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By FRED TASKER — McClatchy-Tribune News Service

Probably no other California winery boasts a history as colorful as that of Buena Vista Winery of
Sonoma.

It's a story of colorful European nobility, a soldier from the 1917 Russian Revolution's White Army
and finally a top-ranked French wine producer coming to the rescue.

Two hundred years ago in Hungary's famed
wine city of Tokaj, Agoston Haraszthy was born
to a winemaking family of minor nobility. He
learned to make wine by age 5.

As an adult, he started a family, but, frustrated
by Hungarian social and commercial immobility,
he came to the United States by 1840. In 1849
he took his family by wagon train to California.

Visiting Sonoma County, he was enchanted by

its wine-making potential, In 1857 he built the

state's first progressive winery, with gravity flow

winemaking, California redwood barrels and a
series of aging caves dug by Chinese workers. He imported thousands of top-quality European
vines and dubbed himself "The Count of Buena Vista."

Then tragedy happened. In the late 1860s his vines were attacked by the root louse phylloxera. He
traveled then to Nicaragua to make rum, but was killed by a crocodile there while crossing a river.
Buena Vista Winery went bankrupt.

Ensuing years only made things worse, with the financial panic of the 1880s, the earthquake of
1906, the Great Depression, Prohibition and World War 1.
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In 1943, finally, a new family bought the winery, rebuilt it, replanted its grapes. And in a stroke of
genius, it hired the genius Andre Tchelistcheff as consulting winemaker.

Tchelistcheff was born in Russia, and, in the 1917 Revolution joined the White Russian Army
opposing the Bolsheviks. When his side lost, he had to flee. He ended up in Paris studying wine,

later emigrating to California.

Hardships weren't over. In the 1960s a series of ownership changes again hurt the winery's
image.

But in 2011, new owners again arrived. Jean-Charles Boisset of Boisset Family Estates, producers
of fine wine in France's vaunted Burgundy region, again has renovated the old winery and planted

new vines.

To mark the 200th anniversary of Haraszthy's birth, the company is releasing a new series of wine
from Sonoma. Yet again, hopes are high.

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED:

-2010 Buena Vista Sonoma Merlot: spicy black cherry and black pepper aromas and flavors, full-
bodied, smooth, long finish; $15.

-2011 Buena Vista Sonoma Chardonnay: golden delicious apples and toast, medium body, long
finish; $15.

RECOMMENDED:

-2011 Buena Vista Sonoma Sauvignon Blanc: crisp and lively, with citrus and green apple flavors;
$15.

-2010 Buena Vista Sonoma Pinot Noir: aromas of camellias, flavors of red raspberries and
espresso; $15.

-2010 Buena Vista Sonoma Zinfandel: aromas and flavors of black plums and black pepper, spicy;
$15.

-2010 Buena Vista Sonoma Cabernet Sauvignon: aromas and flavors of earth, cassis and spice,
full and smooth; $15.
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< PREVIOUS STORY

4 BACK TO TOP

NEXT STORY >

Tidbits: Plenty of flavors Carolina cook serves up savories, sweets

in new book
7-; 4 =il

Boost Testosterone The New Skinny Pill

Saint Helena Debt ~ Banks Lower Refi 1 Sneaky Linguistic

Levels Relief... Rate - Trick
. & United State

B
Fag 1
s i sl

Save Up To

Ready for The Electronic

Frenzy Over New How to Feel 18

Wine: Storied history marked by Sonoma's Buena Vista Winery | Food & Wine | Tri-CityHerald.com#storylink=rss#tstorylink=rss

R MM Promotions

=88 Company / Christmas
I Moments Gift Fai
$1 off admission

Quiznos
$5 sub, salad, wrap or
soup

Search local inventory, coupons and more

=

Powered by

findosave

MOST POPULAR STORIES  Hide ~

2012 General Election results for state, Mid-
Columbia

Gay marriage, marijuana backed in historic
votes

Kennewick man accused of offering to pay
teen for sex on camera

Obama wins re-election

Jerome Delvin appears on way to Benton
County Commission

Blue bridge to reopen this morning, official
says

http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/05/2159572/wine-storied-history-marked-by.html#storylink=rss[11/7/2012 11:21:37 AM]


