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DISTRICT PARENT COORDINATING COUNCIL  

HAS NO CONFIDENCE IN BUFFALO PUBLIC SCHOOLS BUDGET 
  

 

The District Parent Coordinating Council (DPCC) is contending that the 2015-2016 Buffalo 

Public Schools budget disenfranchises parents and taxpayers due to lack of accountability and 

transparency in its development and implementation.  They say that critical supports to the 

health, safety, and learning of students do not receive adequate funding.  They have submitted a 

letter to the Buffalo Schools Superintendent and Board of Education outlining their concerns. 

DPCC leaders will speak at the Board of Education meeting TODAY May 13
th

 at 5:30pm a 

at Southside Elementary (430 Southside Parkway) where the Board of Education will be 

presented with a district budget to review and approve. 

DPCC attended a Common Council hearing last week to voice their concerns- The City of 

Buffalo allocates approximately $70 million dollars of taxpayer money to the school district, 

with the remaining amount of the nearly billion dollar budget coming from state and federal aid 

and grant support.  Buffalo does not allow residents having the opportunity to vote on the school 

budget, and parents contend they are cut out the budget process while demands on issues ranging 

from gym teachers to afterschool programming remain underfunded.  

 

According to a strategic budget analysis of the Buffalo Public Schools by Schoolhouse Partners 

in 2012, approximately 38 cents to every dollar make it to the classroom.  Parents say they 

have been excluded from the development of the budget and there inadequate funding for parent 

priorities such as physical education, health services and programs, afterschool and summer 

school, translation and interpretation, student support services, and parent involvement. 

 

“As parents, we have been advocating for changes in Buffalo Schools to ensure our children are 

afforded the opportunity of a healthy, safe, enriching, and high quality learning environment.  

We are aware that funding and resources are required for the changes that are required, and as 

such, that the district budget’s alignment with district mandates and needs is critical.  The budget 

process and content must be revisited in order to ensure student success,” said Jessica Bauer 

Walker, co-chair of the DPCC budget committee. 

 

The DPCC would like to see a participatory budgeting process in the Buffalo Public Schools.  

They are committed to finding a solution that ensures their participation as parents, obtains the 

funding and resources students need, and provides a mechanism for accountability and 

transparency for the school district.    
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