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2 : Sonoma County produces some of California’s finest wines.
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egun in 1857 in Sonoma County, California’s oldest winery, Buena Vista, still makes remarkable

wines, Sonoma is also home to more than 400 other wineries, scattered across the county’s 1

million square acres. Its 60,000 acres of vineyards are planted in up to 50 different types of soil
in 17 American Viticultural Areas, distinc-
tive U.S. wine grape growing regions called
AVAs, or appellations, With such size and
so many diverse soils and varying weather
conditions, Sonoma can produce a wide
variety of high-quality wines, among them
some of California’s finest Pinot Noir and
Chardonnay.

Sonoma begins about 50 miles north
of San Francisco and runs north to the
Mendocino County border. East to west, it
stretches from the Mayacamas Mountains,
which separate it from Napa Valley, to the
Pacific Ocean, giving it 60 miles of coastline.

With its profoundly varied growing
areas, Sonoma raises many kinds of grapes,
and many wineries produce wines from
several AVAs. Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot
and other Bordeaux-style grapes, which
require a warm climate, make full, flavor
ful wines in Alexander Valley, an AVA
that includes Jordan Vineyard & Winery,
Murphy-Goode Winery and Francis Ford
Coppola Winery.

Chardonnay and Pinot Noir are Burgundy grapes
that require far cooler growing conditions. While
California’s versions tend to be riper and fruitier
than Burgundy's output, parts of Sonoma County,
especially the cooler Russian River Valley, show some
of the state’s best efforts with these grapes. | was par-
ticularly impressed with the wines of Benovia Winery,
Ferrari-Carano Vineyards and Winery, MacMurray
Estate Vineyards, MacRostie Winery and Vineyards,
and Patz & Hall Winery.

While Dry Creek Valley’s warmer conditions are especially kind to
Zinfandel, it produces a wide range of other wines — white and red — as
well. Look for those of Quivira Vineyards & Winery, Bella Vineyards & Wine
Caves and, again, Ferrari-Carano,

Every Labor Day weekend, the county shows its generous and most
joyous side when it holds Sonoma’s Wine Country Weekend, a three-day
extravaganza of parties, tastings, dinners and dancing, culminating with
its charitable wine auction. Considered one of the country’s leading such
auctions, this year’s event raised $4.5 million, much of which supports
children’s literacy in Sonoma.

Sonoma has it all. Good wines. Good works. Good feelings.
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