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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE — March 27, 2017 

 
AS PERMIT DEADLINE LOOMS, NEW YORKERS URGE CUOMO 

TO BLOCK NORTHERN ACCESS EXPORT PIPELINE 

Contact: 
Diana Strablow, Sierra Club Niagara Group: (716) 523-4446 
Joseph Gibson, Clean Air Council: (716) 444-6427 
Lia Oprea, landowner facing eminent domain: (310) 770-3288 

Albany, NY — With less than two weeks left before the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) must grant or deny critical permits for National Fuel’s proposed Northern Access 
Pipeline, New Yorkers and allies from neighboring states gathered in the state capital to protest the 
controversial project. Landowners facing eminent domain, conservationists and concerned residents 
marched from DEC headquarters to the capitol building, where they spoke of the threat the pipeline 
would pose to their health, safety, air, water and livelihoods. The group also delivered copies of a letter 
signed by more than 140 organizations, businesses and faith communities calling on the DEC and 
Governor Andrew Cuomo to deny air and water permits for the 99-mile pipeline. 
 
If built, Northern Access would transport gas obtained from Pennsylvania’s Marcellus Shale using 
hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking.” The high-pressure pipeline would move half a billion cubic feet of gas 
per day through Allegany, Cattaraugus and Erie Counties in Western New York, connecting with an 
existing pipeline for export to Canada.  
 
“It’s unbelievable,” says Lia Oprea, whose property is on the planned pipeline route. “My family has 
owned our land for four generations; we’ve been trout fishing in the area since the 1830s and our land is 
on the National Historic Register [as the Rider-Hopkins Farm and Olmsted Camp]. Now, 
a multi-billion-dollar corporation wants to endanger our lives and our water so they can make more 
money. That’s not right. We’re prepared to go to court to protect our working farm, our source of 
income, our heritage and our quality of life." 

The Northern Access project would require trenching across 192 streams and 270 wetlands, including 
New York State-protected trout streams and 13 miles of an aquifer that provides water for thousands of 
residents. Fifty miles of the pipeline would go through forested lands. Digging through waterways and 
clear-cutting trees for the project would threaten cold water fisheries and trout populations, for which 
the region is known; it could also put several state and federal endangered species at risk, including the 
dwarf wedgemussel, eastern hellbender salamander, northern harrier and bald eagle. 

In April 2016, the DEC denied a key water-quality certificate for the Constitution Pipeline, a gas pipeline 
that was proposed through the Southern Tier and western Catskills. It would have involved fewer stream 
and wetland crossings than Northern Access but similar construction methods. The DEC concluded the 
Constitution Pipeline would have endangered New York water. 

“Western New York deserves the same protection for our water, air and residents,” says Diana Strablow, 
a member of the Sierra Club Niagara Group. “There should be no sacrifice zones. We’re asking Governor 
Cuomo and the DEC to do the right thing and deny the water quality certificate and air permits for this 

2 



destructive project. Not only do we have a moral obligation to stop enabling fracking in Pennsylvania, 
we must protect our finite supply of fresh water.” 
 
Governor Cuomo, in his 2017 State of the State address, said New York “must double down by investing 
in the fight against dirty fossil fuels and fracked gas from neighboring states to achieve the goals 
outlined in the Governor’s Clean Energy Standard.” The Northern Access Pipeline would undermine 
those goals, as well as Cuomo’s plan to cut greenhouse gas emissions.  

National Fuel has estimated that additional facilities, equipment and pipeline leakage associated with its 
project would produce almost 140,000 tons per year of CO2-equivalent greenhouse gases. However, 
when all the gas to be carried in the pipeline is burned, Northern Access would be responsible for tens 
of millions of tons of greenhouse gas emissions  pumped into the atmosphere every year.  

"Think about your kids," says Strablow. "We need to transition to renewables—for energy and job 
creation—not use our state as a thruway for fossil fuels that hurt people and the climate.” 

The project would also mean a large new compressor station and two miles of adjacent pipeline in 
Pendleton, NY, a ten-fold compressor-station expansion in Elma, NY, and a dehydration facility in the 
town of Wheatfield—all in residential areas. 
 
“Compressor stations are what push gas through these high-pressure pipelines,” says Joseph Gibson, a 
Western New York resident and organizer with Clean Air Council. “They’re also extremely toxic. They 
constantly emit carcinogenic VOCs [volatile organic compounds], carbon monoxide, smog-forming gases, 
and other pollutants. You don’t want your family living near these pipelines, and especially not near 
these facilities.” 
 
