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ON THE COVER:  
Our big summer events kicked  
off with Burgers & BMWs at the 
Triple XXX in Issaquah.

Photo by Steve Libby.

Lots of Stuff to Do
Hey MotorHeads, it is suMMer tiMe 
in tHe Puget sound area! Get your 
BMW out of the garage and onto to 
the road. Better yet, take a day off of 
work and come to the track. We have 
an upcoming High Performance Driv-
ing Education and Car Control Clinic 
at Pacific Raceways on June 20. There is 
still space available. 
 If going fast on the race track is 
not your thing, then sign up for three 
upcoming tours: Blue Highway Tour on 
July 12, Tour to Sunday at the Depot on 
July 20 or the Hood River Tour on the 
weekend of August 16-17. Find out more 
at www.bmwpugetsound.com. 

 If you like to see very clean and shiny 
old and new BMWs all on a big grassy 
lawn, then come to the Gathering of 
the Heritage on July 27 in Renton. This 
is our annual event formerly known as 
Concours d’Elegance. Show off your 
machine or just show up and enjoy 
socializing with likeminded enthusiasts! 
 How much horsepower do you have 
and was that cold air intake worth the 
money? Find out by attending the Dyno 
Day June 14 at the Carb Connection and  
put your machine on the dynamometer. 
 For all of you E30 nuts out there, 
come to the annual E30 picnic at the 
LeMay Collection at Marymount. 

 Have you got the picture? Your Club 
has been busy getting activities for you 
and your BMW. Make sure you have the 
correct email address associated with 
your membership information. We use 
the email address you provide to BMW 
CCA to get the ATS, Around the Sound, 
emails out to you informing you of up-
coming events. Some events could even 
sneak up on you because they are not 
announced in the Zündfolge magazine 
and only in the ATS and website. So, 
come on and get on the road and out  
of the garage!

Steve Libby
Vice President, Instructor

 

griot’s garage Has once again oPened tHeir doors 
for our Club, and is providing a tech session focused 
strictly on preparing and detailing your car for our annual 
Gathering of the Heritage event (occurring on July 27, 
2014). If you plan to have your car judged at that event, 
then this tech session is for you!
 The tech session is on Sunday, July 6, starting at 11:00 am  
and will continue until 1:00 pm at the Griot’s Garage 
headquarters in Tacoma, WA.
 Some of the judges from our event will be in attendance  
to educate everyone on the official judging criteria, what 

TECH EVENT: 
Detailing Tech Session at Griot’s Garage

they look for when judging a car, and to answer questions. 
Then, the car care specialists from Griot’s Garage will 
demonstrate ways to detail those problem areas so that 
your chances of scoring better in the Concours Compo-
nent of the Gathering of the Heritage 
event are even better. 
 We look forward to seeing you on 
Sunday, July 6! If you have questions, 
please contact Gathering of the Heri-
tage Coordinator Brandon Kelly at  
brandon@COUPE9.com. 

Sunday | July 6
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BMW Corral at the Vintage Races July 4-6

tHe BMW cluB will once again participate in the 
popular Car Corral at the 26th Annual Pacific Northwest 
Historics at Pacific Raceways, 31001 144th Ave SE, Kent, 
WA 98042, July 4-6, 2014. Come on out and join your  
fellow Club members to see many of the world’s rarest 
and most beautiful pre-1970 race cars. This year provides 
an extra BMW-theme treat as our own PRO3 group  
will be racing as a Featured Class at the Historics. 
 The cost is $30 per day (or $50 for a 3-day pass) for  
the car and driver. Each additional passenger costs $25 
per day ($40 for a 3-day pass). We are limited to ten spots 
on Saturday and ten spots on Sunday and will be sold on  
a first come, first served basis. So secure your spot early!
 To participate in the BMW section of the corral, you 
must preregister by either mailing in the PDF form 
found on our website in the event posting if paying by 
check or call Debbie Haley at 206-227-9486 if paying by 
credit card. All proceeds from the Historics benefit the 
uncompensated care program at Children’s Hospital and 
Regional Medical Center in Seattle.
 Corral cars must arrive between 8:00-10:00 am each 
day. Corral participants are invited to take part in a  
parade lap of the race track during the lunch break.  
If you have questions, please contact Lance Richert at 
Lance@Richertnet.com. Lance Richert
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Blue Highways Tour Saturday | July 12

return WitH us to tHe days of 2002. 
The BMW 2002, that is, not the year. 
Those good old days would be the 1960s, 
before the interstate system erased most 
of our driving fun. Most, but not all. 
Curious? Read on.
 The BMW CCA, Puget Sound 
Region Chapter Blue Highways Debut 
Tour leaves on Saturday, July 12 for a 
full day of spirited driving, beautiful 
scenery, and a history lesson all in one. 
Whether you drive a classic 2002 or a 
modern day Bimmer, you’ll want to 
stretch your legs on this great summer 
trek over the mountains.
 Our eastern Washington Tour returns 
us to the kind of roads author William 
Least Heat-Moon wrote about in his 
1978 book, Blue Highways. Follow the 
contours of the land, drive through the 
little towns, and meet the people that 
still remain along our Washington Inter-
states 90 and 82. We’ll use the interstates 
only when absolutely necessary. And in 
most cases we won’t be within eye or 
earshot of them. 
 Full disclosure: This is not specifically  
a wine tour, and no sipping along the way.  
Your faithful tour coordinator is not a 
wine sophisticate; he’s just a country boy 
from eastern Washington who remem-
bers bouncing along these highways 
in the back of dad’s ’61 Ford station 
wagon. But if you are a wine lover, the 

