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OFF THE VINE

Jim Rawe
jimrawe@gmail.com

Expect the

best from
Napa's 2012
vintage

ccording to
Ralph Waldo
Emerson, “What

lies behind us, and what
lies before us, are tiny
matters compared to
what lies within us.” So
we really shouldn’t wor-
ry about the past, nor
should we be too con-
cerned about the future
— because it is what is
inside us at the present
that counts.

The same is true
when it comes to wine,
every vintage is differ-
ent and it is what is in-
side that particular bot-
tle of wine that counts.
The term vintage is de-
scriptive of the year in
which the grapes were
harvested, not to the
year that the wine was
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bottled. In Napa Valley,
the 2013 growing sea-
son has months to go be-
fore the grapes are even
picked — this vintage is
in the future, but right
now the winemakers are
focused on the wine that
is starting to take shape
from the 2012 vintage.

There were a num-
ber of early reports that
questioned whether the
2012 Napa Valley wines
could be the best vin-
tage in decades or even
ever, but it is way too
soon to answer that
question. So, why can
one vintage be better
than others? Weather is
the answer.

Due to weather pat-
terns, grapes don’t al-
ways ripen evenly and
therefore one very diffi-
cult decision for grow-
ers is timing the har-
vesting of the grapes. If
you pick too early, the
grapes may have too
much acidity, causing a
bitter taste. If you pick
too late, then the sug-
ars may be too high, cre-
ating a higher alcohol
content during fermen-
tation. When grapes rip-
en in an even manner, it
takes most of the guess-
work out of the equa-
tion.

WINETO 2D

In 2012, the weath-
er didn’t create too many
challenges that all start-

ed with a very mild spring.
This allowed the grapes on
the vine to set at the same
time. Then there were not
any heat waves during the
summer and fall months,
so the grapes were able to
ripen slowly, over a long
period of time. This creat-
ed a very large crop, with
yields for Cabernet Sau-
vignon grapes up 40 per-
cent and Chardonnay up
50 percent over the 2011
yields.

For those of you who

are Cabernet Sauvignon
and/or Chardonnay lov-
ers, once these wines are
released, the 2012 vintage
should be one to truly en-
joy. Both the 2012 Ray-
mond Vineyards and the
2012 Clos Julien Chardon-
nays are produced with
Napa Valley grapes and
they are well-made exam-
ples of this vintage.
However, there is one
problem with a vintage
like 2012 that yields a re-
cord amount of grapes —
all of those grapes end up
getting crushed, ferment-
ed, aged and bottled so
that means there is a lot
more wine being released
with 2012 on its label com-
pared to other vintages.

limRawe, a family attorney

in Bradenton, is an avid
collector of fine wines. His
column appears weekly. He
can be reached at jim-
rawe@gmail.com.
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