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the agency that oversees interstate natural gas pipelines, 
dismissed landowner objections and issued its final approval, a Certificate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity, in February. That allows National Fuel to petition a federal judge for eminent domain 
condemnation of properties whose owners have refused to sign contracts. Proceedings are expected to 
be scheduled in the next few weeks. According to Gibson, National Fuel attorneys will likely ask for 
“quick take” condemnation, allowing them to build the pipeline before compensating landowners who 
have not given consent, a direct violation of the fifth amendment of the Constitution. Many landowners 
have likewise cried foul since the gas is not intended for local use, making this a matter of private profit 
rather than public need. 
 
The DEC is bound by federal deadline to make a decision on air and water permits for the Northern 
Access Pipeline by Friday, April 7th. 
 
Landowners available for comment: 
Lia Oprea: 310-770-3288 Jim & Gail Mangus: 716-877-0997 
Russell & Darlene Vacinek: 716-982-2788 Joe & Theresa Schueckler: 585-933-8098 
 
Landowner stories & photos: https://goo.gl/Ug9H15 (also see below, page 7) 
 

### 
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MAPS 
Northern Access Pipeline -- Northern Access 2016 Project Environmental Assessment (FERC) 
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PRESS COVERAGE TIMELINE 
 
Public accountability report takes aim at National Fuel  
PIPELINE: Report looks at lobbyists, funding, executive earnings. 
Niagara Gazette - Mia Summerson - March 25, 2017 
The Public Accountability Initiative has released a report detailing . . . the lobbying practices, funding 
sources, dividend payouts, rate increases and executive earnings related to the project and National Fuel 
itself.  
(full report linked to on page 18 of this packet) 

To dig, or not to dig?  Northern Access opponents express continued concern over pipeline 
Olean Times Herald - Kathleen Kellogg - March 20, 2017 
“I don’t want to get taken advantage of, and it will set a standard,” said Schuekler, who noted Sunday 
during a hiking tour of the access route of the proposed pipeline that he is reluctant to agree to a National 
Fuel Gas recent purchase offer because it has no benefit for Western New York.  He bristles at the 
prospect of eminent domain to seize his land to transport gas that he feels is only intended to increase 
company profits. 
 
Pipeline will destroy a long tradition of farming 
Buffalo News, Another Voice - Lia Oprea - March 20, 2017 
We have been called activists, environmentalists, rabble-rousers, troublemakers . . . [because] we are 
against the Northern Access Pipeline. But if you have a moment to listen, we’d like to tell you who we 
really are. 
We are farmers. We are like you. We work for a living. We see our friends in church on Sunday and we 
are back out in our barns that evening milking cows, tending to cattle or ordering seeds for spring. 
 
New York Rebuts NFG Effort to Circumvent State Permits for Northern Access 
Natural Gas Intel - Jamison Cocklin - March 15, 2017 
The NYSDEC said the companies arguments are unsupported, meritless and ignore facts.  The agency 
said FERC’s order issuing a certificate of public convenience and necessity was conditioned on the 
applicants obtaining state permits and authorizations. 
 
Petition claims pipeline approval was unjustified  
Lockport Union-Sun Journal - Mia Summerson - March 8, 2017 
Attorney Gary A. Abraham, acting on behalf of Pendleton, writes in the petition, filed on Monday, that 
FERC’s approval of the project was inappropriate on several grounds. The petition states that federal 
approval prior to state approval of related water quality permits violates the Clean Water Act and that the 
approval infringes upon Pendleton’s zoning code. 
 
Repairs at Natural Gas Station Cause Concerns Around Towns 
East Aurora Advertiser - Shelly Ferullo - March 1, 2017 
Weeks after the strong odor of natural gas was detected in the area on Feb. 7, local law enforcement and 
community leaders have not heard directly from National Fuel about what caused the odor. 
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http://www.niagara-gazette.com/news/local_news/public-accountability-report-takes-aim-at-national-fuel/article_30dbb94e-6dee-57ca-992e-05873090e826.html
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http://www.mywnynews.com/east_aurora_advertiser/news/latest_news/article_7d04c8a6-fea0-11e6-a8c8-87e06331cea5.html
http://buffalonews.com/2017/03/20/another-voice-pipeline-will-destroy-long-tradition-farming/
http://www.niagara-gazette.com/news/local_news/public-accountability-report-takes-aim-at-national-fuel/article_30dbb94e-6dee-57ca-992e-05873090e826.html
http://www.naturalgasintel.com/articles/109770-new-york-rebuts-nfg-effort-to-circumvent-state-permits-for-northern-access


Residents Concerned Over Proposed Northern Access Pipeline 
Spectrum News - Capital Tonight with Liz Benjamin - February 22, 2017 
"One of the main concerns that we have is the fact that there's cancer-causing agents that would be 
released into the air," said Jennifer Wozniak, co-founder of Wheatfield Action Team. Wozniak lives just 
1,000 feet from the proposed site. 
 
