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Wineries
Haunted by
Their Pasts

Tales of ghostly activity draw
visitors in search of chills, thrills
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Sonoma ghostbusters should
check out these reportedly
haunted places:

SONOMA
Bartholomew Park Winery

Planted to vines in the 1830 and later
purchased by Agoston Haraszthy (also the
founder of neighbaring Buena Vista Winery),
Bartholomew Park was many things, includ-
inga woinen's prison, ahospital and a morgue,
hiefore becoming the winery it is today.

In the 19403, journalist Frank Bartholomes
purchased Buena Vista. He sold the winery in
1068 but kept most of the vineyards, turning the
old ospital into the Hacienda Cellars winery, It
became the Sonoma Valley Wine Museum and
Bartholomew Park Winery in 1092,

The museum tells the tale of the site’s mean-
dering history, which includes a spooky shle.
Ghosts are said to congregate in the winery's
i |:l1:|'i]|:|i:n|__: and its basement, which was
once a morgue. The story goes that remains af
cne of the incarcerated women were found in
the basement walls during a 1970s earthquake
retrofit. Heine says there are at least threc
resident ghosts. Jetf Dwyer, author of the book
“Ghost Hunters Guide to Californias Wine
Country," wrote: “A short time after the win-
ery opened, employees heard voices singing
in the cellar that once honsed prisoners. The
choir is heard in the afternoon and again late
at night. Hymns are the usual choice.”

1000 Vineyard Lane, Sonoma, 7T07-33%9-3026,
bartpark.corm
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SONOMA |
Buena Vista Winery /
The recently refurbished and spectacular
Bucna Vista embraces its past of ghostly activ-
ity with wigor, hosting haunted cellar parties
in its stene-walled Champagne Cellar.
Agoston Harasathy, “The Count of Buena
Vista," founded the winery in 1857 and plant-
ed grapevines from cuttings brought in from
Europe, He later moved to Micaragua, where
he i said to have met a grisly demise in the
maw of an alligater. Harasethy's remaing were
never found; might his ghost have peturned to
roam heee?
18000 Old Winery Road, Sonoma, BO0-326-1266,
bugnavistawinery.com

KENWOOD -
Chateau St. Jean —

In Kemwood, the picturesgue,
picuicfriendly Chateau 5t Jean
is known for a wide selection of
wines, perhaps none more famous
than its red Bordeaux blend, Cing
Cepages.

Alse somewhat famous is the
property’s ghost. Michigan resi-

dents Ernest and Maude Goft built 2 summer
hiome on the site of what is‘now the winery
and vineyards, taking residence in 1920, Their
daughter, Camilla, died in her teen years, and
5t. Jean employees say her spirit looks after
the house (now the Chateau, which is used fior
administrative purposes, with the visitar cen-
ter and winery building behind if). The Goffs
ewned the stately home until 1970; Chateau
S, Jean winery was born in 1973,

B555 Sonoma Highway, Kenwood, 877-478-5326,
chateaustjean.com
HEALDSEURG
Dry Creek Vineyard

Mo less than the California Wine Institute
has reported this winery's ghost, a Mative
Amerlcan man said to be there becanse the
site was once a Pome reservation. There's also
something fishy going in THOVE, also called
Eullock House Vineyard, where a guesthouse
is reportedly haunted.

“We used the Bullock House to host trade
visitors until 10 years ago or so." said Dry
Creek Vineyards director of marketing and
commumnications, Bill Smart. “Several of those
guests peported hearing creaking, footsteps
and dopr-slamming at night. [ haven't experi-
enced it, but enough people have that [ believe
there is paranormal activity there.”

The winery no longer puts up guests at
Bullock House.

3770 Lambert Bridge Road, Healdsburg,
707-433-1000, drycreskvineyard.com
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