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Buena Vista Winery to unveil wine tool
museum

Tracy Ellen Kamens

Sharp edges glisien in the spotlight, looking more like an
executioner’s axe than something wielded by an enologist. But, these
blades actually belong 10 a collection of pomace cutters, used for
removing grape skins from the press.

Indeed, getting from grape to glass takes a series of labor-intensive,
time-consuming tasks. Just as diverse and varied are the specialized
tools used in each step along the way. From planting vines and
harvesting grapes to crafting oak barrels, each instrument has a
distinct purpose, propelling the process forward.

Though technology has evolved with time, these implements still hold
interest and fascination as well as provide a glimpse back into the
past. A unique look at these historic devices will be made public at
the equally historic Buena Vista Winery in Somona, CA when it

unveils its Wine Tool Museum on March 24, 2015. Yooy Ellen Kamens

Established in 1857 by Agoston Haraszthy, Buena Vista Winery is

among the oldest wineries in the U.S. Haraszthy was a true pioneer in the wine industry, leading the
vay for the use of European varieties and (then) modern methods in the vineyard and winery. After
much exploration throughout California (including a stint as San Diego’s first elected sheriff), he was

among the first to recognize the potential of Carneros (the southern sub-AVA that spans both Napa

and Sonoma), where he chose to locate his Buena Vista Vinicultural Society.

Unfortunately, Haraszthy's legacy languished first under Prohibition and then under a revolving door
of ownership. However, in 2011, the estate was purchased by Jean-Charles Boisset, whose Boisset
Collection of wineries also spans Napa and Sonoma as well as Europe.

Boisset was intent on restoring glory 1o the storied winery and has since invested heavily in the
infrastructure. Most notably, the original land-marked cellar building received a full renovation,
including a state-of-the-art reinforcement of its walis 10 protect against earthquakes. While ceriainly
not planned, the seismic retrofit passed its August 2014 test with flying colors; the building didn't
sustain any damage at all!

With the interior renovations now completed, the ground floor serves as home to Jean Charles’
Bubble Lounge, a place 10 enjoy a range of sparkiing wines produced by Buena Vista and several
other Boisset properties.

Display cases line the walis of the stairwell and show off a beautiful collection of decanters, setting
the stage for the exhibit to come. Upon arrival on the third floor, visitors will be greeted by a 20
minute video presentation guiding them through exhibit and introducing them to the tools, their
respective functions and the history of Buena Vista.

The unique opportunity to visually experience the tools of the trade will provide tasters with a deeper
understanding of how wine is made and perhaps a greater appreciation for those who toil to make it



