Buena Vista wines ready for a new century - Wine - The Detroit News

eEdition Stay Connected Customer Service Shopping

LifeSt\/I @ Eats + Drinks

Homes Jobs Cars Classifieds Advertise

Cuztom Search l\'*

Home News - Sports - Business+Autos = Entertainment:Lifestyle = Opinion = Photos Video

Wine

Resident wine expert Sandra Silfven on all things vino
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Buena Vista wines ready for a new century

BY SANDRA SILFVEN 0 COMMENTS

Buena Vista is one of the oldest names in

Sandra Silfven  California wine history — a winery founded by the
Longtime Hungarian Count Agoston Haraszthy in the late
wine Colungron News 1850s who would plant more than 250 acres to a

host of European grape varieties and build a stone

winery that still stands today. Haraszthy was a

pioneer in modern California viticulture. His credits

R include creating the first gravity-flow winery in
California; excavating the first wine caves in
Sonoma; experimenting with native redwood trees
g+ 0 for wine barrels; and employing premium European
viticultural and enological practices.
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By any standards, he would be a tough act to
< shHARE follow. But Jean-Charles Boisset, rooted in
AA Burgundy and president of Boisset Family Estates,
A has transformed the brand with a massive FIHOT SO N
renovation of the property, an upgrading of the s,
viticulture, a new perspective on the wines and L T

creation of a unique visitors’ experience —
all inspired by the heritage of the brand.

| recently tasted through the affordable Sonoma
line, about $15, available around Metro Detroit at
many Costco stores, Cost Plus in Detroit, all the
Plum Markets, and Market Square in Birmingham.

(Courtesy of Buena Vista)

Did you know? Boisset also owns the California wineries DelLoach,
Raymond, Lockwood, Amberhill, JCB by Jean-Charles Boisset, Frenchie
Winery, Lyeth, California Rabbit and Sonoma Cuvee. Jean-Charles Boisset
is married to Gina Gallo, granddaughter of Julio Gallo. Gina is the
winemaker at Gallo Family Vineyards Sonoma. They are parents of twins
and bought the home once lived in by Robert and Margrit Mondavi.

Buena Vista Sonoma Chardonnay 2011, $15: The Chardonnay
sings with varietal character — green apples, pear, citrus — spiced up and
made more complex by oak and sporting flavors and mouthfeel that would
pass for a far more expensive wine. It's a food wine — bring on the roasted
chicken, the delicate pastas, the broiled seafood.

Buena Vista Sonoma Pinot Noir 2010, $15: Good cherry-berry
aromas, depth of flavor, complexity, intensity — folks this is a $15 or less
Sonoma Pinot. Made by a Frenchman with Burgundian DNA. It has to pass
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Sandra Silfven has written about
wine for more than 25 years. She's
a longtime copy editor at The
Detroit News, as well as a former
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newbies: "If | can figure out this stuff, so can you!"
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his specs. It's the action in the mouth that astonishes — flavors are smooth,
tannins supple, like molten chocolate on the back of the palate. It's a smart

buy for the price.

Buena Vista Sonoma Sauvignon Blanc 2011, $15: A ton of tart-
crisp lime and lemon peel, honeydew melon, and tart-sweet apricot greet
the nose. In the mouth, there is a seductive creaminess on the midpalate,
filled in with the tart citrus and herbaceous notes. That herbaceous, citrus,
minerally character makes for a long, satisfying finish. Such a fine wine for
food — Michigan whitefish, pickeral and lake trout, or lightly sauced shrimp.

It wakes up all the taste buds.

Buena Vista Sonoma Merlot 2010, $15: | love Merlot, and | love
the sassy blackberry, black cherry, dark plums, black licorice seasoned with
cracked black pepper and brown cooking spices (nutmeg, clove). It's so big
and flavorful and complex in the mouth, and coats the palate with sweet,

dusty tannins off the skins.

Buena Vista Cabernet Sauvignon 2010, $15: Cherries, blackberry,
cocoa , cola. Note the sediment on the cork. It's an intense, concentrated
wine that paints the palate with flavors, tannins. It's a wine fruit cocktail,
with layers of flavor — a fun, fruit-forward Cabernet that lets it all hang out.

PREVIOUS POST

4= On the wine shelves: Brancaia,
Matchbook, Franciscan Estates

Join the Conversation

The Detroit News aims to provide a forum that fosters smart, civil discussions on the news and
events that we cover. The News will not condone personal attacks, off topic posts or brutish
language on our site. If you find a comment that you believe violates these standards, please
click the "X" in the upper right corner of the post to report it.

POLICIES

= Community Policy
= Privacy Policy

= Terms of Service

Add acomment...

[OPost to Facebook

H Facebook social plugin

Related Posts in Wine Culture on Wine
DEC 26, 2012, 7:30 AM

Michigan by the Bottle Tasting Room
opens in Shelby Township

Just in time for New Year's Eve, an
industrious Macomb Township couple
have upped their stake in Michigan
wineries by opening the state's first
multi-winery tasting room. CONTINUE
READING — ... CONTINUE READING

