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ROAD TRIP

~ LOST COASTLINES

An epic 750-mile journey up the coast of California in a manual-shift Porsche 911

it by JARED PAUL STERN

ern California cc
4 state and national
some of the most s
and adrenaline-pumping shoreline drives in tl
s easy to see why we'd been planning a road trip to Mendo
County for quite some time. Renowned for both its towering red-
s and world-class wineries—over 100 of them—many people
rd of Mendocino but never made the trip.
error we resolved to correct at the earliest opportunity. Plan
ute right (never take the * c) and getting there is more

scenic coastal routes and hairpin bends, especially the latest genera-
ion (aka 992) in upgraded Carrera S trim.

"The looks are pure Porsche, sharpened over the years but unmis-

/ descended from the original 911 of 1963. Back then of course
they could only dream of the numbers this beauty can clock: o to 60
mph in four seconds flat and a top speed of 191 mph, thanks to its 443-
hp, 3.o-liter twin-turbocharged flat-six. The seven-speed manual is
both more work and more rewarding to drive, especially on the hair-
pins winding through old-growth forests that the Sonoma and Men-
docino coasts are known for. This is a grand tourer with guts, with
the ability to whip you around the bends with an enhanced exhilara-
tion that those who haven't learned to drive stick will never know.

Some purists might disdain the newer g11s’ automatic rev match-
ing, which is lightning quick in Sport Plus mode, blipping the throt-
tle much faster than you ever could. Likewise they eschew the adap-
tive powertrain system as too much tech. But we were quickly won

the ability to switch between drive modes and the way the
car can go from raw to refined in the blink of an eye. With its Guards
Red paint job and the sport exhaust button on, we alternately
roared through the redwoods cruised scenic coastal stretches,
many slower drivers pulling over in what we can only assume was
sheer admiration.

"The g11 started turning heads as soon as it was delivered to the
stately Ritz-Carlton in San Francisco, our starting point for the
journey, where it was quickly granted one of the coveted parking
spaces directly in front of the imposing entrance. Dating to 1909,
the impressive landmark is a neoclassical masterpiece with massive

itectural details, occupying an entire

ock of Nob Hill. The five-star property, which conjures images of

the railroad barons who used to preside over the neighborhood, of-

fers some of the most luxurious hotel suites in the city as well as a
signature Ritz-Carltc

Preparing for the 750-mile journey ahead, we dined lavishly in the
Ritz's devastatingly elegant The Lounge, with its marble firep)
soaring windows, and upholstered leather banquettes, a counter-
point to some of the more rustic settings that lay ahead. Getting off
to an early start the next morning, we plugged in the coordinates for
Calistoga, the Napa Valley town known for hot springs and mud
baths, and our gateway to the coast. Arriving there we checked into
Dr. Wilkinsons, the recently renovated spa resort which first
opened in 1952, and has been providing “wellness, relaxation, and
good times” ever since. Home to healing mineral waters, mud baths,
a bar, restaurant, and more, it secemed a good place to gather our
thoughts and soothe our nerves prior to putting the Porsche
through its paces. "To that end we al ked a deep-tissue mas-
sage at the property’s excellent spa.

Dinner that night was in nearby Yountville, famed as the home of
the iconic French Laundry, where we found a parking space for the
o1 in front of RH Yountville, one of the most beautiful places in all
of Napa Valley. A compound offering fine food, wine, art and de-
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se: The new Porsche 911 Carrera S is an icon reimagined, a sharp instrument designed for carving up the world’s greatest roads,
with incomparable engineering and heart-stopping looks. Opposite, top: The 911 in manual shift is particularly well suited to cruising the
northern California coast. Bottom right: The Inn at Newport Ranch in Mendocino is one of the most beautiful boutique seaside r
the country. Its dramat op location is an unending feast the senses. Bottom left: The cockpit of the netw 911 is more ac
than ever, but the technology doesn’t get in the way of the visceral thrills of driving a stick shift
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sign, it’s planted with ancient olive trees and glimmers with multiple
chandeliers and massive outdoor fireplaces. We started off at the
Wine Vault, housed in a historic stone building with a courtyard
dotted with lounge areas upholstered in RH’s signature Belgian
linen. Dinner itself was in the glass-roofed restaurant, a perfectly-
cooked 16-0z. charred ribeye accompanied by heirloom broccolini
and a gorgeous glass of Napa cabernet.

Freshly massaged and mud-bathed the morning after, we revved
the Porsche’s engine and set course for the Sonoma Coast, and the
Timber Cove resort, some 60 miles away, the last half-hour of the
drive taking us along the glorious oceanscape. Timber Cove, set on
23 acres of rugged coastline, comprising its own state park, along
with two miles of hiking trails, first opened in the early 1960s and
was recently renovated with an eye towards preserving its Mid-
Century roots. Like nearby Sea Ranch, it's an idiosyncratic, North-
ern California version of modernism, attuned to its rough-hewn
setting and designed as a warm and welcoming retreat from the
wind, fog and rain.

The main lodge’s Great Room is dominated by a soaring stone
fireplace, enormous wooden beams, an antler chandelier, a well-ap-
pointed bar, and a vinyl-record library you can borrow from for the
Crosley turntable in your room. Most of these wood-paneled apart-
ments also feature ambience-enhancing gas stoves, Smeg fridges,
windows looking out to the sea, and camp blankets among other
rustic-luxe amenities. Back at the main lodge is the alluring Coast
Kitchen restaurant, showcasing dishes with ingredients sourced
from local farmers and fishermen, along with wine pairings from
predominantly Sonoma-based vineyards like the ambrosial Aper-
ture Cellars in Healdsburg.

