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Raymond Winery: One of Napa Valley's Great
Estates

2.10.2016

BY STEFAN PINTO

Stefan Pinto's journey through Napa's off-the-beaten-path wineries
continues with Raymond, a French-inspired wonderland decked out in
mannequins, crystal, and, of course, wine.

There's something | need to tell you
Are you sitting dow

e been to Raymond before
t was only once! | swear. We met—Tfor the first time—early last year. Ckay, it was twice... if you count this
trip... | loved it. | loved every, single, friggin’ minute of it and, you know what? | would do it again in 2
heartbes
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Vintage T
Tastings in Raymond's Library Room
consist of pours from a selection of
wines from the 1980s to current
releases.




decac t was shiny. It was French. There was velvet. And she was red. It was like a dream, only

savored every pour Gina D poured during that first tasting (Back-

she said, “ bety

ne B.AS H. | said *hi"and

Raymend showed up on my itinerary for this trip, | knew what to expect—I just didnt want it

¢ infamous) Red Room, but what | didn't know was that the

aweekend

already knew about Raymond's famo

winery would be jam-packed with p

= gre filled with tourists. Gra menticn in this column are indeed off-the-
beaten-path and won't be as crow overcrowded an
weekends. Raymond was no exception. The winery itself, howsver, is exceptional.

rn 20059, Raymeond Winery was purchasad by =, "Who dat ne name Bo
(pronounced bwah-5AY) belongs to the owners of France’s third largest wine group and is one of the t

= in the LS. Jean-Charles Boisset owns Bo states. | SUppOse you can say, g3

= wifg, Gina Gallo (yes the Gallo as in, America’s largest winery), like wine, almost as much as

sten, | do too

Inspired by candle-lit cellars of
France, Raymond Winery's
Crystal Cellar boasts stainless
steel walls, a mirrored tasting
bar and a collection of
historical crystal decanters

What to Do First

= emiotional type, upon entering, | would make a right,

themed rooms, each entir

e t

Parisian cocktail lounge in

reminded me of Pour

Yous has live burlesgue « s and, although Raymond

Colorful, ’e-:'uilir-ﬂ _=-r“-§u:||_ir;- hang all around the ¢

|-T Furthermore, the mirrored tasting I:|=r serves as a gentle reminder

pon—aor into

was (still) tr

rave

—vyou either like it or you don't—a decent !-:1:-'

Fwine will only add to your o

enjoyment Eh_ les, the o "’Fc::::: < friend keeps reminding me, “There is no good man that can make you

;. strong and able to take on the world, it is only wine that can do that”



Back to cr
through tt

Corridor of Senses
Raymond Winery guests begin at the
Touch Station where they can literally feel
how wine can display various textures on
the palate.

The Corridor of Senses

The Library Room




Library Room
Surrounded by bottles of wine dating
back to Raymond’s first vintage.

'\Wu\
I I I Y

"

hy
LLLLARERRR o e

UL CCCC OO
RRRRBEENS

a
»
.k
»
-
»
-
»
-

5
o
L
-
w—m
—
-

-

.

fyou get tipsy... errr, | mean “tired of walking” you can rest in the velet-ensconced Red Room on any of the
red sofas. Frankly, the Red Room is my favorite room at Raymond. Sadly the day of our tour, it was

ved evidence from my first visit to

d delightful experience, espacially if it's the

(starts at $60 and inclu
Raymond. Ir 3
end of the

or friends.

Guests to Raymond can
expenence the art of making
their own Bordeaux-style wine.

Gosh, in the midst of all the excitement, | cted to inguire about you. Did your mom ever make wine

were growing up? Mine did. And much to my

e the dream (or at least reminisce) on what it is like to be Winemaker for

rau the art of blending your own Napa )
wine? It's 3 Bordeaux wine (red wine blend) produced in the Bordeaux r
"y has been grandfathered in, you can't call your red blend a Bordeaux (same with Champagne),

vill either invent 2 name for their re r making your own wine,

gy Bordeaux-style red wine! Wi

| blend or in your case, aft

m

xclusive Sommelier Selection Cabernet.

s blended at Raymond by sommeliers in collaboration

deal for pairings.

A limited production of Cabernets, Raymond's District Collection Rutherford Cabernet Sauvignon showcases

the unique soil and growing conditions of mary

the remarkable differentiation that occurs in Napa's micro-climates.



1k to

=: Tres Sabores and Checkerboard.

Inside the Red Room
Photographer and male model,
Stefan Pinto, steals a moment inside
Raymond Winery's famous Red Room.




