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= the Underground

UNDERNEATH VINEYARD-COVERED HILLSIDES, WINE CAVES PROVIDE PRISTINE
CONDITIONS FOR MAKING-AND TASTING-WINE. TODAY, MORE AND MORE VINO
LOVERS ARE HEADING UNDERGROUND TO STROLL, SWIRL, AND SIP.
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Bella Vineyards and Wine Caves, Healdsburg

Thie caves at this Family-cwned vineyard are some of the easiest to sie in Sonoma
County, with walk-in tastings daily, It costs only $15 to sample the winery's small-iot Zin-
fandel and Rhane variatals, but the bast way to see the innar workings of the caves is
to reserve & 3pot on the Unlessh the Beast tour, Tastings typicaily include sevan pours,
finishing with a chocolate pesnut butter cup paired with a late-harvest Zinfandel.
Drink: The 2014 Lily Hill Zinfandel is made with grapes from vines first planted in 1915,
Urieash the Beas? 1 cost £35 per pakon and are limited o sight peaple. 9777 West
Dy Cresk fid, Healdsburg, (707} 473-9771, bellawinery.oom

Benziger Family Winery, Glen Ellen

All teurs at Bernziger visit the caves, but the Estate Wine Cave seated tasting take:
almest entirgly underground. During the cave walkabout, discover Bengiger family his
tory and its approach to organic farming. You'll be treated to a show-and-tell of photos
featuring the estate’s cow and sheep pastures. as waell as Mason jars filled with soil sam-
ples. Seated tastings are held in an alcove that's kept warm, 5o you may not need that
sweater here. As staff pour wine, they highlight where the wine's grapes wene grown
with maps. The Estate Wine Cave seated tasting tyoically includes six pours.

Drink: The 5014 Tribute. Made eatitaly frorm
wstate-grown grapes, this Bordeaux blend of
pradominantly Cabernet Sauvignon was the first
Demater-certified Bodynamic wing from Sonoma
County and one of the First from North America
Towrs are $40 per person and are imited o eight
people. 1883 Londeon Ranch Rd., Glan Efien,

(PO} 935-3000, benzigercom.

Buena Vista Winery, Sonoma

Founded in 1857 by Agoston Harsszthy, Buena
Wigta Winery dug the fust wine caves in the state
Listed on the National Register of Histor
Busena Vista Winery is open for walk-in tastings
daily from 10 a.m. ta 5 p.m., bat you must be on a
tour to visit the Champagne Ceflars. Tha Historac.
Wirse Museum tour and tasting includes the
celtars, but to get the most cart of your journey
underground, reserva a spot on tha Barrel Tour and
Tasting. Empty wine glasses are refilled fraquantly
a5 you make your way through the recently reno-
wvated caves to the Press Room,

Drink: Sheriff of Buena Vista. This blend of Cabernat
Sauvignom, Petite Sicah, Grenache, Petit Vierdob,
Syrah, and Merlod 15 a must-try. (For every bottke
soldd, a portion of the procesds is donated to the Na
tional Sheriffs Association Educational Foundation.)
Histaric tours cost $25 per parson: Barrel tastings
cost 340 per parson. Both are typically limited 1o
15 peopde. 18000 Ofd Winery Rd., Sonoma,

(BO0) 926-1266, busnawistawinary.com.

Kunde Family Winery, Kenwood
Frussgeways in the aging caves at Kunda Femily
winery extend half a mile through ancient woicanic
lava flows 175 feet below Syrah vineyards. Free
guided tours run throughout the day, bot the Mo
tain Tog Tasting takes you 1o 5pots like the WIP room,
where a section of five-million year-old volcanic
rock can be seen, Guests enjoy wines on a soenic
mouraintop nest 1o @ vineyard with vines planted
in 1882, then return to a private area for a chocolste
and wine pairing

Drink: The 2014 Reserve Century Vinas Zinfandel.
You've geen the vines; now teste the final result.
Complimentary cave tours are available daily,
without appaintrent, for a group of 70 or less. The
Mountain Top Tasting costs 50 per persan; contact
the winery for a group of 10 or move. 5825 Somoma
Huwy., Kenwiood, (707) 2821531, kunde com.

Schug Carneros Estate, Sonoma

A shart drive from the intersection af Highways 116
and 121, the German-styla post-and-tearn building
at Schug Carneros Estate may not fit the typical
winery mokd, but its hillside caves impress, With a
focus on Pinot Noir and Cherdonnay varietals, the
caves can be explorad on private tours. Better yet,
the experience is fully custornizable; caves tours are
availabla with or without tastings.

Drink: 2004 Carneros Pinot hoir, Estate
Grawn, It is grown, aged, and botted cn-site.

A prrivate tour and tasting i $55 per person; privade
tasting oy is $35: private cave tour anfy is $20.
Schwg recammirids tours be booked 24 hours in
adwvance. 502 Bonneaw Rd., Sonoma, (BO0) S66-
9365, schugwinery.com.
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