Pressing on from there the next morning we soon crossed into
Mendocino, the air through the Porsche’s open windows redolent of
pine, cedar, woodsmoke and salt spray, and immediately felt a calm-
ing influence—which in no way moderated our inclination to switch
into Sport Plus and rip shifts along roads which rival the PCH for
scenery, without all the annoying traffic. Our destination was the

capstone of the excursion, the incomparable Inn at Newport
Ranch. Set on 2,000 oceanfront acres of clifftop, ranch and forest
land, the five-star property includes three miles of ridge tops, pan-
oramic coastal views, and 20 miles of world-class hiking and riding
trails through redwoods and along the coast, replete with crashing
waves and dramatic rock faces.

The Inn’s interior spaces are designed to enhance the natural
beauty of the location and each room is intended to be a “bespoke
masterpiece” filled with roughhewn stone and wood accents, hand-
crafted objects and fascinating items from owner Will Jackson's
world travels. In the main lodge, built on the bones of a century-old
farmhouse, are two massive stone fireplaces—some rooms feature
wood stoves as well—setting off recycled redwood trunks, cathe-
dral ceilings and awe-inspiring views. That's also where Chef Adam
Stacy, formerly of Gramercy Tavern and Per Se in New York City,
and Saison in San Francisco, presides over some of the best cuisine
north of Napa Valley; foraged fine dining, if you will.

This was the one time we were tempted to leave the Porsche
parked for the day and just explore the property instead. Even mo-
torized thrills were not lacking, thanks to the Inn at Newport
Ranch’s UTV (Kawasaki utility terrain vehicle) tour, a two-hour
excursion that shows you the incredible diversity of the Inn’s land,
from secret seaside beaches to old-growth redwood forests soaring
up thousands of feet. And we were back in time for the Inn’s daily
happy hour by the fire in the main lodge.

Checking out was carried out with extreme reluctance, but our
next destination, the Brambles at The Madrones, inland near Philo
in the wine-centric Anderson Valley, proved to be just as beguiling.
The Brambles is set apart from the main compound in a ten-acre
grove of ancient redwoods, and has a private cottage feel. Yet it was

“THE MANUAL-SHIFT PORSCHE 911 1S
BY TURNS RAW AND REFINED”

Top left: Timber Cove on the Sonoma coast is the epitome of rugged elegance. The 1960s-era resort, recently renovated, sits on 23 acres
of glorious coastline, and features the delectable Coast Kitchen restaurant among other attractions. Top right: RH Yountville, one of
Napa Valley’s most gorgeous experiences, offers fine food, art, wine and design. The compound’s Wine Vault is housed in a historic
stone building. Bottom left: The Bohemian Chemist next to The Madrones in Mendocino is one of the most stunning cannabis boutiques
ever created. Bottom right: The Porsche 911 Carrera S is especially eye-catching in classic Guards Red paint
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just a couple of minutes away from The Madrones’ well-curated as-
semblage of venues including wine-tasting rooms; a super-cool shop
called Sun & Cricket with everything from coffee table books to
grooming products; the Bohemian Chemist, an upscale cannabis
boutique with antique apothecary shelving imported from Europe;
and Wickson Restaurant, overseen by Alexa Newman and Rodney
Workman, both formerly of Chez Panisse. The focus here is on hy-
per-local cuisine, with seasonal favorites including black-cod stew,
wood-oven roasted chicken and pizza topped with local squash.
From there we couldn't resist heading back out to the coast, in
defiance of Google’s directions, to let the Porsche stretch its pistons
once again, as our rip-roaring road trip was drawing to a close. We
were received back at Timber Cove—there’s simply no other place
on the Sonoma coast that compares—with something akin to a he-
ro’s welcome, and a glass of the house cabernet awaited following a
brisk climb on the rocks. Occupying a different room from our stay

on the way up afforded another view of the eye-popping scenery.
‘Which stood us in good stead as we motored down to the Marin
Headlands the next day, zipped back over the Golden Gate Bridge,
and wound our way down to our final stop, the acclaimed Ritz-
Carlton Half Moon Bay, perched atop a bluft that's every bit as pic-
turesque as the name proclaims.

The five-star luxury resort has one of the finest and most dramatic
golf courses in California, along with two spectacular restaurants
and an enormous terrace dotted with Adirondack chairs and fire pits
overlooking the ocean; our suite had its own outdoor fire pit as well.
For our final dinner of the trip, we chose the coziest banquette at The
Conservatory for a Mediterranean-influenced take on Californian
cuisine, near to the eatery’s impressive Wine Room with its 4,000 cu-
rated bottles—which inspired us to let the sommelier direct us in a
miniature tasting of our own, exploring local vintages with gusto.
After all, the driving, all 750 glorious miles of it, was done.

Top left: The Ritz-Carlton San Francisco is one of the city’s most luxurious and best-designed hotels. The neoclassical building dates to
1909 while the interior furnishings and finishes are cutting edge. Pictured here is The Lounge. Top right: Hourglass Winery in Calistoga
is located near Dr. Wilkinsons, the iconic wine country spa resort which originally opened in the 1950s and was recently given a captivat-
ing makeover. Bottom left: Chef Adam Stacy of The Inn at Newport Ranch is adept at creating gourmet meals which are as beautiful to
photograph as they are to eat. Bottom right: The Brambles in Mendocino’s wine-centric Anderson Valley is set among a grove of towering,

ancient redwoods, some of which are 800 years old
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