DEC Holds Hearing for Gas Pipeline Project 
East Aurora Advertiser - Shelly Ferullo - February 15, 2017 
The Department of Environmental Conservation listened to comments last week in regards to National 
Fuel Gas Supply Corporation’s proposed Northern Access 2016 project. The public was invited to 
comment about the project on three different occasions before the department will decide whether to grant 
permits for the projects. One of the public hearings was held at Iroquois High School on Feb. 8 at 6 p.m. 
 
Public hearings on Northern Access Pipeline 
WGRZ - Channel 2, Jeff Preval - February 7, 2017 
The proposed 97-mile pipeline would run through Western New York and pump gas from Pennsylvania 
through several counties. It's planned to run through parts of Cattaraugus, Allegany and Erie counties and 
would include constructing compressor stations in Pendleton and Elma, as well as a dehydration station in 
Wheatfield. 
 
Northern Access pipeline hearing set for Tuesday on SBU campus 
Salamanca Press, Rick Miller - February 3, 2017 
The project is seeking DEC permits for a Water Quality Certification Application for crossing 192 
streams, 19 of which are protected streams. Five of the stream crossings will use horizontal drilling 
techniques, three will be bored and one will use the dry crossing method. 

National Fuel Fracking for Dollars in Buffalo 
The Public, Rob Galbraith - January 4, 2017 
The gas company, which has a monopoly in Western New York, is seeking to hike customers’ gas rates in 
order to support record dividend payouts—$134.8 million this year—to its billionaire shareholders and 
build the $455 million Northern Access pipeline to export fracked gas to Canada. 
 
DEC needs to take careful look at Northern Access project 
Niagara Gazette, Dennis Higgins - January 4, 2017 
They increase fugitive methane. They degrade New York’s environment. Their goal is to export US 
energy supplies to Europe and Asia — so they do not benefit New Yorkers. 
 
Another Voice: Northern Access Pipeline could endanger water supply for thousands 
Buffalo News, Ronald Fraser & Lia Oprea - December 13, 2016 
They increase fugitive methane. They degrade New York’s environment. Their goal is to export US 
energy supplies to Europe and Asia — so they do not benefit New Yorkers. 
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https://buffalonews.com/2016/12/13/another-voice-northern-access-pipeline-endanger-water-supply-thousands/
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http://www.natfuel.com/Supply/NorthernAccess2016/default.aspx
http://www.natfuel.com/Supply/NorthernAccess2016/default.aspx
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/70145/000007014516000173/nfg-2016930x10k.htm
http://www.wgrz.com/news/local/public-hearings-on-northern-access-pipeline/402552286
http://www.twcnews.com/nys/capital-region/capital-tonight-interviews/2017/02/22/anti-pipeline-panel-022217.html
http://www.mywnynews.com/east_aurora_advertiser/news/top_stories/article_69319d06-f3a4-11e6-9f75-4be2b0b16b53.html
http://www.dailypublic.com/articles/01042017/national-fuel-fracking-dollars-buffalo


LANDOWNER TESTIMONIALS AND CONTACTS 
 
Lia Oprea, Sardinia, NY 
 
“Our family has been coming to this area to trout fish since the 1830s and built our cabins in 1910. Now 
we are fourth-generation landowners of 188 acres on the National Historic Register as Rider-Hopkins 
Farm (1841) and Olmsted Camp (1910) here in Sardinia. The proposed National Fuel Northern Access 
Pipeline would cross the Cattaraugus Creek at our property. We are prepared to go to court to protect our 
working farm, our source of income, our heritage, our legacy and our quality of life.” 
 
Lia Oprea - Cell: 310-770-3288, Home: 716-496-7561 
Olmsted Camp, 12820 Benton Road, Sardinia, NY 14134 
 
Joe & Theresa Schueckler, Cuba, NY 
 
“They are, in fact, seizing part my property unlawfully [through eminent domain].  And eminent domain 
implies there will be benefit to the general public.  This pipeline goes from the southern part of New York 
State to the northern part, and we’re not gonna get any benefit. . . . 
It’s the long-term effect of fracking and the pollution, the suffering and deaths of many people yet to be 
born.  We can’t ignore that; it’s our responsibility to protect the people that are going to come after that. 
And one of the ways we can do that is to confront National Fuel gas.” 
 
