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STEPHEN ROSS

Stephen Ross 2015 Stone Corral Vine-
yard Pinot Noir, Edna Valley ($56)
Intensely-bright raspberry, deep, ripe
cherry, and dried rose funnels enter a
vein of salinity. Stone Corral Vineyard,
the flagship site of Stephen Ross, is
located in the Edna Valley—one of the
coolest winegrowing regions in Califor-
nia. This is 20% whole cluster aged 15
months in 50% new French oak.

In each issue, the editorial team at The SOMM Journal will
deliberate through wine submissions and release final judgment
on select wines that garnered scores of at least 90 points.

The “joury” will also feature an esteemed guest sommelier.

A view of Sleepy Hollow
Vineyard-on the Talbott Estate
in'the Santa Lucia Highlands.

Black Kite 2015 Gap's Crown
Vineyard Pinot Noir, Peta-
luma Gap, Sonoma Coast
($60) Hi-toned and ripe dark
red fruits, seashells, fresh purple
flowers, and sweet, spicy cinna-
mon. It's richer in texture, yet
the acid is powerful enough
to counter the dense red
fruit and well-integrated

oak, Gap's Crown is proof
that Black Kite can make
incredible Pinot Noir not
only from its estate in
Anderson Valley but from
other sites as well, particu-
larly in the Sonoma Coast.
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Solomon Hills Winemaker
Trey Fletcher.

Solomon Hills Estate 2014 Pinot Noir,
Santa Maria Valley ($60) A mouth-
filling texture with nutmeg, spiced
cinnamon, and red floral tones. Tea and
scrumptious red fruit make this wine
approachable and inviting. The vineyard
is on Garey series soil—a marine-based
wine-deposited loamy sand that was at

one time a sea bed—while the estate is

ten miles from the Pacific Ocean.

J. Lohr Estates 2016
Falcon’s Perch Pinot Noir,
Monterey County ($17)
Grapes from cool-climate
vineyards in Arroyo Seco
and Santa Lucia Highlands
perform fantastically in this
ng Pinot. Pommard

high-flyi
and Dijon clones make
up the backbone of this
wine, which is named for
the bird that makes its
home in the lone pine

g the vines

yond the nose of red
tea and oregano, blue-
berry develops discretely
on the palate alon:
. powdered "t

ide ripe red cherries,

S ¢ tannins, and a lean
acidity. What a great value!
y gl
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Chateau St. Jean Winemaker Margo Van Staaveren.

Chateau St. Jean 2015 Le Seul Pinot Noir, Sonoma Coast ($75) | egendary
/hich translates to “one and only,”

averen created Le Seul, w

f Sonoma sa Noir-growing region. The So
the wine, with grapes haili

> located in the Petaluma Gap
ets. Dijon Clone 777 was used

Demeter USA Biodynamic
certified. The he earliest
harvest recorded for the winery, leading

to developed fruit and rich, ripe flavors.

A delicious combo of earth and magnolia

2015 vintage w

blossom perfumes the air with this feminine
p

and elegant wine, which exhibits a creamy

raspberry luscious plum notes,

tea tannins, and an iconic Russian River Val-
ley persona.
Brian Maloney is the Winemaker

for Russian River Valley-based
Deloach Vineyards.

Mail Road 2013 Mt. Carmel Vineyard Pinot Noir, Blocks 3 and 5, Sta. Rita Hills
($100) Floral and incredibly earthy with ripe por
and somehow dusty all at once. The Mt. Carmel vine
nic and, to a slightly lesser degree, dry
Fruit from this parcel of land in the Sta. Rita Hills tends to show on the leaner
does this wine). At Mall Road, this translates a

his is glossy

consists of just six

ks cover-
rmed
side (as

ing a total of 22.5 acres, which are

ate and pretty red and blue fruits.
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Talbott Vineyards 2015 Sleepy Hol-

] low Vineyard Pinot Noir, Santa Lucia
Highlands ($50) One of the most
well-known vineyards in California, this
expansive bench site is |3 miles from
Monterey Bay.Well-drained and sparse
soils bring out the concentrated

flavors in the wine, with earth and
spice leading the way to a palate of
cinnamon, spiced cedar, and cherry

juiciness. Haunting notes of forest
floor and a garden of dried roses
are present, and a billowy mouthfeel
and lean acidity makes it ethereal.
Flying Goat Cellars 2013 Rio
Vista Vineyard Dijon Pinot
Noir, Sta. Rita Hills ($46) Rio ‘

Vista Vine OME

different s and Ponzi Vineyards 2015 Classico Pinot Noir,
Willamette Valley ($43) While this is around

$10 less than most well-mad

ferent clones, but it's the Dijor
e Pinat Noir; the

blend that makes up this wine ‘
station. Both red

Soils of rocks an

found on the

side of the vinevard, The

RYING GOAT |

wine, which goes through |18 )

months of barrel

depth, power, and inten-

Fla PINOT NOIR
=i o sity in both mouthfeel and |

flavor: Winemake:

Yost must put some
ingredients in this wine, because tt | es ‘
one of the more unique profiles we tasted ‘ months in bottle ‘

Maple and oak seemed to

fruit weaving in and out of mushroom, t

peppet, and sweet tobacco. |

Masut Vineyard and Winery
2016 Estate Vineyard Pinot
Noir, Eagle Peak, Mendocino
County ($40) The word mastit

is a Native American v

meaning “‘dark, rich earth.
Founders (and brothers) Ben
and Jake Fetzer launched the

winery with intent to

duce estate fruit in Me

no C

nty: together, they

established the mountainous | AMASUT
Eagle Peak appellation in |

Mendocina

re 1

the sole winery. The

s earthy and creamy, with

=, -, . :
Winemaker Luisa Ponzi,

f cinnamon cherry pie and a finist
of vanilla spice < r\"y‘
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Talbott Vineyards Winemaker

David Coventry.
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St. Francis Winery & Vineyards
Winemaker Katie Madigan.

St. Francis Winery & Vineyards
2015 Pinot Noir, Sonoma Coast
($45) Just 4% Syrah from the certi
fied sustainable Wild Oak Estate
Vineyard (which is the location of

the w y itself in So-

noma County) adds a

est Lo the wine. Each

yard lot of Pinot

Noir under;

S d SOW,

ferment, with

maceration

up to 30 additional
days. This is fleshy, fruity,
and savory with notes

of black pepper and

cranbe

and bright acidity are

ry. Tea tannins

part of the balanced

maouthfeel. SI
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