SIVE INTERVIEW WITH JOHN EEGEND
LIS LIFE, LOVES, AND LEGACY.
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It was a sultry night at Jean-Charles Boisset's home atop Wappo Hill in Napa.
Gliding throughout the expansive space, friendly, well-dressed staff poured a
selection of John Legend's LVE wines paired with delicious amuse-bouche. The
celebratory evening brought together leaders in the realms of wing, music, and
technology, specifically the culmination of the years Bleb&t and J_.egend have

worked together to create Legend's LVE, a pre

Legend Vineyard Exclusive was a dream long in th

Asg with his music, Legend searched for the right col
pursuit of the perfect blend and standards of excellenc
Vineyazds Was the perfect match with roots deep in t
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HAUTE LIVING SAN FRANCISCO
X JOHN LEGEND

HL: When did you know that you wanted to play the piano?
JL: I started playing when [ was three, We had a plano in ow

house. My grandmother was our church organist and planist
And so, T md many peopla w ade nusic, and
1 loved it and wanted to do it as soon as anybody would lst
& fingers would be big enough to stretch

e, as 50011 as my
along the keys

HL: How did you know that you wanted to make wine?
JL: [t started to develop over time. You know, 1 had my own

the world as an
5, Wine was

1al love for wine. As [ started to
artist and have these amazing expa

cal

an integral part of o many of ther her it was mu
experiences, romantic experiences, tiavel and culinary
experiences, wine an important part. Then T started to
learn from my fans howe integral my music and wine were to
each other, so I realized that, you know, there's a connection
make the connection more explicit.
So, we started talking about it.

here: let's do something to

“I'realize how much 1 loced the process
of blending wines trying to create these
beautiful experiences for people, and it's
become a real passion project for me.”

— JOHN LEGEND

HL: How did you find the right team to make your wines?
JL: T was looking into collaborating with a winemaker with

whom we could do something together as a j venturs.
We were introduced to JeanCharles Boisset and the
tearmn &l Raymond Vineyards and Bolsset Wines, We
hit it off immediately, came up to his house, went to
Raymond Vineyards, and t

uld create something new together
re done it all rogwhm We blended the

We decided we s
created LVE. W

her, and it's been such a fur.. c:olla])ora!:'.\re process. ['ve
learned so much. [ realize how much [ loved the process of
blending wines trying 1o create these beautiful experiences
for people, and it's become a real passion project for me.

HL: How would you describe the process?
JL: I love the whols process idea of writing incredible music and

ting wine. [ think winemalking and music making are both
v collaborative for me. So, for me, they're both all about
finding good partners to work with. 1 found that in my music
career, and | found that wit
team here at Boisset. And then I thin}
it's about balance. So, when I'm thinking ahout making music,
we talk about a lot of back and forth: °Is thers too much of
this, too much of that? How do we find that perfect balance
for everything to blend together? The chef is trying to find
that umami feeling, and then the v

find that similar feelir ISIC

. of course, Jear-Charles on the
s very iterative, and

inemakers are trying to

all my loves, wl'ethe‘ it's music, wine, or 1‘1ak|.nq qood food
And T love it

HL: Let's talk about your legacy. What would you want to be

JL:

remembered for?

The wine, the music. the life. | want to be remembered for
making life more beautiful and more loving. And you notice
a lot of what T do makes things more beauriful. We talk about
love, and I talk about it when [ speak at graduations, and,
n the name of my wine. It's in the name of a lot of
my nsic. [ feel like if we make the world more loving and
beautiful it's a good legacy to have

g
z
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HL: If you could give some sage advice to others trying to figure

out their legacy, what would you tell them?

JL: 1 think everyone has to discover their passions, what is authentic

to themselves, what's true to them. And if they're an a

believe that the most effective art is the art

commurucates that truth, And so, you know, Tm on The Voice
and I coach new artists all the time. And I talk to them abou |1
first of all, figuring out who they are and who they want to |
the world, what they want to say and what unique per
they have to offer. Then they dig into that and to trv to be the
bbest that they can be. [ love that.

HL: There are many winery winemakers and people in the

JL:

W just hit it off, you know. John-Charles is amazing an

industry, Why Jean-Charles Boisset?
of

coures, he has all w2 hughly rated wines. He's extr Ty el

connected in the bhusi
marriad to a T

5. He grew up making wing, and he's
of Napa winemaking. He is the epitome of

someona who knows what's going on and how to make great
wine. He has all the relationships to get the best grapes around
the world. And, vou know, what better partner could we have?

HL: On a personal level, is there a book that influenced your

lifa?

JL: You know, thinking about how to maka the world a better place

books like Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. T care a lot about
criminal justice reform. 3o, I've read a lot about that kind of
thing. And, yeah, | think Just Mercy would be a good one.

HL: What specific charities or foundations you have put your

JL: Well, we have our own work that we do, so [have an argani

heart into that you would love to share?

called Human Level, whic
in their local communi

is all about empow | Rle
5 to make changes in their local

communities through local government. We do a lot of other
work helping kids have access to better schools, making sure
that voting rights and women's rights are being protected, so
there's all sorts of thmgs that I donate to and support. I'm also
on the NAACP Legal Defense Fund board, which is all about
fighting for the rights of marginalized people, pa 1

MINority groups.

HL: Any regrets?

JL:

|Laughing.| Not really. [ mean, I'm really grateful for my life. I'm

really grateful for my carser and for my personsl life. [ don't
really spend much time thinking aboul regrets.
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