to Denny Creek, which brings us to Sno-
qualmie Summit for a pit stop. We’ll get 
back onto I-90 and exit at West Nelson 
Siding Road, which drops us into the 
warm, gently sloping eastern foothills 
and small ranches around Cle Elum.
 We’ll stop at an old fashioned cafe 
for lunch on the main drag in Cle Elum.  
The old Route 10 will take us out of  
Cle Elum, meandering eastward through  
river paths with wooden irrigation 
flumes still clinging to the banks. An 
1870s-era gristmill still towers above  
the landscape in Thorp.
 As we approach Ellensburg, the 
driving fun begins. The famous Canyon 
Road to Yakima awaits! Instead of a 
long, boring interstate climb over dusty 
hills to Yakima, we’ll take the old twisty 
canyon route up the river. Warning: 
please remember to curb your enthu-
siasm on the go-pedal; speeding tickets 
are a rich source of statewide revenue 
sharing on this road.
 Bring cameras, sunscreen, and favorite  
beverages. The route will include stops 
for scenic photo opportunities, pit stops, 
and gas for the thirstier BMWs.
 The end of the official tour is at 
Miner’s Hamburgers in Union Gap, just 
outside Yakima. There you can refresh 
yourself, grab a thick milkshake, or kick 
your driving shoes off and cool your 
toes in their grassy picnic area. 

 Those who wish to stay in the area 
overnight and explore vineyards can 
stay in a nearby hotel TBD, where we 
will have a block of rooms reserved. 
Stay tuned for more details in Around 
the Sound as we get closer to the date.
The trip will take about seven hours, 
including the lunch stop in Cle Elum. 
The return trip to Seattle will take only 
three hours via interstate. 
 If you need more driving on your 
own, read on. The end of the tour may 
be only the beginning of your driving  
weekend. Continue east on to Red 
Mountain via the Old Yakima Valley 
Highway to the Tri-Cities. Highway 
12 from there will take you to Walla 
Walla. A little more driving and you’ve 
reached the Columbia River and the 
Oregon border. Pick up I-84 and head 
back along the Lewis and Clark trail 
through the Columbia Gorge toward 
Portland (a more interesting route is on 
the Highway 14, Washington side).
 Watch Around the Sound for more 
details as we get closer to July 12. And 
you just might want to bring that old 
dog-eared copy of Blue Highways!
RSVP to Ed Walker at tours@bmw-
pugetsound.com.

Ed Walker, Tour Coordinator

Our eastern Washington Tour returns us to the kind of roads 
author William Least Heat-Moon wrote about in his 1978 book, 
Blue Highways.

endpoint of this tour will conveniently 
spill out into numerous wineries in the 
Yakima and Red Mountain regions.
 Eastern Washington is truly a rich 
source of blue highways, sunshine, and 
friendly folk. We will start out at 8:30 
am from the Issaquah QFC on Gilman 
Blvd., weave through May Valley and 
through North Bend, at one time being 
the last stoplight on the yet-unfinished 
I-90 North Bend. Then briefly up to I-90 
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Servicing BMWs Since 1975 

www.autohausvick.com

425-644-7100
tvick@autohausvick.com
14121 NE 24th Street, Bellevue, WA 98007

AutohausVickINC.

Engine Repair and Tune Ups • Brakes • Steering 
Engine Light • Interior • Lighting • Oil Changes

Come in today or visit our website
for more information.

ASE and Bosch certified 
Free Pre-trip Inspection

Approved
Auto Repair

 Although going fast in a 
straight line seems easy, most 
of the BMW faithful will need 
a bit of practice before they 
could achieve a respectable 
ET as drag racing is harder 
than it looks. In years past, 
everyone was turning a decent time by the end of the night. 
The trick is to leave on the last yellow light.
The mix of cars keeps getting better and better each year,  
let’s make this year no exception. What will you bring?
 See you there! RSVP to jeff@hauryscollision.com.

Jeff Butler, Tech Events Chair

BMW Night at the Drags 
coMe join us and bring your BMW for an evening of drag 
racing, Wednesday July 23. We’ll be setting aside some space 
in the pits for the club members to meet up, hang out and 
remove all of their belongings from their cars. This has been 
a lot of fun in years past so leave work a bit early as the gates 
open at 4:00 pm.
 Wicked Wednesdays are open to all vehicles (street legal 
cars, imports, motorcycles, bracket racers, Jr. dragsters, etc.). 
All vehicles must pass an NHRA Technical Inspection to  
participate. This event is open to individuals making “Test 
Runs” and Grudge Racing against other racers.  Standard 
track preparation will be applied to racing surface.