Joe & Theresa Schueckler - 585-933-8098 
9837 Hewitt Road, Cuba, NY 14727 
 
Lugene Bradley, Elma, NY 

  
“They are pulling the wool over my father’s 92-year-old eyes. This land--48 acres--has been in my family 
for generations and generations and will be deeded to me. They are going to destroy this family land. 
 
It is one thing when a 100 year old tree blows over in the wind as happened in a recent storm, but this will 
destroy our woods. I don’t understand--Gov. Cuomo is saying he wants this to be a green state. Do we 
really need another pipeline? I don’t understand destroying our land to send this gas to Canada.” 
 
Other landowners available for comment: 
 
Jim & Gail Mangus - 716-877-0997 Russell & Darlene Vacinek - 716-982-2788 
11209 Allen Road, East Concord, NY 14055 12880 Creek Road, Sardinia, NY 14134 
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VISUAL MEDIA 
 
Link to photo, kayakers enjoying Cattaraugus Creek, a popular destination for fishing and recreation, 
where the pipeline would cross. 
 

 
 

Link to photo, sunrise on the Oprea family farm at sunset with trees due to be cut down in the distance 
with field that would be trenched during construction. 
 

 
 
Link to photo, Lia Oprea’s farmstead, listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 

 
 
Photo credit: Lia Oprea 
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https://www.facebook.com/wecap/photos/a.152908188464284.1073741827.152900318465071/196184987469937/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/wecap/photos/a.153963401692096.1073741829.152900318465071/153964488358654/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/wecap/photos/a.152908188464284.1073741827.152900318465071/188870521534717/?type=3&theater


Significant Impact walk: Visits to proposed pipeline route 
 
Local landowners who have been stewards of the land for decades face eminent domain unless they allow 
a gas pipeline to run through their properties.  The Northern Access Pipeline is proposed to run from 
fracking fields in McKean County, northwest Pennsylvania, to Elma, New York.  There it would meet 
existing pipeline and run through two new compressor stations and a new dehydration facility on its way 
for export into Canada.  

 
Joe and Theresa Schuekler, Cuba, NY 
 
On a crisp morning, the last day of winter, Joe 
Schuekler takes us out into his woods to show us 
some of what he's cared for over the years.  Joe 
bought his 200-acre property with four of his 
friends in 1963.  They worked together to be 
conservationists, but as his friends decided they 
were ready to move on with their lives, Joe agreed 
to buy them out and eventually became a master 
forester.  Joe estimates that in the last fifty-three 
years he's planted between six and eight thousand 
conifers.  He has worked to take care of the land he 

loves, and now he lives off it.  Joe and his wife Theresa built their home themselves out of trees he felled 
on the land.  He pulled them out with the help of a horse he trained and worked with for many years.  He 
heated that home for many years only by wood that fell naturally, although started using propane 
supplementally since having problems with his hip a few years back.  For years he raised cattle that 
grazed in the open fields.  Today he still works hard to care for his land, and invites local groups like the 
Cattaraugus County Bird Club to come enjoy the forest.  And Joe's old friends, their families, and his, all 
come back to the land every year at Memorial Day and Labor Day to be together and celebrate the nature 
and land they've always loved. 

 
Joe walked us up a small road National Fuel built 
years ago to access a different pipeline they 
installed before he bought the land.  He's had 
contentions with them for years over that road and 
them not keeping up what they already have there. 
The way he tells us, National Fuel never tried to 
open a real negotiation with him regarding 
Northern Access.  They never had a mind to change 
any of their plans to get the deal done.  And they 
would lie to him, like when they told him people in 
Niagara County needed gas but he later found out 
there is no shortage up there, and the gas is going 

9 



for export.  If this new pipeline is built he won't be allowed to build any more roads himself either, which 
means he'll have no way to move heavy equipment to the other side of his property.  That will cut off half 
his land from any economic usefulness; as Joe sees it, National Fuel ought to be responsible for 
compensating him for that full 100 acres and the taxes he will still be responsible for paying, but they 
don't need to since they can take the land through eminent domain.  Joe, however, will be the first to tell 
you that money was never his main concern. 
 
Joe wants to protect his land because, in his words, “a drop of water that lands here travels all the way 
down to the Gulf of Mexico . . . It's a very small part, but I want to do my part to have that water be clean 
for all the people between here and there.”  He doesn't believe in fracking for gas or digging through 

streams.  He wants his forests to stay standing and 
eventually become old growth for the sake of 
generations to come.  
 
