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With its world-class wineries, internationally-acclaimed restaurants, luxury lodging accommodations and gorgeous
Northern California landscape, it was only a matter of time before Napa would attract the top talent in Hollywood.
After all, one of the most iconic movie lines ever is, “If you build it, he will come.” So it's no surprise that the Napa
Valley Film Festival (NVFF), set to take place between November 8 and 12 this year, has become a bonafide,
celebrity-driven film extravaganza.

Over the past six years, co-founders Brenda and Marc Lhormer have built up the five-day, small-town event to
be on par with longstanding greats like Sundance and Toronto. But what these other festivals don't have is Napa's
food and wine swagger—in fact, the bubbly that’s being poured is nearly as important as the movies that are
being screened. While every year has been memorable, NVFF's seventh promises to be bigger and better than
ever. Here, Haute Living shares a preview of Hollywood's wine country takeover for 2017.

The Stars

Part of the annual festival involves awarding a small handful of celebrities with special tributes. This November,
honorees include director Nancy Meyers (Legendary Filmmaker Award), as well as actors Michael Shannon
(Trailblazer Tribute), Michael Stuhlbarg (Spotlight Tribute), and couple Nikki Reed and lan Somerhalder
(Jameson Animal Rescue Ranch Humanitarian Tribute). Each of them will be spotlighted at the Celebrity Tribute
event on Thursday, November 9 at Yountville's Lincoln Theater and take the stage for an intimate conversation in
front of the crowd with Access Hollywood's Natalie Morales, the evening’s host.

Funnyman Will Ferrell will also receive the Maverick Actor Tribute honor in a dedicated ceremony and screening
of his 2006 flick Stranger Than Fiction on Friday, November 10. Instead of highlighting Hollywood's hot young stars
at the Celebrity Tribute, as the NVFF has done for the past six festivals, this year will feature the first annual Rising
Star Showcase on Saturday, November 11, with up-and-comers Ana de Armas, Odeya Rush, Austin Stowell,
Gregg Sulkin and Alex Wolff.



The Food and Wine

Celebrity chefs Bobby Flay and Tyler Florence will appear at the festival, alongside screenings of many food and
wine-centric films for the first time ever. NVFF has partnered with the CIA at Copia to bring 13 culinary-driven
programs to festival goers—some of which will highlight movies like A Fine Line, a documentary about the
struggles of female chefs in the male-dominated industry.

After the nightly screenings, there are decadent dining options to behold. The Thursday tribute ceremony will lead
all A-listers and select ticket holders to Eleven Eleven Winery for a celebratory dinner. At this bacchanalia, the red
carpet will be rolled out in the barrel room with champagne-pouring bartenders hanging from the ceiling. An
eight-course meal, catered by the Estate Events by Meadowood, will follow.

The next evening, 22 wineries—including Italics Winegrowers, Davis Estates, Raymond Vineyards and Tamber
Bey Vineyards—will host lavish, invite-only, indulgent Vintner Circle dinners cooked by some of the Valley's most
sought-after chefs. It's the perfect opportunity for filmmakers, patrons and winemakers to mingle, and in highly-
coveted Napa locations no less (think wine caves, private cellars and iconic houses). But the most exclusive dinner
is Friday's Movie Mogul event at Meadowood Napa Valley, which promises to be a meal unlike any other in terms
of food, bottles and celebrities.

Naturally, wine is the common denominator of the NVFF—it can be found everywhere, from the theaters to the
pop-up wine pavilions that dot the Valley. Festival goers can enjoy a slew of unparalleled pours from some of the
region’s best producers. Freemark Abbey, Materra | Cunat, and Jean-Charles Boisset will be sharing copious
amounts of their lauded grape juice. Because what great festival in wine country would be dry?