Wednesday | July 23, 2014

PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OMNI
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.
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Hood River Overnight Tour                 August 16-17

join felloW cluB MeMBers for a long 
anticipated return visit to this great little 
town on the Columbia River. One of 
our favorite tours, this one has a little 
something for everyone. Great roads, 
world-class scenery, a fun destination, 
but best of all is the chance to socialize 
with some great people.

Day Two
Day two will begin with breakfast at  
the hotel. We are still working out the 
details for this day. Waterfall touring, 
wine tasting, more twisties? Plan on ar-
riving home late Sunday afternoon. We 
plan on having 20 river view rooms held 
at the Best Western and Hood River 
Inn. The room rate is $179 to $199. You 
will need to make arrangements with 
them with your personal credit card by 
June 28. Call 800-828-7873, and tell them 
you are with the BMW Car Club to get 
the rate. I will check into other hotel 
availability in case you cannot commit 
by June 28. When you RSVP, I will give 
you more current information on room 
availability in Hood River.
 We will meet in the parking lot of 
the Issaquah QFC (1540 Gilman Blvd) 
at 8:00 am for a short drivers meeting, 
after which we will depart at 8:30 sharp. 
BRING A PICNIC LUNCH! 
 RSVP and direct any questions to Ed 
Walker at tours@bmwpugetsound.com. 
Check for updates in the Club Events 
section at www.bmwpugetsound.com 
and Around the Sound.

Ed Walker, Tour Coordinator

Day One
Day one will be a driver’s day, full of 
curves. We’ll explore the forest roads 
around Mt. Rainier and on the east side  
of Mt. St. Helens, stopping for a picnic  
lunch at the Windy Ridge Volcano 
Observatory along the way. Many would 
consider these to be the best pure 
driving roads in the state. They can be 
bumpy in places, but the endless curves 
and elevation changes more than make 
up for that. We’ll pull into Hood River 
mid afternoon. After checking into our 
hotel, we’ll have a couple of options. 
Those that haven’t had enough driving 
will want to explore the spectacular  
Columbia Gorge scenery. Others will 
want to walk to the Apple Valley Sum-
mer Fruit Festival going on downtown. 
You will be on our own for dinner, 
choosing from several great restaurants, 
but hanging out with your fellow tour-
ists is recommended.

Great roads, world-class 
scenery, a fun destination, 
but best of all is the chance 
to socialize with some great 
people.
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Sunday at the Depot 

Driving Tour from Mount Vernon along 
the water up to Bellingham! 

Back By PoPular deMand we are 
organizing a gathering for a driving tour 
to head up the shoreline to Bellingham 
to see and participate in the Sunday at 
the Depot European show on Sunday, 
July 20, 2014. We will meet at 8:00 am at 
the Mount Vernon Amtrak Station, 105 
East Kincaid Street, Mount Vernon, WA 
98273 to sign-in. To entice you to join us 
there will be coffee, donuts and a couple 
gas cards given away courtesy of the 
Club. A drivers’ meeting will take place 
at 8:15 am and we will depart at 8:30 am 
sharp. Don’t miss the drivers’ meeting. 

Sunday | July 20

 After hitting the road we’ll arrive 
at the show via Highway 11. Then you 
have an opportunity to display your car 
at Depot Market Square, home to the 
Bellingham Farmers’ Market. During 
the afternoon we’ll gather together 
for lunch and/or a refreshing beverage 
at Boundary Bay Bistro, located right 
across the street and home to some of 
the tastiest beer on the planet.
 With this social gathering I hope to 
encourage Club members from South 
Sound to bring their cars north, and 
thus encourage more northerners to 
join the Club (if that makes any sense). 
That said, the first ten Club members 
living south of Everett who commit to 
bringing themselves and their Bimmers 
to the show will receive a special gift 
from yours truly (of course all European 
makes are welcome, so feel free to bring 
your bright yellow ’72 Ferrari Daytona 
’vert if you insist) 
 If you have questions regarding  
the show or Bellingham in general, give 
us a call. We’d be happy to give recom-
mendations for hotels/etc for those 
that might travel a long distance. Visit 
Northwest European Autoworks online 
at www.northwesteuropeanautoworks.
com, friend them on Facebook and keep 
an eye on this tour for more information 
as more plans develop. This is an official 
driving tour so please join us for a great 
drive and a great day displaying our 
cars, hanging out together and showing 
the folks on the north end the benefits 
of BMW CCA PSR Club membership!

