
Aluminum Framed Tackle Box Installation 
Instructions  
Inside Mounting 

 

 
 
Step 1: First determine where you would like your new tackle unit to 
be mounted. It is important to draw out the outside shape of the tackle 
box on your mounting area. (Important - Remove the white seal around 
the outside edge of the frame. (This is simply to protect the frame 
during transit) This will allow you to locate your door and feel 
comfortable with the final orientation. 
 
Step 2: Measure in 1/2" from the outside tracing to establish your 
hole cutout.  
 
Optional Step 
Step 3: Place masking tape around outside of hole cutout. This helps 
protect your fiberglass from small scuffs and scrapes while cutting 
your hole. 
 
Note: It is important to determine that there are no electrical wires, 
hoses, steering cables, etc. behind the area before cutting. 
 
Step 4: Cut the marked cutout hole using a saber saw or other cutting 
tool. Always wear safety glasses and observe all safety precautions. 
 
Step 5: Once the hole is cut in the mounting surface the part can be 
set in to test fit. If the hole is a little tight, sand or trim the 
cutout to expand the opening. 
 
Step 6: For larger storage systems (generally recommended on any box 
heavier than 15 lbs.), it is necessary to support the back end of the 
box to keep from putting undo stress on the frame. On these heavier 
boxes, you do not want the box hanging off the frame but rather resting 
on the bottom lip of the cutout and a support block (exhibit 1). This 
support block can be cut from King Starboard®, Starlite, treated lumber 



or any other marine grade material. The block should be secured in 
place with screws to assure it does not vibrate out of place. To 
measure the required height of the box, rest a level on the lower edge 
of the cutout and measure to (Exhibit 2).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 7: Once you are comfortable with your hole cutout you have to 
evaluate the wall thickness of your fiberglass. Mounting requires a 
minimum of 1/2" thick fiberglass wall thickness to screw into. If you 
already have 1/2" of fiberglass thickness skip to step 10. 
 
Step 8: If you have less than 1/2" fiberglass wall thickness, you must 
fasten strips through the front of the fiberglass mounting surface such 
that the fasteners are covered by the door frame when installed. These 
strips can be any marine grade material (King Starboard, King Starlite, 
Expanded PVC, Marine Grade Plywood, Etc.)  
 
Step 9: Drill pilot holes no further than 1/4" away from the hole 
cutout and countersink holes for #8 fasteners. Take care with your 
countersink to ensure you do not exceed 1/2" away from cutout as you 
want to make sure your frame will cover your fasteners. Run #8 
stainless steel screws through your pilot holes and into your build up 
strips. Repeat on all 4 sides of your door 
 
Optional Step 
Step 10: Run a bead of marine grade sealer around the hole cutout. 
This sealer will help repel water and help to keep the screws from 
vibrating loose.  
 
Step 11: Place your door into your cutout and drill 1/8" pilot holes 
through the mounting holes on the inside flange of your frame into your 
fiberglass and/or build-up strips. 
 
Optional Step 

Exhibit 
1  
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2  



Step 12: Add a dab of Tef-Gel to each mounting hole. Tef-Gel helps 
prevent galvanic corrosion and keeps your fasteners from seizing. 
 
Step 13: Fasten your door slowly with # 8 screws. Take care not to 
over tighten and bend your frame out of square. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 14: Clean off any excess sealer and allow to dry as needed.  
 
Step 15: Enjoy your new part! 
 
 

With ½” Wall Thickness With Additional Build-Up  


