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Mark Herold of Napa's Celani Family
winery examines Merlot vines in the
"Tenacious" vineyard block.
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9 Winning California Merlots
New reviews of Golden State reds that raise the bar
on quality

Tim Fish
Posted: June 17, 2013

4

Tasting Highlights bring the best wines from our editors’ most recent
tastings to WineSpectator.com members.

California Merlot is known for its soft and supple flavors. But, as this
selection of new releases shows, the grape can produce the structure
and backbone of Cabernet Sauvignon while still retaining a uniquely
rich texture.

This is especially true with Merlots from 2010, a challenging year for
the variety. Spring was unusually rainy, and summer cold and cloudy,
causing problems with mildew and botrytis. In late August, the sun
and heat arrived with a vengeance, followed by a massive storm in
October.

As a result, the quality of the Merlot crop varied wildly. Most of the
wines show vibrant acidity and no shortage of tannins, while the best
still feature enough fruit to keep everything balanced. Still, a few
examples are hard and chewy, or display herbal and vegetal notes.

You’ll note that Napa dominates this list. Merlot, just like Cabernet
Sauvignon, seems to thrive there. Barring bottlings from Buena Vista
and Charles Krug, however, the wines come at a premium.

I’ll keep tasting new-release 2010s, and even some early-arriving
2011s. Watch for my annual Merlot report this fall.

CELANI FAMILY Tenacious Napa Valley 2010
Score: 92 | $60
Impressively focused and structured, this offers mixed berry and
mineral aromas and rich yet dense flavors of blueberry, dusty mocha
and cedar. Hands off for now. Merlot and Cabernet Franc. Best after
2015. 1,600 cases made. —T.F.

PLUMPJACK Merlot Napa Valley 2010 Score: 92 | $52
Plush and supple, with red currant and toasty vanilla aromas and
layered black cherry, mocha and tomato leaf flavors that linger. Drink
now through 2019. 3,300 cases made. —T.F.

BEHRENS FAMILY The Collector Napa Valley 2009
Score: 91 | $60
Distinctive and rich, with explosive aromas of espresso and black
cherry, offering layered currant, toasty oak and Asian spice flavors.
Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon, Petit Verdot, Syrah and
Tempranillo. Drink now through 2018. 290 cases made. —T.F.

ROBERT FOLEY Merlot Napa Valley 2010 Score: 91 | $52

Free Email Newsletters

Sips & Tips | Wine & Healthy Living
Video Theater | Collecting & Auctions

» View samples
» Or sign up now!
» Manage my newsletter preferences

Classifieds

The marketplace for all your wine
needs, including:

Wine Storage | Wine Clubs 
Dining & Travel | Wine Auctions 
Wine Shops | Wine Accessories

1. Get Over It
2. Thoughts on Tweaking Wine
3. Value Reds Built for Millennials
4. The Battle Against Vinegar
5. Legalize It: Why Sugar Additions Should Be

Allowed in California Wine

Like Like

Member Quick Links
Personal Wine List
Wine Ratings Search
Vintage Charts
Insider
Wine Spectator School
Customer Care