Tony Cava, Event Coordinator
xoxtcava@gmail.com

360-483-9128 (9am-9pm) 

Show Details

Northwest European Autoworks  
is proud to announce the sixth 
annual Sunday at the Depot car 
show, on Sunday July 20, 2014 
at Bellingham’s Depot Market 
Square. This is a family event fea-
turing unique European vehicles 
displayed in a casual atmosphere. 
As always we are expecting a  
fantastic turnout; with exhibitor  
spaces filled to capacity, and 
thousands of spectators visiting 
throughout the day. The event is 
free to the public, and features 
refreshments and live music.
 All proceeds from the show 
will go to benefit The Northwest 
Therapeutic Riding Center.  
http://nwtrc.org/.
 All European cars and motor-
cycles are welcome! NW Euro-
pean asks for an honorarium of 
$20 to enter the show. Any other 
donations are very welcome as 
it is a benefit for a local business, 
the Therapeutic Riding Center, 
that uses horses as a way to help 
disabled individuals.
 You don’t need to pre-register 
for the show. However, we’d love 
to hear some responses from those 
who think they are attending.

http://nweuropean.com/autoworks/news/
sunday-at-the-depot-car-show-2014
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july is finally Here!  
Hopefully, by now, 
you’ve marked your 
calendars for Sunday, 
July 27, and are plan-
ning to come out to 
Cedar River Park in 
Renton, WA for our  
annual “Gathering of 
the Heritage” event!
 As mentioned in 
this year’s Zündfolge 
magazines, as well as 
our Social Events (like 
Burgers & BMWs and 
the E30 Picnic), this 
event is shaping up 
nicely, and the refine-
ments made to the 
event are being wel-
comed with open arms.
 So come on out, and 
join us on the lawn. We 
look forward to seeing 
you! Registration (for 
judged cars) is available 
via MotorsportReg.com.

Brandon Kelly
brandon@COUPE9.com 

ANNUAL 
EVENT: 
Gathering 
of the 
Heritage

Sunday | July 27
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MOTOR SPORTS
A Day at the Track.

May 16, 2014 Was our first HPDE 
and CCC track day of the year held at 
Pacific Raceways. For those of you who 
were there, you know what a spectacular 
day it was; no rain, sunshine most of the 
day, cool temperatures, and going fast. 
The day simply could not have been 
better. If you did not attend, you really 
missed an opportunity to exercise your 
BMW, learn some advanced driving 
skills, and hang out with a bunch of gear 
heads. Not to worry though, we have 
four more events coming up, three at 
Pacific Raceways and one at the Ridge 
Motorsport Complex in Shelton, WA. 
Check Puget Sound BMW CCA website 
for days, prices, car inspection forms, 
and additional information.
 At Pacific Raceways, we are able to 
run two concurrent events, a Car Con-
trol Clinic (CCC) and the High Perfor-
mance Driving Education (HPDE). This 
year, we put the emphasis on education 
for both events, particularly the HPDE. 
Jeff Butler and his crew ran a flawless 
car control clinic in the paddock. Driv-
ers negotiated a series of cones meant 
to demonstrate the agility of a BMW 
and train drivers to harness it. Although 
a few cones suffered at the hands of a 
speedy BMW, drivers quickly learned 

the drills and were flying through them 
by day’s end. A popular drill is testing  
what the ABS—anti lock braking  
system—feels like when fully engaged.  
I do not think drivers of BMWs and  
other cars really understand how it 
works and the level of control the car 
still has when engaged. But, the students  
in CCC certainly did by the end of 
the day. Again, we cannot emphasize 
enough that our driving events, both 
CCC and the HPDE teach important 
driving skills that are directly applicable 
to everyday driving. At the end of the 
event, the CCC participants got rides 
in instructor cars. As an instructor, I 
particularly enjoy giving rides to the 
CCC students as a means to convey my 
excitement and enthusiasm for driving. 
 We have written earlier that the 
philosophy and direction of the HPDE 
program was going to change and it did. 
The emphasis this year is on coaching 
drivers to improve driving. Group D  
and C drivers got an instructor with 
them all day and were coached on how 
to negotiate Pacific Raceways. Several 
group C drivers got signed off to go 
solo for the rest of day with instructors 
watching closely and ample opportunity 
to discuss progress during the day fol-
lowing each session. 

 Drivers in group A and group B  
got to use a lot more of the track than  
in the past. Group A drivers were 
allowed to pass anywhere on the track 
with a point-by with the exception of 
turns 5-6. This is as close to racing as  
it is going to get. Since there was little 
traffic, drivers got a chance to practice 
going through most of the corners two 
abreast and being passed in corners. 
Group B drivers went solo each session 
followed by a meeting with a senior 
instructor to confer with and coach  
the driver for the next session. I accom-
panied Chris Mason and the group B 
drivers to a part of the track where turn 
5-6 was visible from up on the hill. We 
talked about the different entry points, 
track position, and exit points through 
these turns as a means to optimize 
speed and safety. Even though I have 
been through these turns a million 
times, having this vantage point and 
having someone talk through different 
lines was very valuable and instructive. 
 Come out on Friday, June 20 to  
exercise your BMW and hone your  
driving skills. 

