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Communication from the desk of: 
The City of Buffalo Common Council Masten District Office 

Councilmember Ulysees O. Wingo, Sr. 

April 5, 2017 

At this past Common Council meeting on Tuesday, April 4, 2017, I introduced a Resolution 

entitled Diversity in City Honors and Olmsted which supports the Buffalo Board of Education’s 

new admission policy that is designed to increase diversity, increase current Buffalo Public 

School (BPS) student enrollment, and create a more representative student body composition of 

Buffalo’s top performing educational institutions- City Honors and Frederick L. Olmstead Public 

Schools. I am in favor of equitable access and opportunities for all of Buffalo students; 

nonetheless, the disparity in the representation of a predominantly African-American school 

district having a minority presence in a top performing school is wrong. 

There are historical and traditional disadvantages that communities of color have 

experienced in our great City that require amelioration. The Board of Education sought a revision 

of admissions for a minority of seats, 17%, of which would be reserved for traditional BPS 

applicants as a measure toward remedying imbalances in the racial makeup of these two 

schools. I am unequivocally in favor of these policy changes. However, in defense of my position, 

and in my passion for my constituency and our city’s youth, I allowed myself to speak beyond my 

beliefs and made a statement in error that does not reflect my true opinion about Catholic 

schools, their families, or their students. For that I am Godly sorry and apologize to anyone 

whom I have offended and or hurt with my words. In my zeal for discussion with my colleagues 

on this very important and sensitive issue, I erred and my comments are regrettable and 

unbecoming of who I am and what I stand for. 

Again, I apologize, and though I cannot take back the comment and can’t guarantee that I 

will not make another mistake, I do promise to keep my faith in God and will recommit myself to 

keeping my enthusiasm and passion tightly reined and will be more careful with my words 

moving forward. 

 