My Library
Value Wines
Top 100 of 2012
Advance
My Courses
Logout

Most Emailed Most Commented

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CT_ip877JUZ7QCqeKlAKu44DwB8jJruoEAAAQASAAUN_psp_-_____wFgye79hsijoBmCARdjYS1wdWItMTYwMDYxNzIxNzI2MjczMsgBAuACAKgDAaoEogFP0AuizDAL7S9HqluDrPxUwyHLaDs734UsO5NayLk9utkIdtnEA5QlFC53NDDkAXVkxJVyWQGBl5oFNdC0XVM6WDjiyHQcPlYr5jQxeH-gGc1mwzSOa5yAK-L4r4I4xCUddPqNU9EKpgzitWVTLhFrbbIkKJU3ociOy16vlAom5AFUiKAtGzhrPs9a4WAon7OXN70YxYlCPpnqCfTK9O7J-TzgBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_044Ki04HDjuKPDkDOvtw9hYU3ZiA&client=ca-pub-1600617217262732&adurl=https://onlinesub.winespectator.com/pubs/M5/WSO/packaged_order_form_0311_v1.jsp%3Fcds_page_id%3D97373%26cds_mag_code%3DWSO%26id%3D1353017022630%26lsid%3D23201603426017727%26vid%3D1%26icid%3Djoin
http://www.winespectator.com/
http://www.winespectator.com/auth/logout
http://www.winespectator.com/join
http://www.winespectator.com/subscribe_sitenav
http://www.zinio.com/checkout/publisher/?productId=118407948&offer=500419817&bd=1&pss=1&WT.mc_id=PUB_WWW_Title_GLOBAL_032112_WineSpectatorPUB
http://www.winespectator.com/customerservice
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CBp7I877JUYDoA-6OlALv5YDACJjT-_wDAAAQASAAUIjewhpgye79hsijoBmCARdjYS1wdWItMTYwMDYxNzIxNzI2MjczMsgBAuACAKgDAaoEogFP0BGn8P2qIGazAFPigN93BUoJN3GHvUgwgGRmnYvPjE68BQQ8UdLGwQdtj6_nkSzx-OI3KCOK4gZ8U0oiGgKLuJG1dQdgMII5sCA7BrZID9JuPk3MoEXbM8uqlkDjeaFfTY9n6LPGlaKCEVkT5bMK2IEmwSHd1kBzfHeqmUPgPwc49IANnksmHmive5BYBS12AOHBTjPSE6yxJ_f2j7NyjZngBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_349z8yIYZO_0O86N9GmgKi2fnyFw&client=ca-pub-1600617217262732&adurl=http://WSWineExperience.com
http://www.winespectator.com/wineratings
http://www.winespectator.com/newsandfeatures
http://www.winespectator.com/collecting
http://www.winespectator.com/learnwine
http://www.winespectator.com/diningandtravel
http://apps.winespectator.com/
http://www.winespectator.com/blogs
http://www.winespectator.com/video
http://www.winespectator.com/forthetrade
http://www.winespectator.com/shop
http://forums.winespectator.com/6/ubb.x
http://www.winespectator.com/category/index/id/15
http://www.winespectator.com/category/index/id/24
http://www.winespectator.com/wwdn
http://www.winespectator.com/category/index/id/16
http://www.winespectator.com/category/index/id/20
http://www.winespectator.com/category/index/id/4
http://www.winespectator.com/health
http://www.winespectator.com/issue
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/show/id/48603
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/show/id/48596
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/show/id/48577
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/show/id/48537
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/show/id/48533
http://www.winespectator.com/category/index/id/tastinghighlights
http://www.winespectator.com/magazine/show/id/48550
http://www.winespectator.com/magazine/show/id/48573
http://www.winespectator.com/magazine/show/id/48573
http://www.winespectator.com/magazine/show/id/48548
http://www.winespectator.com/magazine/show/id/48456
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winespectator.com%2Fwebfeature%2Fshow%2Fid%2F48582&text=9%20Winning%20California%20Merlots%20%7C%20Tasting%20Highlights%20%7C%20News%20%26%20Features%20%7C%20Wine%20Spectator%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winespectator.com%2Fwebfeature%2Fshow%2Fid%2F48582%23.UcnAJ0_XETo.twitter
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winespectator.com%2Fwebfeature%2Fshow%2Fid%2F48582&text=9%20Winning%20California%20Merlots%20%7C%20Tasting%20Highlights%20%7C%20News%20%26%20Features%20%7C%20Wine%20Spectator%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winespectator.com%2Fwebfeature%2Fshow%2Fid%2F48582%23.UcnAJ0_XETo.twitter
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winespectator.com%2Fwebfeature%2Fshow%2Fid%2F48582&text=9%20Winning%20California%20Merlots%20%7C%20Tasting%20Highlights%20%7C%20News%20%26%20Features%20%7C%20Wine%20Spectator%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winespectator.com%2Fwebfeature%2Fshow%2Fid%2F48582%23.UcnAJ0_XETo.twitter
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.winespectator.com%2Fwebfeature%2Fshow%2Fid%2F48582
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/email/id/48582
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/email/id/48582
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/email/id/48582
javascript:window.print();
javascript:window.print();
javascript:window.print();
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/save/id/48582
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/save/id/48582
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/save/id/48582
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=mshanken
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=mshanken
http://www.winespectator.com/
http://www.winespectator.com/newsandfeatures
http://www.winespectator.com/category/index/id/tastinghighlights
http://www.winespectator.com/author/show/id/21
http://www.winespectator.com/classifieds