Joe showed us where the existing pipeline is: an 
obvious, fifty-foot-wide scar running over hills in 
both directions.  He then showed us the stakes that 
go another fifty feet into the woods.  Those show 
where the Northern Access Pipeline would go, and 
the land around it that would need to be cleared 
and stay cleared.  Next to the path was a great old 
tree, which he supposed was about two-hundred 
years old.  Just one of many treasures that would 
be plowed through for this construction.  When 

National Fuel talks about this pipeline being co-located with existing rights of ways to minimize impact, it 
is these forests with their hundreds of years old trees that they are talking about.  These pristine, potable 
springs that provide water to Joe and Theresa.  No less than 50 miles of the pipeline would go through 
forested lands, felling trees never to be grown there again.  This is not co-location at all; it is an entirely 
new easement that does nothing to mitigate its permanent, destructive impacts.  Worse still, it doubles the 
risk of a serious accident by putting this new pipeline next to one that is 60 years old and ill cared for. 
 

After a good walk, Theresa insisted we come in to 
warm ourselves and have a bit of soup before 
heading on to Sardinia. 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact:  
Joe & Theresa Shueckler - 585-933-8098 
9837 Hewitt Road, Cuba, NY 14727 
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Jim and Gail Mangus, East Concord, NY 
 

 
Jim and Gail Mangus met us on their 22-acre plot of land in Sardinia, NY that they have owned for over 
20 years.  They built the cabin, shed, road, and everything else themselves.  They have it completely off 
the grid--powered by a small wind turbine and solar array, heated by a wood stove, and even using a 
composting toilet.  They live in Buffalo, but have always dreamed of not having neighbors.  This land was 
always intended as their eventual retirement home.  Now that they’re close to retirement age, National 
Fuel is ruining their plans.  

 
Gail seemed melancholic when showing us around and 
telling us what they’ve done with the place since buying it 
in the 90s.  It became clear why when she and Jim began 
to tell us about their plans for the future.  Gail said at one 
point, “we were going to build our retirement home over 
there, until all of this happened.”  It hurts them both 
deeply to even think about a pipeline going through their 
land, but through years of pressure and scare tactics, 
National Fuel has broken their spirits.  
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They walked us up the road they built to show us the site they planned to build their retirement home.  It’s 
a small hill, but the biggest around, and surrounded by wetland.  Jim says they chose that spot because 

they want a natural septic system; since it’s on a 
hill everything would flow down naturally, rather 
than needing electric motors.  It’s also nicely set 
back from the road, but not so far that they’d have 
to worry about snowblowing too long of a 
driveway into their 80s.  
 
Unfortunately for them, that planned building site 
is exactly where National Fuel plans to put its 
pipeline.  This is the last place they would want it. 
And even though it only takes up a 50-foot right of 
way where no building is allowed, since there’s 
already a power line running through their 

property it ruins the entire area.  Jim says squeezing a house between the two rights of ways would be 
putting their home “between a powerline and a pipe-bomb.”  This is another poignant example of what 
National Fuel erroneously claims is co-location, but what is actually a new right of way with new impacts 
on people’s lives and, in this case, wetlands.  
 

Finally, they take us to the front of their property 
and show us a few of the five hundred Christmas 
trees Gail has planted over the years.  She fell 
seriously ill at the shock of learning National Fuel 
is planning to cut down this particular grove of 
trees that she loves so much, and that there’s 
nothing they can do to stop it.  She still talks about 
how she isn’t quite the same today as she was 
before.  Jim and Gail Mangus would do anything 
to avoid this pipeline destroying their land, but 
under duress and resigned to defeat, they agreed to 
National Fuel’s meager compensation offer to 
avoid years of litigation.  
Contact: 

Jim & Gail Mangus - 716-877-0997 
11209 Allen Road, East Concord, NY 14055 
 
Additional landowner contact: 
Russell & Darlene Vacinek - 716-982-2788 
12880 Creek Road (Route 39), Sardinia, NY 14134 
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Emilia Oprea, Sardinia, NY 

 
Our last stop was at the historic Rider-Hopkins 
farm and Omstead Camp.  The Opreas have had 
the land in their family for four generations, and 
Lia invited us to come celebrate the woods, the 
water, and the coming of spring.  
 
We shared food and pleasant conversation inside 
the old Olmstead Camp cabin, and later were 
graced with music by a couple from our number 
who happened to bring instruments and know 
some of the same songs.  
 
