
Concerned Clergy Coalition of Western New York 

C/o Mt. Olive Baptist Church 
701 E. Delavan Avenue 

Buffalo, New York 14215 

 
 

March 22, 2015 

 

Dear Editor: 

 

July 1, 2014 was the first day of a new school year in the city of Buffalo and it was also 

the day that Donald Ogilvie took the Oath of Office as Superintendent of the Buffalo Public 

Schools.  Fast forward to March 20, 2015, it was the first day of Spring in the city of Buffalo this 

year and it was, reportedly, the day that Carl Paladino took upon himself to meet individually 

with Superintendent Ogilvie and demand his resignation, by 4:00 PM.  

 

Recently, we have begun to have discussions with Mr. Ogilvie about how best to proceed 

to give students and their families improved options for their foundational educations.  One thing 

is obvious; Donald Ogilvie’s concern for the welfare of children in this school district shines 

clearly through.  Ogilvie would be the first to admit that the challenges in Buffalo are stark, but, 

he also believes that they can and must be overcome.  As leaders in this community we have 

determined that NOW is a good time to add our voices to this conversation.  We must first admit 

that our voices have largely and erroneously been absent from this conversation prior to now.  

We are absolutely willing to shoulder complete responsibility for our failure to be diligent in that 

respect.  Someone once said, “Better late than Never” and we concur! 

 

We must further admit, that we have not always agreed with the approach of Mr. Ogilvie, 

but, we realize that a mere 8 months into his tenure it is probably a wee bit unreasonable to 

expect massive progress.  We also understand that progress does not just arrive, that it must be 

cultivated, prepared for and labored for in order to be brought to past.  Another thing we are 

certain of, because we recall from our own youth, is that a “bully” on the school yard makes for 

the stifling of all the things that really matter: creativity, character, collaboration and innovation. 

 

Everywhere that we look in Buffalo there is progress: there are cranes and construction 

stretched the breadth of the city’s business district; the Bills and the Sabres are secured in the 

hands of a family committed to OneBuffalo and Mayor Byron W. Brown, Jr. has courageously 

determined that now is the time to deal with the “elephant in the room”, having appointed the 

Racial Equity Round Table.  So why are our schools still languishing?  We would answer that 

the problem with the Buffalo Public Schools is environment! 

 

Yes, ENVIRONMENT!  The environment that has been forged around the Buffalo 

Public Schools is stifling, mean-spirited rife with in-fighting and devoid of innovation.  Today 

we must declare that we have noticed a pattern with this embarrassing climate and outcome.  Dr. 

James A. Williams was too combative; Dr. Pamela C. Brown was incompetent and now Mr. 

Donald Ogilvie is a liar.  In a collective sigh we declare: “Give me a BREAK!”  That is nothing 



more than additional negative “gobbledygook” and we are a great deal more sophisticated in our 

thinking. 

 

We are calling on the other LEADERS in this community to join us in giving our full 

hearted, deep throated support to Donald Ogilvie and the work that he has begun in earnest in 

Buffalo.  We are asking Mayor Brown, the Buffalo Niagara Partnership, the Community 

Foundation for Greater Buffalo, the Group of 18 and other well meaning Buffalo Leaders to 

suggest that the time has come to ask Carl Paladino to rejoin the ranks of private citizens.   

 

We must insist that Mr. Ogilvie complete his contract with Buffalo and we must agree to 

work openly, collaboratively with him and others to restore civility and respect to Buffalo School 

Board deliberations.  The children of this city the adults of this city to overcome our previous 

slothfulness and move NOW, before Carl makes all us the brunt of additional negative Buffalo 

jokes! 

 

 

 

Sincerely Yours 

Concerned Clergy Coalition of Western New York 
 
 


