
August 27, 2018 

Dear Bishop Malone, 

As employees of Catholic Charities, we make it our daily mission to provide high quality services 

to the most vulnerable people in our community. Many of us were drawn to work at Catholic Charities 

precisely because of our faith and because of the organization’s statement of values that emphasize 

inclusion, diversity and service to all, regardless of their personal characteristics. It came as a shock to us 

then, when we found out that you had directed senior management to end foster care and adoption 

services because of the state requirement that those services be non-discriminatory. With so many 

children in need of loving families, we take our responsibility to find safe and caring homes extremely 

seriously. It is to that end that we implore you to reverse your decision to mandate excluding same-sex 

couples from our services, and thereby shutting down our program.  

We understand that while the Church teaches that the best family structure for children is to 

have a married mother and father, that the Church should also agree that alternative family structures 

are infinitely better than no family structure at all. Indeed many of our adoptive parents to date are 

unmarried singles (both gay and straight) and unmarried couples. The research is clear that gay parents 

are good parents. What is not clear is why the church would take the present action to allow more 

children to go without families rather than recognize a loving family for what it is. It is antithetical to 

Catholic values to deny a child a loving home when one is available. The Church could choose to 

recognize this, comply with state law, and still remain true to its beliefs.  

As social workers, teachers, counselors, therapists and other professionals, the ethics of our 

profession demand that we act without prejudice and in the best interests of our clients. We do so 

today on their behalf by reminding you that across this organization our LGBTQ clients are not the only 

ones harmed by this choice. We have employees who are LGBTQ as well, as are our friends, neighbors, 

children, parents, relatives and siblings. In a world where being different means being in danger, we ask 

you to recognize the message that is sent by this decision: we are different, we are not welcome; we are 

not equal. We the undersigned wholeheartedly reject that message and the decision that it led to. We 

have dedicated ourselves to ensuring that the most vulnerable among us, today our LGBTQ clients and 

friends, can enjoy “meaningful, healthy, and productive lives.” To that end we will continue to advocate 

for full LGBTQ rights and inclusion at Catholic Charities. While we do not expect, nor are we asking, for 

you to go against official teachings of the church, we do believe that there is a choice to be made that 

can both acknowledge the law and affirm the Catholic faith.  We the undersigned ask that you reverse 

the decision to end the foster care and adoption program. We choose the side of love, and ask for you 

to do the same. It is both within your power and your religion. 

 

Sincerely, 

Colleen Kristich 

Sara Grady 

Erica Wichtowski 

Holly Fortier 

Julie Kramer 

Amy Morris 

 

 

 

Wendy Siwy 

Emily Mehltretter 

Shannon Zapalowski 

Jennifer Cristina 

Brittanyann Wolf 

Alexander Rubin 

 

 

 

Helen Draper 

Christina Cocca 

Melanie Ricketts 

Sara Sarvaiya 

Jennifer Downie 

Nicole Hynes 



Amy Hudy 

Andrew Aprile 

 

Beth Tripi 

Kelly Gorkiewicz 

Marie Andersen-Strait 

Karen Rumsey 

Kathy Aman 

Marie Gister 

Jessica Wence 

Rebecca Goggins 

Margaret Husted 

Jamie Rackl 

 

Rachel Gaydosh 

Elizabeth Murphy 

Kelly Loverdi 

Greg White 

Bill Zelazny 

John Forde 

Natalie Crespo 

Amy Bryant-Collins 

Brenda Litfin 

Kelley McNees 

 

Mariana Gonzalez 

Mercedes Thorpe 

Carey Burnett 

Candy Koch 

Melissa Lavigne 

Michele Wittman 

Kathy Hardiman 

Erin Pustulka 

Laura Greene 

Allison Ault 

 

Rhonda Drakeford 

Shawn Leonard 

Robert Goods 

Dana Cassiano 

Olga Hallett 

Hilary Olds 

Mary Krypel 

Susan Seawood 

Keesha Habeeb 

Holley Adams 

 

Rebecca Howson 

Melissa Richel 

Danielle Stoner 

Leah Nagler 

Dan Greene 

Phoebe Allen 

Gabrielle Harrington 

Anne Miles 

Rosalie Marchitello-Clauss 

Judette Dahleiden 

 

Theresa Johnson 

Maria Perez Cruz 

Kara Wrazen 

Jackie Garcia 

Holly Lavin 

Kelly Zielinski 

Grace McKenzie 

April Arman 

Audrey O’Brian 

Debra Miller 

 

Michelle Allaire 

Hallie Green 

Beth Bishop 

Nora McNally 

Annette Camon 

Loida Reyes 

Genaro Feliciano 

Sarah Rosenblatt 

Kathy Neu 

Melodie Giardini 

 

Lisa Oviatt 

Marie Anderson 

Katie Jodush 

Jasmine Price 

Kelly Grimaldi 

 

 

 