DEC 14, 2012, 9:01 AM
Technomic's Top 10
Adult Beverage
Trends for 2013

NOV 20, 2012, 7:52 AM

7 Holiday wines that
your guests will love
for under $20 each

NOV 1, 2012, 7:54 AM

- Wild Horse reds
unleash exceptional
flavors

http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/03/buena-vista/[1/7/2013 11:04:47 AM]

i

OCT 29, 2012, 1:18 AM
FishEye lures casual
drinkers and value
seekers

OCT 25, 2012, 7:30 AM
Bonterra leads the
way for organic
wines

OCT 9, 2012, 1:49 AM
This spot-on brand
has upper ‘Echelon’
appeal

Daniel Howes
Dodge + Burn
Geek Watch
The Good Life
Neal Rubin
Nolan Finley

SPORTS BLOGS

College Sports
Covering the Bases
High School Sports
John Niyo

Lions + NFL

Visit the blog index

Parenting
Politics
Poptropolis
Tax Watchdog

Wine

Pistons + NBA
Red Wings + NHL
Tigers + MLB

Wojo


http://www.detroitnews.com/
http://www.detroitnews.com/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/12/26/michigan-by-the-bottle/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/12/26/michigan-by-the-bottle/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/12/26/michigan-by-the-bottle/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/12/26/michigan-by-the-bottle/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/12/26/michigan-by-the-bottle/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/12/26/michigan-by-the-bottle/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/12/26/michigan-by-the-bottle/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/12/26/michigan-by-the-bottle/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/12/14/technomics-top-10-adult-beverage-trends-for-2013/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/12/14/technomics-top-10-adult-beverage-trends-for-2013/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/12/14/technomics-top-10-adult-beverage-trends-for-2013/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/11/20/winebow-selections-get-you-ready-for-the-holidays/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/11/20/winebow-selections-get-you-ready-for-the-holidays/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/11/20/winebow-selections-get-you-ready-for-the-holidays/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/11/01/wild-horse/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/11/01/wild-horse/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/11/01/wild-horse/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/10/29/fisheye/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/10/29/fisheye/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/10/29/fisheye/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/10/25/bonterra/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/10/25/bonterra/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/10/25/bonterra/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/10/09/this-upper-echelon-is-about-wine/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/10/09/this-upper-echelon-is-about-wine/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2012/10/09/this-upper-echelon-is-about-wine/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/danielhowes
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/photo
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/geekwatch
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/thegoodlife
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/nealrubin
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/nolanfinley
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/parenting
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/politics
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/poptropolis
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/taxwatchdog
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/collegesports
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/coveringthebases
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/highschoolsports
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/johnniyo
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/lions
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/pistons
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/redwings
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/tigers
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wojo
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/
http://detroitnews.com/tos#community
http://detroitnews.com/tos#privacy
http://detroitnews.com/tos
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/02/on-the-wine-shelves-tastes-of-tuscany-and-california/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/02/on-the-wine-shelves-tastes-of-tuscany-and-california/
http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/02/on-the-wine-shelves-tastes-of-tuscany-and-california/
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=209268509117672&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D18%23cb%3Df3e28bcd3f649bc%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fblogs.detroitnews.com%252Ff35967d8a971c4c%26domain%3Dblogs.detroitnews.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=640&href=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.detroitnews.com%2Fwine%2F2013%2F01%2F03%2Fbuena-vista%2F?AcrobatWebCapTID6#

	detroitnews.com
	Buena Vista wines ready for a new century - Wine - The Detroit News


	Fsc2U/QWNyb2JhdFdlYkNhcFRJRDMA: 
	form0: 
	button0: 


	MvMDEvMDMvYnVlbmEtdmlzdGEvAA==: 
	form0: 
	q: 
	input9: 


	JGP0Fjcm9iYXRXZWJDYXBUSUQ2AA==: 
	form1: 
	lsd: AVqAd8O_
	url: http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/03/buena-vista/
	uniqid: u_0_0
	target: http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/03/buena-vista/
	colorscheme: light
	controller_id: feedback_0qHwUL46tMkb59HJA
	locale: en_US
	command: comment
	normalize_grammar: 1
	iframe_referer: http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/03/buena-vista/
	locale_(1): en_US
	input0: 
	lsd_(1): AVqAd8O_
	url_(1): http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/03/buena-vista/
	uniqid_(1): u_0_0
	target_(1): http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/03/buena-vista/
	colorscheme_(1): light
	controller_id_(1): feedback_0qHwUL46tMkb59HJA
	locale_(1)_(2): en_US
	command_(1): comment
	normalize_grammar_(1): 1
	iframe_referer_(1): http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/03/buena-vista/
	locale_(1)_(2)_(3): en_US
	lsd_(1)_(2): AVqAd8O_
	url_(1)_(2): http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/03/buena-vista/
	uniqid_(1)_(2): u_0_0
	target_(1)_(2): http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/03/buena-vista/
	colorscheme_(1)_(2): light
	controller_id_(1)_(2): feedback_0qHwUL46tMkb59HJA
	locale_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4): en_US
	command_(1)_(2): comment
	normalize_grammar_(1)_(2): 1
	iframe_referer_(1)_(2): http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/03/buena-vista/
	locale_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4)_(5): en_US
	input0_(1): 
	lsd_(1)_(2)_(3): AVqAd8O_
	url_(1)_(2)_(3): http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/03/buena-vista/
	uniqid_(1)_(2)_(3): u_0_0
	target_(1)_(2)_(3): http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/03/buena-vista/
	colorscheme_(1)_(2)_(3): light
	controller_id_(1)_(2)_(3): feedback_0qHwUL46tMkb59HJA
	locale_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4)_(5)_(6): en_US
	command_(1)_(2)_(3): comment
	normalize_grammar_(1)_(2)_(3): 1
	iframe_referer_(1)_(2)_(3): http://blogs.detroitnews.com/wine/2013/01/03/buena-vista/
	locale_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4)_(5)_(6)_(7): en_US
	text: Add a comment...
	post_to_profile: Off