Steve Libby
Vice President and Instructor

Rick Gulstrom 
Driving Events Coordinator  

and Senior Instructor
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M Car Day 2014

last year’s M car day was a lot of 
fun, so we’re doing it again! Please mark 
Sunday, September 7 for a very special 
day of camaraderie to celebrate all 
things rated M. Our hosts will be Griot’s 
Garage at their new facility in Tacoma. 
Last year we had over 195 M Cars in  
attendance! This will be the 8th Annual 
M Car Day to celebrate all of the won-
derful BMW M Cars that have thrilled 
us over the years.
 This event is FREE to attend! For 
planning purposes RSVP and include 
this information about yourself:
1. Name
2. Year and type of M Car
3. Number of guests
4. City

 Please roll in between 10:30 am and 
11:00 am so we can direct you to the  
appropriate section to park your M Car.  
We’ll park the M Cars by E chassis  
type, so owners can compare notes  
on common maintenance issues and 
modifications. We’ll also have a section 
for regular chassis that have had M 
Power engine transplants. So S52 E30s 
and S14 2002s are welcome!

Rough Agenda for the Day
•	 Griot’s	Garage	will	provide	each	M	

Car owner in attendance with a free 
Car Care Product sample at registra-
tion. There will also be discounts in 
the store, so bring your shopping list.

Sunday | September 7

•	Around	11:00	am	a	Griot’s	Garage	
car care specialist will pick a lucky 
car from the attendees for a car care 
demo in their garage.

•	 We’ll	have	a	couple	of	tasty	food	
trucks on site for lunch. Bring cash 
and your appetite. Yum!

•	 After	lunch,	we’ll	have	the	always	
popular raffle for some great prizes!

 Club members without an M Car  
are also welcome to attend and enjoy 
the day. There will be additional parking 
for non-M BMWs. The event will run 
until about 2:00 pm. RSVP by email to
Lance@Richertnet.com.

Lance Richert
Special Events Coordinator
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A Track-load of Racing!

tHere Were a feW cHanges to the  
ICSCC race schedule this year and one 
result has been a bunch of early racing 
action to kick off the 2014 racing season. 
As of this writing, we have completed 
five of the fourteen total races of the 
year and the month of June just started. 
The traditional Rose City Opener was 
held in Portland on April 27 as a non-
chicane race and as has been typical in 
the past, the first race of the season is a 
bit of a proving ground for the drivers to  
remember how to race with one another 
after a lengthy off-season. It would seem  
that the challenges are the same each 
year: remembering that, no, your car does  
not have that much more grip than the 

The PRO3 Line
competition that you are attempting to 
out-brake; and, no, your fellow PRO3 
competitor is not to be confused with an  
apex cone at Turn 11. Speaking of grip, 
apparently, for half the race, there wasn’t  
much grip for those racers who chose 
to go out with dry tires only to have the 
skies open up midway through the race. 
Of course, that meant that the cars on 
rain tires for the beginning of the race 
had their own set of special problems, 
so it kind of balanced out. To say there 
were a few frazzled nerves after that 
event would be putting it mildly. 
 Regardless of conditions, Olivier 
Henrichot managed an impressive drive  
and walked away from the rest of the 
pack, taking P1 by a large margin. Caelin  
Gabriel (2009 PRO3 Champ) made an  

appearance and secured a solid P2 finish  
followed closely by new-comer to PRO3,  
Chris Hart of Yakima. John Parker and 
Bruce Humberstone rounded out the 
top five.
 The other schedule changes include 
IRDC hosting two events at The Ridge 
in Shelton and only one event at Pacific 
Raceways (vs. two at PR and one at 
Shelton). This was primarily due to racer 
interest from previous events where the 
majority expressed greater enthusiasm 
in running more races at The Ridge. 
Jason Vein, IRDC Race Chairman, 
worked the schedule to allow for ample 
track time with two races plus a mini 
enduro. Saturday included a 20-minute 
qualification session in the morning per 
run group, then a 20-minute non-points 
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race in the afternoon (per group) cap-
ping it off with a 1-hour mini enduro. 
Personally, I really like the schedule 
format as it gives us more time to actu-
ally race and also allows for some folks 
to put in one day of racing rather than 
two full days.
 If you have your own comments 
about the schedule format being tried, 
reach out to Jason to let him know 
either way. The Club thrives on driver 
feedback and organizational decisions 
are made with that feedback in mind. 
 Chuck Hurley once again grabbed 
the top podium spot in Sunday’s race 
followed closely by Dan Gavrila. John 
Parker and Mike Adams finished P3 
and P4 respectively in a real nail-biter 
of a finish. Considering those two racers 
both sport the BBQ-2-U flaming pig 
logo and are flat-black cars, it had to be 
fun to watch the two drivers battle it out 
for 30 minutes straight. Caelin Gabriel 
snatched the P5 spot from Chris Hart, 
but only by a car length or two. 
 The Northwest Motorsports Spokane 
race was moved to the last weekend in 
May in an effort to thwart the inevitable 
90+ degree weather that is generally 
awaiting our usual arrival around the 
middle of July. And the plan worked, as 
the three-race weekend was met with 
clear skies and a perfect 70 degrees. 
Having three races on a two-day week-
end is a tough gig for everyone involved. 
NWMS pulled it off with racing on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday to officially 
complete races 3, 4, and 5. PRO3 entries 
were a bit light with 14 cars taking the 
green flag on Friday and Saturday and 
16 cars taking the green on Sunday. In-
cidentally, there were no DNFs on Sun-
day, which really says something about 
the mechanical fortitude of the E30; to 
race hard two days straight and manage 
to finish strong on the third day. 
 Friday’s race saw the top five as Dan 
Gavrila, James Colborn, John Parker, 

