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Burgundy is the birthplace of not just delicious wine and Beef Bourguignon but the grand-pere of all
charity wine auctions, The Hospice de Beaune. Now in its 152nd year, the auction, currently organized
and run by the Burgundy Wine Board, the Hospice Civil de Beaune, and the venerable Christie's auction
house, attracts bidders and spectators from around the globe. Three glorious days of wine tasting, black
tie dinners, and street festivals precede the auction, held on the third Sunday of the month. In tandem
with cooking heavier foods in the fall, we make sure our tuxedos are pressed and our bowties are at the
ready--the Hospice de Beaune is one of our favorite events of the season.

Contrary to popular belief, the auction and many events are open to the public, and Beaune is a hive of
activity, with wine lovers coming from across the region and around the world to celebrate the joys of
Burgundy wine. We enjoy local restaurants Le Cheval Noir and Loiseau des Vignes, but you better make a
reservation about the same time you book your airline ticket. A seat at Saturday night's Chapter Dinner at
Clos de Vougeot is also a highly sought after commodity.

As exciting as the auction itself can be, the majority of the action leading up to Sunday's climax in the
Halle de Beaune takes place over lunch and dinner in restaurants and chateaus within the medieval
ramparts of the town of Beaune itself and the surrounding vineyard-covered countryside. The Chateau de
Beaune, the de facto symbol of the town and home to Bouchard Pere et Fils, opens its cellars and tasting
room for tours, as well as for a series of private dinners and lunches for select wine merchants, press, and
high-end collectors who count Bouchard's wines among their most precious bottles. Nearby Bouchard
Ainé et Fils, now owned by the Boisset family, opens their cellars for an interactive food and wine tasting.
Our friend Jean-Charles Boisset designed the fun displays that help to explain the scents and flavors of
wine. A short drive south of Beaune brings you to the charming village of Pommard with its picturesque
town square. Anne Parent, the 13th generation winemaker at Domaine Parent will be happy to taste you
through her fine line of luscious wines.

On Saturday morning, Beaune's Palais de Congres plays host to a grand-scale tasting of wine from every
appellation in Burgundy, included the storied Romanee Conti. You will need a little food to soak up all
that good wine, so our first stop is always the gougere stand near the entrance. The piping hot cheese
filled pastry makes a perfect breakfast, and recently-vinted Chardonnay and Pinot Noir are an excellent
stand-in for coffee.

The 2010 auction set a record for the highest price paid for a single barrel: The final barrel of the
afternoon, 500 liters of Beaune Premier Cru, cuvée Nicolas Rolin, sold for 400,000 euro. Last year's
auction brought in the highest total to date, 5,402,333 euro, although there were more barrels sold at a
lower average price than the prior year. While poor weather conditions in the spring and hail at the end
of July have led to a much smaller grape crop this year, by our reckoning the quality of wine from the
Burgundy vintage of 2012 is excellent, and lower yields mean that the best wines will be harder to come
by and thus worth more as they age. The president, or host of this year's auction, to be held on Sunday,
November 18, is Carla Bruni-Sarkozy. Proceeds will go to the Carla Bruni-Sarkozy Foundation, which
supports people who are physically or socially deprived of access to the arts and culture, and to the Idée

Donna Brazile
On Election Day, Republicans
Suffered Consequences of
Voter Suppression Strategy

Marlo Thomas
Twelve Tips for Better Sleep

WATCH: Say Goodbye To
Your Girlfriends, Straight
Guys 

 
'CSI' Star Files For
Bankruptcy 

 
Residents In More Than A
Dozen States File
Secession Petitions 

 
WATCH: Live Stream Of
Total Solar Eclipse 

 
Residents In More Than
30 States File Secession
Petitions 

 
Rick Perry Takes Stand
On Texas Secession Issue

 
WATCH: Brawl Erupts
After NASCAR Drivers
Wreck 

 
Ryan: 'Urban' Areas Gave
Obama The Win 

 
'The Simpsons' Mock Karl
Rove (PHOTO) 