http://www.winespectator.com/newsletters
http://www.winespectator.com/newsletters
http://lp.winespectator.com/email?source=wso_sm_module
http://lp.winespectator.com/email/preferences
http://www.winespectator.com/classifieds
http://www.winespectator.com/classifieds/show/section/Wine+Storage+Systems
http://www.winespectator.com/classifieds/show/section/Wine+Clubs
http://www.winespectator.com/classifieds/show/section/Dining+and+Travel
http://www.winespectator.com/classifieds/show/section/Auctions
http://www.winespectator.com/classifieds/show/section/Wine+Shops
http://www.winespectator.com/classifieds/show/section/Wine+Accessories+%26+Services
http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/show/id/48587?icid=em_com
http://www.winespectator.com/blogs/show/id/48588?icid=em_com
http://www.winespectator.com/blogs/show/id/48589?icid=em_com
http://www.winespectator.com/blogs/show/id/48584?icid=em_com
http://www.winespectator.com/blogs/show/id/48592?icid=em_com
http://www.winespectator.com/blogs/show/id/48592?icid=em_com
http://www.winespectator.com/pwl
http://www.winespectator.com/wines/search
http://www.winespectator.com/vintagecharts
http://www.winespectator.com/insider
http://www.winespectator.com/school
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/CSGateway?cds_mag_code=WNE
http://www.winespectator.com/mylibrary
http://www.winespectator.com/valuewines
http://www.winespectator.com/display/show?id=top100-2012
http://www.winespectator.com/advance
http://www.winespectator.com/school/userCourses
http://www.winespectator.com/auth/logout


9 Winning California Merlots | Tasting Highlights | News & Features | Wine Spectator

http://www.winespectator.com/webfeature/show/id/48582[6/25/2013 9:07:30 AM]

Forums: Wine Conversations | Share Tasting Notes | Share Dining Tips | Travel Tips | Buying & Selling | Off-Line Events | Wine Education

Help: Customer Care/Manage My Account | FAQ | Contact Us

WineSpectator.com: Become a Member | Give a WineSpectator.com Gift Membership | Wine Spectator School

Wine Spectator Magazine: Subscribe | Digital Subscription | Gift Subscription | Buy Back Issues | Issue Archives | Wine Spectator Retailers | Sell Wine Spectator

Events: Wine Experience | Grand Tour | M. Shanken Events Calendar

Advertise With Us: Wine Spectator Magazine | WineSpectator.com | Wine Spectator Mobile | Online Classifieds | M. Shanken Media Kit

About Us: Site Tour | Editors' Bios | How We Taste | Job Opportunities | Terms of Service | Privacy Policy

Services: Apps | Mobile | E-mail Newsletters | RSS | Video Podcast | Gift Center | Online Wine Courses | Retailer Club

Other M. Shanken Sites: Trade News—Impact and Market Watch | Cigar Aficionado | Food Arts | The Whisky Advocate | Impact Databank Reports

Categories: Wine Ratings | News & Features | Collecting | Learn Wine | Dining & Travel | Blogs | Video | For the Trade | Wine Shops | Classifieds

Copyright © 2013 Wine Spectator Online

 

Sunday, June 30, 2013 
Zinfandel Stars

More from topic California

Combines good focus and structure with richness and power. Aromas
of currant and mineral lead to flavors of cherry, mocha and olive.
Should bloom with time. Best from 2015 through 2021. 900 cases
made. —T.F.

MARTIN RAY Merlot Diamond Mountain District Reserve
2009 Score: 90 | $45
Focused and well-structured, with appealing red currant and toasty
vanilla aromas, featuring layered cherry, tomato leaf and cedar flavors. Drink now through 2018. 800 cases
made. —T.F.

BUENA VISTA Merlot Carneros 2010 Score: 89 | $20
Elegant and balanced, with toasted red currant aromas and lively cherry, tomato leaf and spice flavors that
finish soft, showing ripe tannins. Drink now through 2017. 1,981 cases made. —T.F.

CHARLES KRUG Merlot Napa Valley 2010 Score: 89 | $24
Vibrant and balanced, with red currant and tomato leaf aromas and appealing flavors of cherry, mineral and
spice. Drink now through 2017. 9,217 cases made. —T.F.

PEJU Merlot Napa Valley 2010 Score: 89 | $35
Soft and fleshy, with aromas of currant and black olive, offering straightforward flavors of cherry, herb and
mineral. Drink now through 2018. 4,562 cases made. —T.F.

ST. SUPÉRY Merlot Rutherford 2010 Score: 89 | $50
Well-structured, if a bit tightly wound, showing aromas of black cherry and cedar, with complex but firm
currant, mineral and bitter chocolate flavors. Best from 2014 through 2020. 1,451 cases made. —T.F.
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