Soon after arriving, a group of about 16 of us 
went out for a hike through the woods so as to not 
be caught out after dark.  It began at an overlook 
above the Cattaraugus Creek with views of the 
rolling hills, forests, and farms.  Climbing down 
was a challenge since the already steep paths had 
gotten icey, but we all made it safely.  After a 20 
minute walk, we came close to the powerlines that 
we had seen up at the Mangus’ property. 
National Fuel is following that line down here as 
it does along much of the route, but here like at 
the Mangus’ land and the Schueklers’, the 
pipeline will trench through stream, wetland and 
fen, wild, old forest, and farmed field alike, some 
distance from existing easements.  
 
Upon reaching the spot where the pipeline would 
go, Clarence, a water protector and member of the 
Seneca Nation, offered a traditional prayer.  He 
explained to us that this prayer first acknowledges 
each other, then goes on to acknowledge the 
water, air, land, and all other features of the 
natural world that give us life, as well as their 
sacrosanctity.  A bald eagle flew overhead as we 
stood in that circle, followed by a great blue 
heron. 
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Following the prayer, we continued along our hike 
up through the woods.  We talked about the woods 
and the wildlife living in it; we discussed all life 
dwelling there, from the microorganisms and 
invertebrate living down in the soil, up through the 
treetops and birds soaring overhead.  We shared 
our stories of coming to this and other rivers and 
woodlands for pleasure and for necessity.  While 
walking, we saw two fishermen out across the 
creek enjoying the excellent cold water fisheries 
the area is known for.  We also shared sad stories, 
of the kinds of things that have gone wrong with 
our waters over the past decades.  People 

remembered the problems caused by the West Valley Nuclear site not so many miles away.  People 
remembered what Lake Erie was like when they were younger, along with the Buffalo River and other 
waterways feeding into our great lake.  
 
When we returned to the Olmstead Camp is was almost dark and we were all ready to sit and eat some 
more.  It was then that Lia got an opportunity to tell us more about how she has cared for the land.  
 
The old farm is still used as a farm.  They grow a variety of crops themselves, and rent out their land to 

neighboring farmers to grow on as well.  They rent 
out cabins during the summer to sportsmen, 
outdoors groups, and vacationers alike.  They have 
cared for the land for over 100 years, and do care 
about it deeply.  The money that National Fuel has 
offered them would come nowhere near the 
long-term economic value the land otherwise 
could offer; it goes without saying that the 
compensation could never match the emotional 
pain of seeing the land they love destroyed. 
Contact: 
Lia Oprea - Cell: 310-770-3288, Home: 
716-496-7561 

Olmsted Camp, 12820 Benton Road, Sardinia, NY 14134 
 
All photos by Nicole Feliciano, concerned resident of East Concord, NY. 
Written by Joseph Gibson, Western New Yorker and community organizer with Clean Air Council. 
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RALLY IN ALBANY AT THE DEC AND CUOMO’S OFFICE 

Rally outside the NYS DEC (above & right) 
Photo credit: Colleen McKinney 
 
March to NYS State Capitol Building 
(below) Photo credit: Joseph Gibson 
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Rally in Staircase of the NYS State Capitol Building 
Photo credit: Joseph Gibson 
 

 
 
 

Rally continued outside due to Native American water protectors not being permitted entry  
to the State Capitol Building with their prayer instruments. 
Photo credit: Joseph Gibson 
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Lia Oprea, unwilling landowner, asking that the governor deny the 401, and delivering  
water samples from rivers, creeks and springs that would be crossed by the pipeline. 
Photo credit: Joseph Gibson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Delivery of a letter signed by more than 140 
organizations and businesses, as well as water 
droplet cards to Governor Andrew Cuomo’s 
receptionist at the State Capitol Building.  
Photo credit: Colleen McKinney 
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NAPL PERMIT DENIAL REQUEST LETTER 
 
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo  
Governor of New York State  
NYS State Capitol Building  
Albany, NY 12224 
  
NYSDEC Commissioner Basil Seggos  
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation  
625 Broadway  
Albany, NY 12233 
  
March 27, 2017 

We, the undersigned organizations and businesses, strongly urge Governor Cuomo and the New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) to DENY National Fuel Gas’s 
proposed “Northern Access” fracked-gas pipeline (NAPL) a 401 Water Quality Certificate (WQC) 
and Article 19 Air State Facility (ASF) permits. 

If built, the nearly 100-mile-long NAPL would cross hundreds of streams and wetlands in Western New 
York, including state-protected trout streams and a sole-source aquifer that provides water for thousands 
of residents. To build this high-pressure pipeline, National Fuel would bulldoze across more waterways 
than the problematic Constitution Pipeline would have crossed. Last April, the DEC wisely denied 
Constitution Pipeline a 401 WQC, citing the endangerment of New York water due to numerous water 
crossings and inadequate construction methods. Western New York deserves those same protections. 