Chuck Hurley, and Bruce Humberstone. 
Saturday shook things up yet again with 
Chuck Hurley in P1, followed by James 
Colborn, Doug Rawlyk, John Parker, 
and Chris Hart. Sunday’s race still didn’t 
show much of a pattern either with the 
top five: Chuck Hurley, Dan Gavrila, 
James Colborn, Caelin Gabriel, and 
Mike Adams. 
 You see the same names repeated 
in the top five as the season progresses, 
but the positions for each are up in the 
air. This will make for an exciting race 
season without any particular racer 
dominating the top position. Although, 
Chuck Hurley is proving that he’s still 
got it and he’s one to watch. 
 The next race on the calendar is the 
Car Tender Challenge on June 15 at 
Pacific Raceways and it will be very in 
teresting to see how the new pavement 
affects the lap times. This will also be 
our “Pros vs. Joes” race weekend where 
some of the PRO3 drivers share their 
cars with out-of-town pro drivers. This 
will be the fourth year that we’ve done 
this event and it has proven to be very 

beneficial for everyone involved. The 
pros get a chance to race a club-level 
event (which they love to do) and the 
‘Joes’ get to compare setup data with 
their ‘pro’ and advance their own race 
craft as a result. 
 Whew! That’s a load of race infor-
mation in one column and one thing  
is becoming certain in the PRO3 grid: 
lap times are improving as a whole and 
the differential between first and last is 
getting smaller and smaller. It’s really 
great to see first-hand how our culture  
of sharing data and setup notes is work-
ing to improve everyone at all skill 
levels in PRO3. There are plenty of new 
cars in the wings waiting to see some 
track time before the end of the season, 
so keep an eye out for a new name or 
two along with the ones you have come 
to know and recognize!

Michael Olsen is a BMW CCA  
Club member and drives the  

Spirit Halloween Superstores PRO3 car 
#130 in local ICSCC competition racing

rickshaw_racing@yahoo.com
www.pro3-racing.com
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Driving in the Real World

sHuff, sHuff, WHrrrr, PWttt. Lean 
forward, breathe deeply, push off. Shuff, 
shuff, whrrrr, pwttt to a stop. Lean for-
ward, push off again. Shuff, shuff.
 At the tender age of four, astride a 
Fisher Price riding truck with a bright 
yellow steering wheel and an irresistible 
red rubber horn, I discovered the joy 
of driving. Few things made me giddier 
than zooming about the kitchen and 
straightaway down our long hallway. 
When we moved to a new house on a 
hilly property a few years later, I got 
mad because I wanted to race down the 
bumpy slope behind our garage, but my  
parents had wisely hidden my little truck.
 My name is Mi Ae Lipe, and I live 
in Seattle. I am the creator of the blog 
Driving in the Real World and a driving-
related Twitter feed (@DrivingReal). 
I’ve always loved cars, but I adore driving  
even more—that thrill of moving through  

time and space, whether it’s across effort- 
less, open Montana interstate or a molasses  
San Francisco rush-hour crawl. The sen-
sation, the spatial challenges, the naviga-
tion across landscapes both physical and 
mental are what drive me—literally.

What the Motorist Handbooks Don’t Tell You
but not a career instructor in the profes-
sion. Outside of merging onto freeways, 
I found the training easy—after all, 
I’d already been visualizing being  
behind the wheel for years—and I 
passed the driving test on my first try.
 Shortly after getting my California 
license at age 18, I started driving for a  
living, working for rental car companies 
that needed vehicles shuttled between 
locations. Soon I was traveling about 
100,000 miles a year—and just as quickly  
realizing that almost nothing I’d learned 
in driver’s ed really prepared me for 
these jobs, which required maneuvering 
into the tightest parking spots imaginable,  
backing up fluidly and accurately, dealing  
with emergency breakdowns and hustling  
to get cars to their destination as quickly 
as possible, all the while negotiating 
endless urban congestion. Like countless  
other adolescents, I learned on the job 

by Mi Ae Lipe

I’ve always loved cars, but I 
adore driving even more—
that thrill of moving through  
time and space, whether it’s 
across effortless, open Mon-
tana interstate or a molasses  
San Francisco rush-hour crawl. 

