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11 Impressive California Zinfandels

New releases of highly rated Zins from Napa,
Sonoma and Mendocino

Aaron Romano
Posted: March 18, 2013
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Tasting Highlights bring the best wines from our editors’ most recent
tastings to WineSpectator.com members.

Senior editor Tim Fish has been pouring his way through flights of
California Zinfandel as we gear up for our annual report on the
varietal, scheduled to run in the June 30 issue of Wine Spectator
magazine. This week’s selection focuses primarily on single-vineyard
Zinfandels throughout Napa, Sonoma and Mendocino counties.

Carol Shelton leads the way, with three bottlings receiving high
marks. Each comes from a different appellation, expressing distinctive
terroir. Mountain fruit paves the way for several of our picks from
Napa Valley. The Black Sears vineyard on Howell Mountain is a well-
regarded grape source, and V. Sattui puts forth a ripe and spicy effort
in 2010. Also coming from Howell Mountain is Robert Craig’s
powerful Zin, which could benefit from a year or two in the cellar. And
in the northeastern corner of Napa Valley, at nearly 1,200 feet of
elevation, sits the Chiles Mill vineyard, where Green & Red has been
making quality Zinfandels since the 1970s.

It's a solid group of wines, ranging in style from soft and sleek to ripe
and robust. And all are sure to please Zin enthusiasts.

CAROL SHELTON Zinfandel Alexander Valley 'Xander Zin
Harris-Kratka Vineyard 2009 Score: 92 | $33

Plush and richly structured, yet balanced by a solid core of acidity and
tannins. Aromas of black cherry and toasty oak lead to layered wild
berry, mineral and sage flavors that finish with ripe but firm tannins.
Best from 2015 through 2021. 242 cases made. —T.F.

CAROL SHELTON Zinfandel Sonoma County Karma Zin
Bastoni Vineyard 2009 Score: 92 | $33

Focused, sleek and compact, with raspberry, cinnamon and anise
aromas that lead to layered flavors of boysenberry and spice, with a
hint of caramel. The tannins show on the finish, but are polished and
ripe. Best from 2015 through 2021. 469 cases made. —T.F.

CHIARELLO FAMILY Zinfandel Napa Valley Giana 2011
Score: 91 | $55

Jammy and loaded with finesse, offering baked cherry and Asian
spice aromas, with ripe blackberry, sage and white pepper flavors.
Drink now through 2020. 554 cases made. —T.F.

ROBERT CRAIG Zinfandel Howell Mountain 2010
Score: 91 | $50
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Carol Shelion

Three of Carol Shelton's Zinfandel
bottlings earn high marks in this report.
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Dense and powerful, though lacks something in the finesse
department. Still, this is a Zin that's hard to ignore. Currant and
smoky cracked pepper aromas lead to stout, tannic flavors of
blackberry, fresh tobacco and mineral. Hands off for now. Best from
2015 through 2021. 340 cases made. —T.F.

Former Screaming Eagle Co-
Owner In Talks With Wind Gap
Winery

Monday, March 11, 2013
11 Outstanding Pinot Noirs from

GREEN & RED Zinfandel Napa Valley Chiles Mill Vineyard o
California

2010 Score: 91 | $26

Densely jammed with fruit, but braced with enough structure and
acidity to keep this vibrant and zesty. Offers notes of dark cherry and  \gre from topic California
toasty vanilla, with lots of underbrush and cracked pepper. The

tannins tighten on the finish. Drink now through 2020. 875 cases

made. —T.F.

DE LOACH Zinfandel Lake County Nova Vineyard Vineyard Designate 2010 Score: 90 | $32
Distinctive aromas of red clay and plum lead to supple raspberry, caramel and spice flavors. For those who
like them soft and jammy. Drink now through 2018. 291 cases made. —T.F.

DE LOACH Zinfandel Sonoma County Forgotten Vines Vineyard Designate 2010

Score: 90 | $36

Zesty and ripe, but balanced by a solid core of acidity and tannins. Aromas of dried cherry and licorice open
to briary plum, toasty sage and cracked pepper flavors. Drink now through 2019. 290 cases made. —T.F.

MAYO Zinfandel Russian River Valley Ricci Vineyard Old Vines The Francis Reserve 2010
Score: 90 | $50

Superripe and plush, a style many will love. Aromas of cherry pie and caramel lead to jammy raspberry,
cinnamon and spice flavors. Drink now through 2018. 312 cases made. —T.F.

MAYO Zinfandel Russian River Valley The Barnstormer Old Vines 2009 Score: 90 | $35
Offers bold aromas of baked cherry and toasty oak, with jammy plum, cinnamon and caramel flavors. For
those who like them ripe, rich and plush. Drink now through 2018. 780 cases made. —T.F.

V. SATTUI Zinfandel Howell Mountain Black Sears Vineyard 2010 Score: 90 | $42
Muscular and superripe, but loaded with personality and balanced with enough acidity to keep this lively.
Aromas of blackberry and spicy oak lead to dense flavors of currant, toasty sage and licorice. Drink now
through 2020. 842 cases made. —T.F.