NAPL would involve both new and expanded compressor stations and a dehydration facility, all run on 
fracked-gas-burning turbines and all in residential neighborhoods. The compressors would generate close 
to 200,000 tons per year of CO2-equivalent greenhouse gases, undermining New York’s commitment to 
reducing GHG emissions. Additionally, compressors would emit carcinogenic VOCs, smog-forming 
nitrous oxides, carbon monoxide, and significant levels of radioactive radon gas, endangering the health 
of nearby residents.  

New York State would suffer serious degradation of land, water and air quality, property values, and 
public safety, all so a multi-billion-dollar company, National Fuel, can profit from exporting Pennsylvania 
fracked gas to Canada. The pipeline would move half a billion cubic feet of gas each day across Western 
New York. 

Despite the clear intent of this infrastructure—to move fracked gas to foreign markets—it was approved 
by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Even more outrageous, National Fuel is 
expecting New York ratepayers to foot part of the bill. 
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Approximately 40 New York families have refused to sign contracts with National Fuel and are now 
facing an unjust use of eminent domain. Many more families signed under duress when threatened with 
litigation. 

In his recent resignation statement, former FERC Commissioner Norman Bay acknowledged the 
American public's anger over eminent domain proceedings for pipeline projects that clearly benefit 
private corporations. Bay also pointed out that Environmental Assessments for projects such as NAPL are 
inadequate because they ignore segmentation issues and full environmental impacts. Indeed, the FERC’s 
determination of "no significant environmental impact" for NAPL is based on an inadequate 
Environmental Assessment that does not meet NYS standards of protection for water, air, endangered 
species, and public health. 

Governor Cuomo, in his 2017 State of the State message, said that we must stop bringing fracked gas into 
New York. He's right. A state that banned fracking should not be storing, transporting and burning more 
fracked gas than ever before—and yet it is. 

We ask that the governor and the DEC take action to protect New York communities’ safety, health, and 
well-being by denying the Northern Access Pipeline a 401 WQC and Article 19 ASF permits.  

350Brooklyn.org 
350NYC 
Advocates for Morris 
Advocates for Springfield 
Alfred Cultivation Crew 
All Our Energy 
All-Certified Chimney Sweeps 
Alliance for a Green Economy 
Angelica Community Radio, Inc 
Berks Gas Truth 
Bethlehem Ecodefense 
Beyond Extreme Energy 
Binghamton Regional Sustainability Coalition 
Black-Eyed Susan, LLC 
Bohemian Moon, Inc. 
Bronx Climate Justice North 
Brooklyn For Peace 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture 
Buffalo Zen Dharma Community 
C F & B Holdings LLC 
Cairncrest Farm 
Campaign for Renewable Energy 
Catskill Mountainkeeper 
C_CARE (Chenango Community Action for 
   Renewable Energy) 
CDOG (Chenango Delaware Otsego Gas Drilling 
  Opposition Group) 

CEEC (Citizens Energy and Economics Council 
  of Delaware County) 
Chenango CDOG (Chenango Delaware Otsego 
  Gas Drilling Opposition Group) 
Citizen Action of New York 
Citizen Coalition for Wildlife and Environment 
Citizens for Local Power 
Citizens For Water 
Citizens' Environmental Coalition 
City of Oneonta Environmental Board 
Clean Air Council 
Climate Justice Coalition of Western NY 
Cloudburst Cultivated Ecology 
Coalition to Protect New York 
Colden Well Being 
Complete It Cuomo 
Compressor Free Franklin 
Concerned Burlington Neighbors 
Concerned Citizens of Allegany County 
Concerned Citizens of Cattaraugus County 
Concerned Citizens of New Berlin 
Concerned Citizens of Otego 
Concerned Neighbors of Edmeston 
Concerned Residents of Madison County 
Concerned Residents of Oxford 
DAG (Delaware Action Group) 
Damascus Citizens for Sustainability 
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Deep Green Resistance New York 
Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society 
Democratic Socialists of America, Buffalo 
  Chapter 
DRAC (Dryden Resource Awareness Coalition) 
Elmirans and Friends Against Fracking 
Energy Justice Network 
Environmental Conservation Outreach 
Environmental Justice Task Force of the 
  Western New York Peace Center 
Equity Energy LLC 
Erie County Green Party 
First Presbyterian Church, Cooperstown, NY 
Food & Water Watch 
Fossil Free Tompkins 
FrackBusters NY 
FreshWater Acccountability Project 
Gas Free Seneca 
GASPP (Grassroots Against Another Salem 
  Power Plant) 
Glenerie Farm LLC 
Grassroots Environmental Education 
Green Alfred 
Green Sanctuary Committee, CCNY 
Hampton Institute 
Health Promotion Strategies LLC 
Heather Connor, LMT 
Holly Baum, Attorney at Law 
Indigenous Women's Initiatives 
Interfaith Peace Network 
Latin American Solidarity Committee 
Liberty Union Progressives 
Link and Live Local 
Maryland Residents Against Fracking 
Middlefield Neighbors 
Midwives for Midwives 
Milford Doers/Residents of Crumhorn Mtn. 
Mohawk Valley Keeper 
Mothers Out Front New York 
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation 
New Lisbon Neighbors 
New York Climate Action Group (NYCAG) 
New York Communities for Change 
North American Climate, Conservation and 
  Environment 
NY Water Action Group 
NYH2O 
Occupy Bergen County 
Onondwa'ga:' Protectors 
Organize for Action WNY 
Otsego 2000, Inc. 