DON'T MISS HUFFPOST BLOGGERS

1 of 5

SHARE THIS STORY

Like You and 11 others like this.11
  

Submit this story

Like 258k

Recommend 599

Like 63k

Like 13k

Like 28k

Like 8k

Like 2k

Like 7k

Like 3k

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Bidding%20On%20Burgundy%20At%20The%20Hospice%20De%20Beaune%20http%3A%2F%2Fhuff.to%2FZeCvmw%20via%20%40HuffPostTravel&lang=en
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Bidding%20On%20Burgundy%20At%20The%20Hospice%20De%20Beaune%20http%3A%2F%2Fhuff.to%2FZeCvmw%20via%20%40HuffPostTravel&lang=en
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/hospice-de-beaune
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/jeff-jenssen
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/le-cheval-noir
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/loiseau-des-vignes
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/mike-desimone
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/world-wine-guys
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/world-wine-guys
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/beaune
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/burgundy
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/burgundy-wine
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/christies-wine-auction
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/jean-charles-boisset
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/jean-charles-boisset
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/slidepollajax
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/worldwineguys
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/travel
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/donna-brazile/republicans-suffered-cons_b_2124539.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/donna-brazile/republicans-suffered-cons_b_2124539.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/donna-brazile/republicans-suffered-cons_b_2124539.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/donna-brazile/republicans-suffered-cons_b_2124539.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/marlo-thomas/twelve-tips-for-better-sleep_b_2095206.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/marlo-thomas/twelve-tips-for-better-sleep_b_2095206.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/12/college-humor-gay-men-will-marry-your-girlfriends-video_n_2117777.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/12/college-humor-gay-men-will-marry-your-girlfriends-video_n_2117777.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/12/college-humor-gay-men-will-marry-your-girlfriends-video_n_2117777.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/12/college-humor-gay-men-will-marry-your-girlfriends-video_n_2117777.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/13/gary-dourdan-bankruptcy-csi-star-files-bankruptcy-bankrupt_n_2121187.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/13/gary-dourdan-bankruptcy-csi-star-files-bankruptcy-bankrupt_n_2121187.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/13/gary-dourdan-bankruptcy-csi-star-files-bankruptcy-bankrupt_n_2121187.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/12/secession-petition-white-house_n_2116620.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/12/secession-petition-white-house_n_2116620.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/12/secession-petition-white-house_n_2116620.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/12/secession-petition-white-house_n_2116620.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/13/total-solar-eclipse-2012-live-video-photos_n_2122596.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/13/total-solar-eclipse-2012-live-video-photos_n_2122596.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/13/total-solar-eclipse-2012-live-video-photos_n_2122596.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/13/petition-to-secede-states_n_2120410.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/13/petition-to-secede-states_n_2120410.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/13/petition-to-secede-states_n_2120410.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/13/petition-to-secede-states_n_2120410.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/12/rick-perry-secession_n_2120453.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/12/rick-perry-secession_n_2120453.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/12/rick-perry-secession_n_2120453.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/11/jeff-gordon-clint-bowyer-fight-nascar-brawl_n_2115101.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/11/jeff-gordon-clint-bowyer-fight-nascar-brawl_n_2115101.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/11/jeff-gordon-clint-bowyer-fight-nascar-brawl_n_2115101.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/11/jeff-gordon-clint-bowyer-fight-nascar-brawl_n_2115101.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/13/paul-ryan-obama-win_n_2121348.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/13/paul-ryan-obama-win_n_2121348.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/13/paul-ryan-obama-win_n_2121348.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/12/the-simpsons-karl-rove-blackboard-gag_n_2116222.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/12/the-simpsons-karl-rove-blackboard-gag_n_2116222.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/12/the-simpsons-karl-rove-blackboard-gag_n_2116222.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fmike-desimone-and-jeff-jenssen%2Fbidding-in-burgundy-france_b_2102515.html&title=mike-desimone-and-jeff-jenssen: Bidding+On+Burgundy+At+The+Hospice+De+Beaune
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fmike-desimone-and-jeff-jenssen%2Fbidding-in-burgundy-france_b_2102515.html&title=mike-desimone-and-jeff-jenssen: Bidding+On+Burgundy+At+The+Hospice+De+Beaune
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


Mike DeSimone and Jeff Jenssen: Bidding On Burgundy At The Hospice De Beaune#slide=1742182#slide=1742189

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mike-desimone-and-jeff-jenssen/bidding-in-burgundy-france_b_2102515.html#slide=1742189[11/13/2012 3:20:02 PM]

Wines of the Southern
Hemisphere: The
Complete Guide

Foundation, whose goal is to fight illiteracy.

The Chateau du Clos de Vougeot, where Saturday night's dinner is held, is a grand 16th century
Renaissance-style manor house, with a wine cellar dating back to the 12th century. It has been owned
since 1945 by the Confrerie des Chevaliers du Tastevin, a worldwide organization dedicated to the love of
wine from Burgundy. The above-ground cellar, with its four enormous antique wine presses, is now used
for monthly dinners. No matter how many times we pack ourselves into long, narrow tables with six
hundred other revelers, we still marvel as servers gracefully glide down the narrow aisles, placing hot
plates in front of each diner, as finely choreographed as a classic ballet. Everyone who has been to a
dinner here talks about the swinging of napkins over the head as the crowd sings along to a band playing
French drinking songs, and it doesn't take long to realize that with no room to dance, napkin-swinging is
as rowdy as you can get without leaving your seat. One of the really fun things about this weekend wine
fest is you never know who you are going to meet. Last year, we were seated shoulder-to-shoulder with
wine writer Jancis Robinson, and we chatted with president Ines de la Fressange, the model and fashion
designer, and the previous year we shared a train ride back to Paris with figure skating legend Dorothy
Hamill.
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