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SOMOMA CAN GROW JUST ABOUT ANY WINE GRAPE — AND DUES.

WITH ITS

NCOMPARABLE RANGE OF WINE TYPES AND STYLES,

THERE'S NO REASON TO LOOK ELSEWHERE FOR A GREAT BOTTLE.
HERE ARE OUR FAVORITES FROM 2015, EACH ONE SONOMA-GROWN.

— gy LINDA MURPHY with VIRGINIE BOONE —

INE TASTING is no different than mov

ie watching, Meither is based on seience,

but rather on individual taste, perception
ang emotion.

She enjoys romance tlicks, he prefers action films.
She likes Pinot Noirs with firm structure and earthi.
ness, he goes for ripe, jui v, richly fHavored Pinots.
There's no right o wrong, just personal preference.
Roger Ebert could love the same Alim that Gene Siskel
trashed. It works that way with wine, too,

S |:-'. defanlt, our selections for the Fop 100 Wines
of 2015 are subjective and experienti il, el also wel-
informed. We worked very hard to come up with 100
bottles that we stand behind for quality, |;|'|:'-;- range

and availability that will please most palates. Sure,

tasting wine is fun and comvivial, but evaluating
wing to be recommended to Sonoma magazine read-
ers is serions stufh

Don't see your favorite wine on the list? Then

look for it on on our coverage of world-class wines
availability, Which
winemakers might yvou not know about, but should?

that have very limited — or no

They're here. Looking for a great vintager Check.
Science might cne day be able to tell consumers
precisely what wing they will love betore they taste
it, Until then, we have humans with distinetly in
dividual senses of smell, taste and vision, to do the
work for us, One of wine's Anest gualities s that
ion. Our Top 100 Wines of 2015
list wrall |"|-.|".|‘I.-'t|tl thal. Let us know wWhart VO |||'I|-{

stipmulates conversat
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Methodology
I1's 4 fough job. Really.

I'TH MORE THAN 400 Sonoima
wineries thousands

of different bottlings cach year,
how did we setthe on 2005 best? Tt wook lots

producing

of tasting, and retasting, and assistance trom
the judpes at The Press Democrat 2015 North
Coast Wine Challenge, to come up with 100
great wines sure to please all palates and pock
ethooks.

Sonoma magagine managing editor Linda
Murphy and magazmine comtributor Virgine
Boone warked together to select the Top 100,
taking inte account their own tastings and

E S0Momamag.com NOVIDED 2005

high-scoring wines from the Maorth Coast Wine
Challenge competition, held in Apr il

In addition to writing for Sonoma magazine
and The Press Diemocrat, Boone is & contribut
ing editor for Mew York-based Wine Enthusiast
magazine, revicwing thousands of wines each
year from Sonoma and Napa, Murphy, a two-
time James Beard Award winner when she
was the editor of the San Francisoo Chronscle’s
wine section, tastes as many wines, with her
commments appearing in Decanter magazine
and WineReviewOnline comn, among other
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I'heir milzsion was o .-,LI|JI|i_._{"_-' 0 ont-
standing wines produced in Sonoma, fron
SOOI S EOW T grapes, with a broad diversity
in price, style, growing region amd producer.
Wines scoring 94 points and higher at the 2015
Naorth Coast Wir F‘;.:I‘l.llll'lltj\l{' WeTE given sLrong
cotsidetation, All recommended wines were

released in 2015
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Chardonnay

DELOACH VINEYARDS

2012 Ritchie Yineyard Middle Reach Russian
River Valley Chardonnay

550

This wine from one of Russian River Valley's
star sites is rich and decadently creamy in
vanilla and apple-crisp character, balanced by
refreshing acidity and bright citrus and apple
Fruit. Oak plays a supperting role, adding depth
and mouthfeel, (VE] o

Pinot Noir

BUEMA VISTA WINERY

2012 Carneros Pinot Noir

$25

This wine is a steal ar its price. It's silky and
substantial, with lighter tones of pomnegranate,

cherry and cola, and sandalwood and mush-
room subtlety, (VB)



