palestinians-israel-yacht-idUSTRE76I18G20110719
javascript:void(0);


Lighter, greener plastic wine bottles gain favor | Reuters

http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/28/us-wine-plastic-idUSTRE75R1OT20110628[7/19/2011 9:15:52 AM]

DISCUSSED

WATCHED

Pakistan Taliban releases
video of mass execution
Mon, Jul 18 2011

Flying sphere goes where
man fears to tread
Thu, Jul 14 2011

Japan's winning team
returns home
2:12am EDT

Sponsored links

Private label water
As low as $0.20 cents per bottle.
$4.80 a case Plastic clear labels.
www.MIRAGEBOTTLING.COM

Plastic Packaging Soln.
Leading Manufacturer Of All Types Of
Poly Bags & Packaging Materials.
www.rutanpoly.com

Green Flash Recycling
Mobile Recycling Collection We come to
your business!

Tweet this Link this Share this Digg this Email Reprints

smaller next to regular size bottles.

"The consumer may think that they're not getting the same amount of
wine, so we clearly label ours 750 ml," he said.

Despite the convenience of plastic bottles, the containers have faced an
image problem with some consumers still preferring their wine in a glass
bottle.

While Boisset Family Estates sells its California Fog Mountain Merlot and its Yellow Jersey wines
in plastic bottles in North America, it had less luck with Beaujolais Nouveau.

When Boisset bottled its 2008 Beaujolais Nouveau in plastic bottles consumers, who like to bring a
bottle of the young wine to their annual Thanksgiving Day dinners, complained.

"Thanksgiving is a very traditional holiday ... so consumers wanted a more traditional package.
They wanted glass," said Patrick Egan of Boisset.

As a result Boisset switched to a lighter glass, which weighs less than traditional bottles, for its
Beaujolais Nouveau.

The Bordeaux-based Institute of Vine and Wine Sciences also raised concerns about quality after
a preliminary report it released last year suggested white wine in plastic bottles stayed fresh for six
months.

Marc Kaufman of EnVino, the maker of PET bottles for Boisset and Naked Winery, rejected the
study's findings, saying plastic bottles are not meant for expensive wines that need to be laid
down for years before being drunk.

"Those wines make up less than three percent of the market. We're aiming for the other 97
percent," he said.

(Editing by Patricia Reaney)
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