CAROL SHELTON Zinfandel Mendocino County Wild Thing Old Vine 2009 Score: 90 | $19
Zesty and racy, with floral raspberry and cinnamon aromas that lead to lively and appealing flavors of cherry,
spice, herb and anise. Drink now through 2018. 3,330 cases made. —T.F.

Forums: Wine Conversations | Share Tasting Notes | Share Dining Tips | Travel Tips | Buying & Selling | Off-Line Events | Wine Education

Help: Customer Care/Manage My Account | FAQ | Contact Us

WineSpectator.com: Become a Member | Give a WineSpectator.com Gift Membership | Wine Spectator School

Wine Spectator Magazine: Subscribe | Digital Subscription | Gift Subscription | Buy Back Issues | Issue Archives | Wine Spectator Retailers | Sell Wine Spectator
Advertise With Us: Wine Spectator Magazine | WineSpectator.com | Wine Spectator Mobile | Online Classifieds | M. Shanken Media Kit

About Us: Site Tour | Editors' Bios | How We Taste | Job Opportunities | Terms of Service | Privacy Policy

Services: Apps | Mobile | E-mail Newsletters | RSS | Video Podcast | Gift Center | Online Wine Courses | Retailer Club

Other M. Shanken Sites: Trade News—Impact and Market Watch | Cigar Aficionado | Food Arts | The Whisky Advocate | Impact Databank Reports
Categories: Wine Ratings | News & Features | Collecting | Learn Wine | Dining & Travel | Blogs | Video | For the Trade | Wine Shops | Classifieds

Copyright © 2013 Wine Spectator Online

http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/show/id/48171[3/25/2013 10:21:03 AM]


http://forums.winespectator.com/6/ubb.x
http://forums.winespectator.com/eve/forums/a/frm/f/6826053161
http://forums.winespectator.com/eve/forums/a/frm/f/3146091161
http://forums.winespectator.com/eve/forums/a/frm/f/5086097161
http://forums.winespectator.com/eve/forums/a/frm/f/958106983
http://forums.winespectator.com/eve/forums/a/frm/f/7986076161
http://forums.winespectator.com/eve/forums/a/frm/f/2566058161
http://forums.winespectator.com/eve/forums/a/frm/f/456102303
http://www.winespectator.com/help
http://www.winespectator.com/customerservice
http://www.winespectator.com/display/show/id/faq
http://www.winespectator.com/user/contactus
http://www.winespectator.com/join
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/GiftsGateway?cds_mag_code=WSO&cds_page_id=37712&cds_response_key=I9HWSGHP
http://www.winespectator.com/school
http://www.winespectator.com/subscribe_sitenav
http://www.zinio.com/checkout/publisher/?productId=118407948&offer=500419817&bd=1&pss=1&WT.mc_id=PUB_WWW_Title_GLOBAL_032112_WineSpectatorPUB
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/GiftsGateway?cds_mag_code=WNE&cds_page_id=46317&cds_response_key=I9HWNGHP1
http://mshanken.buysub.com/
http://www.winespectator.com/issue
http://www.winespectator.com/retailers/search
http://www.winespectator.com/retailers/order
http://www.mshanken.com/winespectator/index.php
http://www.mshanken.com/winespectator/wso-overview.php
http://www.mshanken.com/winespectator/wso-mobile.php
http://www.mshanken.com/winespectator/wso-classifieds.php
http://www.mshanken.com/
http://www.winespectator.com/display/show/id/tour_welcome
http://www.winespectator.com/display/show/id/our-sr-editors
http://www.winespectator.com/display/show/id/how-we-taste
http://www.winespectator.com/display/show/id/jobopenings
http://www.winespectator.com/display/show/id/terms-of-service
http://www.winespectator.com/display/show/id/privacy-policy
http://apps.winespectator.com/
http://www.winespectator.com/display/show/id/mobile
http://www.winespectator.com/newsletters
http://www.winespectator.com/display/show/id/rss
http://phobos.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=152047865
http://www.winespectator.com/micro/show/id/giftcenter
http://www.winespectator.com/school
http://www.winespectator.com/retailerclub
http://www.shankennewsdaily.com/
http://www.cigaraficionado.com/
http://www.foodarts.com/
http://www.thewhiskyadvocate.com/
http://www.winespectator.com/display/show/id/impact_databank_report
http://www.winespectator.com/wine/search
http://www.winespectator.com/newsandfeatures
http://www.winespectator.com/collecting
http://www.winespectator.com/learnwine
http://www.winespectator.com/diningandtravel
http://www.winespectator.com/blogs
http://www.winespectator.com/video
http://www.winespectator.com/forthetrade
http://www.winespectator.com/shop
http://www.winespectator.com/classifieds
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/show/id/48153
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/show/id/48153
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/show/id/48153
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/show/id/48148
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/show/id/48148
http://www.winespectator.com/topics/index/id/california

	winespectator.com
	11 Impressive California Zinfandels | Tasting Highlights | News & Features | Wine Spectator


	JmZWF0dXJlL3Nob3cvaWQvNDgxNzEA: 
	form1: 
	query: 
	scope: [site]
	submit: 


	91bnQ/QWNyb2JhdFdlYkNhcFRJRDQA: 
	form0: 
	button0: 
	button0_(1): 