 Like many in the United States, I 
learned to drive as a teenager through  
a driver’s ed course in high school.  
Our teacher was kindly and patient  
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communities by drivers for other  
drivers for their common safety, infor-
mation and efficiency. If cultivated and 
positioned properly, such communities 
could profoundly influence traffic safety 
and congestion in other countries, not 
just America.
 In coming Zündfolge articles, I’ll  
offer tips on driving techniques, share 
traffic, safety, and industry trends and 
issues; and explore what it means to be 
a driver in America and beyond, on and 
off the track. I’ll also regularly invite 
you to think outside the yellow and 
white lines, so to speak, and step away 
from convention and imagine what 
could be possible to make our world 
safer. And it’s a two-way street—I really 
look forward to hearing your ideas and 
insight as well and holding some lively, 
constructive debates. After all, we’re all 
on these roads together.

Mi Ae Lipe is a freelance editor, writer and 
graphic designer living in Seattle. She is a 
member of the BMW CCA, the Audi Club 
Northwest and Fiat Enthusiasts Northwest, 
the latter of which she serves as a newslet-
ter editor. She is also the creator of the 
blog Driving in the Real World. Follow her 
daily driving news and tips on Twitter at @
DrivingReal. She drives a stock 2008 Honda 
Accord sedan (which has actually seen track 
days) and a much-loved Barbera Red 2009 
BMW E92 335i coupe.

on real roads and ended up in several 
minor incidents as a result.
 In later years, during visits to local 
transportation offices in California and 
Wisconsin to renew my driver’s license, 
I’d thumb through their motor vehicle 
handbooks to see what was new. It 
always struck me how incomplete and 
irrelevant their content often seemed 
compared to the real world of driving. 
Obviously something huge was missing.
 In the 25 years and more than 50 
cross-country road trips since those days,  
I’ve logged nearly one million miles 
around the United States and Europe. 
I’ve also witnessed a profound deterio-
ration in how people drive in America. 
No doubt the recent epidemic of cell 
phones and texting account for some 
of this, but it goes far deeper than that. 
America’s driver education system is 
truly broken in every sense of the word, 
from its antiquated training, dismal 
content, often blatantly incompetent 
instructors and alarmingly low licensing  
standards to a lack of consistency in 
state laws, often ineffectual traffic safety 
efforts and most of all, the American 

public’s cavalier attitude that driving  
is a right, not an earned privilege. And 
this is reflected in our collision and 
fatality rates, which are far higher than 
those of most other developed countries 
worldwide.
 Simply put, I’m tired of sharing the 
road with so many bad drivers who 
endanger me and others every day.  
As a private citizen keenly interested  
in my own safety and that of others,  
I believe I can do something about it. 
Two years ago I began writing my blog 
and researching for a book, but then  
my vision began growing. My hope is  
to build Driving in the Real World over 
the next several decades into an organi-
zation that profoundly influences how 
driving in America is taught, regarded 
and practiced by using savvy media, 
fostering dynamic partnerships, creating 
engaging training curricula and support-
ing forward-thinking products for both 
drivers and traffic industry professionals.
 I’m also keenly interested in poten- 
tially harnessing the power of crowd-
sourcing, our connectedness and  
technology to create centralized online 
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Burgers & BMWs at the Triple XXX Rootbeer Drive-in Recap
tHe fourtH annual Burgers & 
BMWs was held on a gloriously beauti-
ful day, Sunday, June 1 at the Triple XXX  
Rootbeer Drive-in. Over 240 BMWs of 
all years, models, state of restoration and 
modification filled the parking lots in 
and around the Triple XXX.  
 Cars started coming in before 8:00 am  
and did not leave until after 3:00 pm and 
then only reluctantly. A drawing was held  
for a Griot’s car cleaning set. The lucky 
winner was Cori Pitney, who will use it 
on his two BMWs.    
 Participants were encouraged to  
donate to the Life Enrichment Options  
of Issaquah. Thanks to all of those who 
donated to this worthy cause. 
 We appreciate Griot’s continued 
support of car clubs in the Puget Sound 
region. We would like to thank Jose 
for his continued support of all things 
car related and the use of the Triple X 
parking lots. This annual event could 
not happen without Club volunteers, 

especially Rick Gulstrom and Lance 
Richert. We organize this event as a way 
of promoting Club solidarity and say-

ing thank you for being a Puget Sound 
BMW CCA member! See you at the 
Gathering of the Heritage!

Steve Libby
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On March 28th, BMW 
heavyweights including CEO 
Norbert Reithofer were in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, 
to announce a major expan-
sion of BMW’s American 
plant. BMW will invest an 
additional $1 billion to raise 
production capacity from the 
current 300,000 per year to 
450,000 annually. This will 
make Spartanburg larger 
than any other BMW plant 
worldwide. Current employ-
ment levels will increase from 
the current 8,000 to almost 
8,800. By headcount, this is 
the largest auto plant in the 

Three BMW AG Board members join Spartanburg associates  
on the announcement of the plant expansion. 

BMW Expands Spartanburg Plant to Accommodate X7 Production

That’s I-85 in the foreground. The crescent shaped building is the Zentrum, BMW’s American 
branch of the company museum in Munich. Behind that sprawls the ever growing assembly 
facility. Off in the distance is the M Performance Driving School.

