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SPARKLING

Segura Viudas N/V Cava Brut Rosado, Penedès, Catalunya, Spain $16

Louis Bouillot N/V Perle d'Aurore Rose Crémant de Bourgogne,
Burgundy, France $26

WHITE

Gunderloch Fritz's 2009 Riesling Rheinhessen, Germany $17

Ogier Cotes du Rhone 2011 Heritages Blanc, Rhone Valley, France $17

Mission Hill 2011 Reserve Riesling Okanagan $20

Kendall-Jackson 2009 Avant Chardonnay, Sonoma County, California
$20

Quails' Gate 2011 Chardonnay, Okanagan Valley $20

Château Ste Michelle 2010 Eroica, Columbia Valley, Washington, $33

CedarCreek Platinum 2010 Chardonnay, Okanagan Valley $30

RED

Altos Los Hormigas 2011 Clasico Malbec, Mendoza, Argentina $15

Tinhorn Creek 2009 Pinot Noir, Okanagan Valley $19

Vina Cobos 2011 Felino Malbec, Mendoza, Argentina $20

La Domeliere 2010 Rasteau Cotes du Rhone Villages, Rhone Valley,
France $20

Josef Chromy 2010 Pinot Noir, Tasmania, South Australia $30

La Crema Pinot Noir 2009 Sonoma Coast, California $30
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Château de la Gardine 2009 Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Rhone Valley,
France $55

As we have suggested for years, there are no right or wrong choices to
serve at Christmas dinner. But experience has taught me that if your
dinner involves multiple guests and a mix of ages, and even generations,
great wines from old vintages, the kind that require attention, are not
recommended. That means red wines with soft tannins and white wines
with a reasonably fruity, aromatic demeanour.

Our suggestions for 2012 are based on a quintet of Christmas dinner
main courses: vegetarian, turkey, ham, beef or lamb.

If ham is on the menu, or any kind of charcuterie, think off-dry Riesling.
The fruit and acidity is a perfect foil to the smoke and salt. There is good
news for vegetarians who seem to prosper at Christmas thanks to the
many meatless, vegetable side dishes and trimmings that combine
brilliantly with the emerging category of aromatic blends. That said, the
same wines work just as well with turkey - although it's hard to beat a
fruit-forward Chardonnay or New World Pinot Noir. If red blends are your
thing, consider a tasty blend of Rhone red varieties. If lamb is on the
menu, the slam-dunk match is Syrah, but Syrah blends are equally
welcomed, as is Malbec with its savoury, juicy dark fruit flavours. The
former could be French or Argentine.

Finally, before you dine, be sure to consider sparkling wine to settle
everyone down. Given the festivities of Christmas, we suggest rose
champagne. Happy holidays and plan ahead.

© Copyright (c) The Vancouver Sun
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