Otsego Neighbors 
Park Foundation 
Peacemakers of Schoharie County, NY 
Pendleton Action Team 
People, Not Pipelines 
People's Climate Movement - Capital Region 
Plan to Save the Planet 
Plymouth Friends of Clean Water 
Positive Action Cherry Valley 
Protect Orange County 
PUSH Buffalo 
RAFT (Residents Allied for the Future of Tioga) 
Re-ENERGIZE Buffalo 
Reaching Out for Animal Rights 
Resist Spectra 
Riverside-Salem United Church of 
  Christ/Disciples of Christ 
ROAR Against Fracking 
SACRED (Sullivan Area Citizens for 
  Responsible Energy Development) 
Safe Energy Rights Group, Inc. 
Sane Energy Project 
Sanford-Oquaga Area Concerned Citizens 
Seneca Lake Guardian, A Waterkeeper Affiliate 
Show Up! America 
Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter 
Sierra Club Lower Hudson Group 
Sierra Club Niagara Group 
Solutions Grassroots Project 
Springville Democratic Committee 
Stephanie Low Artists Inc. 
Stop NY Fracked Gas Pipeline 
Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion 
Stop The Pipeline (STP) 
Sullivan Alliance for Sustainable Development 
Sustainable McDonough 
Sustainable Otsego 
Sustainable Warwick 
Syracuse Cultural Workers 
Timberbuilt, Inc. 
Voters Occupy 
We Are Seneca Lake 
WECAP (Wyoming, Erie and Cattaraugus 
  Communities Act on the Pipeline) 
The Wei 
Western New York Environmental Alliance 
Wheatfield Action Team 
Windhill Woodworks, Inc. 
WNY Peace Center 
Zen Mountain Monastery 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
 
DEC Pendleton Article 19 Air State Facility draft permit  
http://www.dec.ny.gov/dardata/boss/afs/permits/929320011100001_r0.pdf  
 
DEC Porterville (Elma) Article 19 Air State Facility draft permit 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/dardata/boss/afs/permits/914420003900015_r1_2.pdf  
 
NYS DEC & US Fish & Wildlife objections to FERC Draft Environmental Assessment 

https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=14339888 
In this document, NYS DEC Project Manager Michael Higgins asks for an Environmental Impact 
Statement, which is more thorough than an Environmental Assessment, opposes all wet crossings 
of streams and wetlands, and requests trenchless horizontal directional drilling under more 
waterbodies. He references US Fish & Wildlife’s letter to FERC asking for trenchless HDD 
crossings of all 77 coldwater fisheries. HDD crossings hire more union operating engineers than 
trench crossings. 
 

FERC Environmental Assessment 
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=14316645  
This document includes detailed topographic maps. 

 
The Power Behind the Pipelines: Northern Access Pipeline 
http://public-accountability.org/wp-content/uploads/PAI_Power_Behind_the_Pipelines_NAPL.pdf  
Public Accountability Initiative - Robert Galbraith - March 23, 2017 
This report analyzes the forces pushing the Northern Access Pipeline and the interests that would benefit 
from its construction. It is the second in PAI’s “Power Behind the Pipelines” series, which examines the 
financial interests and political influence operations behind controversial oil and gas pipeline projects. 
 
Cuomo's State of the State Address  
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/2017StateoftheStateBook.pdf  
“Now that New York has built a foundation for the renewable energy system of the future, the State must 
double down by investing in the fight against dirty fossil fuels and fracked gas from neighboring states to 
achieve the goals outlined in the Governor’s Clean Energy Standard.” p. 57-58 
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