U.S. BMW’s total investment 
in Spartanburg now stands at 
$16.6 billion.
 Spartanburg is BMW’s 
worldwide center of excel-
lence for X vehicles. The 
plant already builds the X3, 
X5 and X6. X4 production 
was recently started at the 
plant. Reithofer announced 
the new X7 will add to the 
plant’s line up. 
 BMW’s story in the U.S. 
started with a few 502s 
brought in to the country in 
the 1950s. Volume picked 
up with the Isetta in the late 
1950s and early 1960s. In 

1974, BMW bought out the 
importer and opened their 
own sales subsidiary in the 
U.S., BMW of North Ameri-
ca, in 1975.
 About another twenty 
years later, BMW opened 
the Spartanburg plant which 
built 318s and later Z3s and 
later still, Z4s. The Z cars 
eventually gave way to the 
X cars, all of which are now 
built in South Carolina with 
the exception of the X1. 
 BMW’s policy is that pro-
duction follows sales. When 
the Spartanburg plant was 
opened in 1994, BMW sold 

84,000 cars annually in the 
U.S. Last year, U.S. sales were 
375,000. 
 How important is the  
U.S. to BMW? The U.S. was 
the largest market for BMW 
until the Chinese market 
overtook it in 2013. The U.S. 
remains the second largest 
market for BMW and the 
largest for Mini and Rolls-
Royce. Most M Cars are  
sold in the U.S. 
 To accommodate the  
X7, BMW will add a third 
body shop. The three body 
shops build ‘bodies-in-white’ 
using robotic and human 
welders. The bodies-in-white 
then go to an automated 
paint shop where they are  
robotically painted. The 
painted bodies are stored 
in huge vertical racks. The 
painted bodies are then 
pulled when needed and  
enter the assembly area 
where the completed vehicles 
are built. The expanded plant 
will be capable of building 
about 1,500 vehicles per day. 

BMW Press and other sources
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Louis Vuitton, the pioneer of the art  
of travel, has created a tailor-made set 
of luggage for the most progressive 
sports car – the BMW i8 plug-in hybrid. 
The innovative collection of luggage 
comprises two travel bags, a business 
case and a garment bag. To ensure  
optimal use of space, the luggage items 
have been tailor-made to fit perfectly 
into the interior of the revolutionary 
BMW i8.
 “BMW and Louis Vuitton share  
both a profound appreciation of tradi-
tion and a commitment to constant 
further development,” says Adrian van 
Hooydonk, Senior Vice President BMW 
Group Design. “The use of CFRP in 
the revolutionary BMW i8 sports car is 
indicative of an intelligent lightweight 
construction philosophy. And Louis 
Vuitton has demonstrated a similar 
belief in innovation, aesthetics and light-
weight design in creating an exclusive 

Louis Vuitton Creates Tailor-made Luggage for the BMW i8
luggage collection tailored perfectly to 
the new BMW i8.”
 The understated carbon-black of  
this luggage range matches the colors 
of the BMW i8. Its sophisticated look 
comes courtesy of the unmistakable 
checkered Damier pattern—a Louis 
Vuitton hallmark—and a laser-etched 
Louis Vuitton signature. Black and  
electric blue used in the microfiber  
lining take their cue from the trademark 
brand colors of the BMW i8 and bag 
handles are made from dyed natural 
leather, a sign of Louis Vuitton quality. 
All items in the collection come with 
leather name tags and the iconic Louis 
Vuitton padlock with the exception of 
the garment bag. Patrick-Louis Vuitton, 
Head of Special Orders at Louis Vuitton  
and great grandson of the House’s 
founder, says, “This collaboration with 
BMW epitomizes our shared values  
of creativity, technological innovation 

and style. Our craftsmen at Louis Vuitton  
have enjoyed the challenge of this very 
special project, using their ingenuity and 
attention to detail to create a truly made 
to measure set of luxury luggage. This is 
a pure expression of the art of travel.”
 The exclusive luggage pieces created  
by Louis Vuitton fit snugly into the 
BMW i8. The Weekender GM i8, with 
both hand and shoulder carry straps, is 
custom-designed to go into the boot, 
while the Garment Bag i8 is a perfect  
fit for the rear shelf of the BMW i8.  
The sturdy hardshell Business Case i8 
which is also ideal for carrying laptops, 
matches the shape of the rear seats; 
while the small Weekender PM i8 is 
designed to rest on its surface. 

BMWi Corporate Communications

(No prices given but we hear $20,000 for the 
set. –Editor)

BMW Looks Ahead to 2014 With Confidence
BMW reported excellent results at its 
annual meeting in March. Expectations 
are high with vehicles sales projected  
to exceed two million in 2014. This level 
was not expected until 2016, BMW’s 
centennial year. 

 BMW Group’s 2013 were made  
up of 1,655,138 BMWs, 305,030 Minis 
and a whopping 3,630 Rolls-Royce.  
All were records for the respective 
marques. BMW motorcycle sales  

volume was 115,215, also a record. 
BMW employed 110,351 people world-
wide at the end of 2013.Group revenues 
exceeded 76 billion euros.

BMW Press
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