http://www.mcclatchyreprints.com/
http://www.mcclatchyreprints.com/
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/05/2159571/tidbits-plenty-of-flavors.html
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/05/2159571/tidbits-plenty-of-flavors.html
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/05/2159567/carolina-cook-serves-up-savories.html
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/05/2159567/carolina-cook-serves-up-savories.html
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/05/2159567/carolina-cook-serves-up-savories.html
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2012/10/18/how-to-quickly-boost-your-testosterone-2/?fc_id=47076&fc_app_id=6893&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2012/10/18/how-to-quickly-boost-your-testosterone-2/?fc_id=47076&fc_app_id=6893&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2012/10/18/how-to-quickly-boost-your-testosterone-2/?fc_id=47076&fc_app_id=6893&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=4fb416a71dc5b&adId=37250&pos=2&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=4fb416a71dc5b&adId=37250&pos=2&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2012/09/05/new-program-can-cut-credit-card-debt-by-up-to-50-percent/?fc_id=44465&fc_app_id=6893&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2012/09/05/new-program-can-cut-credit-card-debt-by-up-to-50-percent/?fc_id=44465&fc_app_id=6893&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2012/09/05/new-program-can-cut-credit-card-debt-by-up-to-50-percent/?fc_id=44465&fc_app_id=6893&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=5037b70aebe64&adId=43150&pos=4&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=5037b70aebe64&adId=43150&pos=4&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=5037b70aebe64&adId=43150&pos=4&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=4fdb86952257e&adId=37987&pos=5&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=4fdb86952257e&adId=37987&pos=5&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=4fdb86952257e&adId=37987&pos=5&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=4ef23b8b4cc6f&adId=33946&pos=6&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=4ef23b8b4cc6f&adId=33946&pos=6&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=4fd49b490c859&adId=37828&pos=7&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=4fd49b490c859&adId=37828&pos=7&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=5012ed82dba2a&adId=41045&pos=8&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=5012ed82dba2a&adId=41045&pos=8&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2012/04/18/how-to-feel-18-years-old-again-men-only/?fc_id=42055&fc_app_id=6893&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2012/04/18/how-to-feel-18-years-old-again-men-only/?fc_id=42055&fc_app_id=6893&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=504f3e4e46b34&adId=44367&pos=10&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=6893&zid=504f3e4e46b34&adId=44367&pos=10&impt=1352315880.857678529781&zoneId=405&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tri-cityherald.com%2F2012%2F11%2F05%2F2159572%2Fwine-storied-history-marked-by.html%23storylink%3Drss
http://findnsave.tri-cityherald.com/Coupon/120358/Miracle-Ear?ac=coupons_api#wgt=fnscombo
http://findnsave.tri-cityherald.com/Coupon/120358/Miracle-Ear?ac=coupons_api#wgt=fnscombo
http://findnsave.tri-cityherald.com/Coupon/120615/MM-Promotions-Company-Christmas-Moments-Gift-Fai?ac=coupons_api#wgt=fnscombo
http://findnsave.tri-cityherald.com/Coupon/120615/MM-Promotions-Company-Christmas-Moments-Gift-Fai?ac=coupons_api#wgt=fnscombo
http://findnsave.tri-cityherald.com/Coupon/120615/MM-Promotions-Company-Christmas-Moments-Gift-Fai?ac=coupons_api#wgt=fnscombo
http://findnsave.tri-cityherald.com/Coupon/120615/MM-Promotions-Company-Christmas-Moments-Gift-Fai?ac=coupons_api#wgt=fnscombo
http://findnsave.tri-cityherald.com/Coupon/120360/Quiznos?ac=coupons_api#wgt=fnscombo
http://findnsave.tri-cityherald.com/Coupon/120360/Quiznos?ac=coupons_api#wgt=fnscombo
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/06/2161267/2012-general-election-results.html#storylink=omni_popular#wgt=pop
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/06/2161267/2012-general-election-results.html#storylink=omni_popular#wgt=pop
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/07/2161814/gay-marriage-marijuana-backed.html#storylink=omni_popular#wgt=pop
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/07/2161814/gay-marriage-marijuana-backed.html#storylink=omni_popular#wgt=pop
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/10/10/2130389/kennewick-man-charged-with-sexual.html#storylink=omni_popular#wgt=pop
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/10/10/2130389/kennewick-man-charged-with-sexual.html#storylink=omni_popular#wgt=pop
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/06/2161519/obama-wins-re-election.html#storylink=omni_popular#wgt=pop
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/07/2161709/jerome-delvin-appears-on-way-to.html#storylink=omni_popular#wgt=pop
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/07/2161709/jerome-delvin-appears-on-way-to.html#storylink=omni_popular#wgt=pop
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/07/2161733/blue-bridge-to-reopen-this-morning.html#storylink=omni_popular#wgt=pop
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/2012/11/07/2161733/blue-bridge-to-reopen-this-morning.html#storylink=omni_popular#wgt=pop

	tri-cityherald.com
	Wine: Storied history marked by Sonoma's Buena Vista Winery | Food & Wine | Tri-CityHerald.com#storylink=rss#storylink=rss


	Fsc2U/QWNyb2JhdFdlYkNhcFRJRDQA: 
	form0: 
	button0: 


	1ieS5odG1sI3N0b3J5bGluaz1yc3MA: 
	miSearchForm: 
	q: 
	button5: 


	1ieS5odG1sI3N0b3J5bGluaz1yc3MA: 
	classad-search: 
	s: 
	input3: 




